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Best wishes, Ceri Keene and Claire Savill
E: exmoornews@gmail.com   T: 07497 914441  W: www.exmoornews.co.uk

Post: The Old Stores, Brushford, Dulverton, Somerset, TA22 9AH 
We take our responsibility to maintain high editorial standards seriously.

Should an error occur please do not hesitate to contact us.          

Cover image 2020:  ©Michael Pilley      If you would like to see your photo on 
the cover send us a low resolution copy for our library. If used we will ask for a 
high resolution version and you too could be in print.

A word of caution - at this moment, putting the magazine together at the beginning 
of April, it’s impossible to know how the world will have changed by the time this 
gets to you. Please be aware that some information will not be correct, businesses 
may be temporarily closed, or their opening hours may have changed - always check 
for yourselves before travelling. 
Obviously all events have been cancelled but we have lots of advice and places to get 
help. There are also several things to keep your mind ticking over, various quizzes and 
puzzles, and even a poem about our current situation - hope you enjoy them.
At this particularly difficult time, we cannot emphasise how much we all appreciate 
the local shops who are staying open and working to help supply and keep this 
community of ours together with a smile on their face, we may not always say it, or 
show it, but we are very grateful.
Don’t forget to like our Facebook page - “Exmoor News” as we will be sending out 
some good stuff to inform you, to cheer you and to inspire you... do follow us and 
share our page.

EXMOOR NEWS
COVERING SOUTHERN EXMOOR

Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the information in this magazine, no liability can be accepted by the editors 
and publishers for any loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions from, the information given. Please also note that in 
the publication of trade adverts, the editors do not guarantee the quality of services provided by any of these advertisers. The editors 
reserve the right to decline to publish any item and to amend or shorten material. All advert bookings are subject to our terms and 
conditions see www.exmoornews.co.uk/payments. 
Under the Data Protection Act, we have a legal duty to protect any information we collect from you. We take appropriate security 
measures to safeguard your data and apply security standards and controls to prevent any unauthorised access to it.

EXMOOR NEWS MAGAZINE ADVERT SIZES – Prices may be subject to change. 3,000 copies printed

A5 whole page (123w x 188h mm) Mono @ £68 per issue Colour @ £91 per issue

A5 half-page (123w x 92h mm) Mono @ £34 per issue Colour @ £46 per issue

A5 portrait quarter page (60w x 92h mm) Mono @ £17 per issue Colour @ £23 per issue

A5 landscape quarter page (123w x 43h mm) Mono @ £17 per issue Colour @ £23 per issue

The deadline for the  July/August issue of the Exmoor News is

Thursday 4th June 2020
Printed by Brightsea, Exeter
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Brushford Parish Hall will re-open for 
regular users and special events when 
the restrictions are lifted. Meanwhile you 
can join us on Facebook as Friends of 
Brushford Parish Hall. We have a mix of 
local information, your thoughts, ideas 
and tips for making the most of our 
time at home, and things that make you 
smile or laugh. And we ask you to share 
essential information by phone with 
people who don’t use Facebook.
Registered Friends will also receive our 
occasional newsletter.

We are adding a series of articles to our 
website to inform and entertain you 
– a “blog” with contributions from our 
regular hirers. Guest articles will be very 
welcome. You will be able to comment on 
the articles in the Facebook Group. If you 
are finding it tricky using social media 
contact sarah@brushfordparishhall.org.
uk for some sympathetic assistance.

Brushford is Beautiful: We will be running 
our Photographic and Art Competition 
again this summer – more details to 
follow.
www.brushfordparishhall.org.uk

Do you dream of having your book published? 
We specialise in getting published a wide variety of books, from autobiographies, 

poetry, art books, photo memory books etc. typing manuscripts and also video 
presentations... the list goes on.

Need design and print services?
Why not contact us on    E: exmoornews@gmail.com    T: 07497 914441

We are here to help you when you need it for 
companionship, shopping, household tasks, 

gardening, form filling, dog walking etc.
To arrange a visit call the helpline co-ordinator.

07395 171409
Mon- Fri 10am to 4pm
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News from your Village Agent

At the time of writing our news 
is dominated with the issue of 
Coronavirus – Covid 19 - and the 
information provided through 
official channels is changing almost 
hourly.  Up to date advice and news 
can be found on-line at the NHS 
website (www.nhs.co.uk) or the 
UK government site (www.gov.uk) 
as well as various news channels 
including the BBC news website 
(www.bbc.co.uk/news).

As we all know, the key advice is to 
STAY AT HOME.   The Government’s 
website summary states:

You should only go outside for food 
or health reasons or travelling to and 
from work but only where you cannot 
work from home.  When outside, stay 
2 metres (6 feet) away from other 
people.  Wash your hands as soon as 
you get home.  Anyone can spread 
coronavirus.

The Community Council for Somerset 
want to assure local communities that 
the Somerset Village Agents continue 
to be available to support you and as 
we are set up to work remotely from 
home we will continue to be on hand 
to give advice by phone or email.   In 
line with the Government’s advice, 

our Talking Cafés have been 
suspended until further notice.

Across the area a range of 
local support groups are being 
set up, some through social 
media channels – primarily 
Facebook.  The Dulverton 
Area Coronavirus Support 

Group is working closely with the 
Dulverton Good Neighbours group 
and has a large number of volunteers 
available to help those in need due 
to self-isolation, shielding and social 
distancing.     

If you are having difficulties getting 
food, prescriptions or medications 
please call the Dulverton Good 
Neighbours group or contact your 
Village Agent who is working closely 
with communities in many parishes 
across Exmoor and West Somerset to 
facilitate support for those in need.  If 
you have concerns about a vulnerable 
person please call your Village Agent.

If you are a Facebook user, the link 
to the Dulverton Area Coronavirus 
Support Group is:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/648575902573880/

Your Village Agents:
Jane Lillis		
Village Agent West Somerset
Tel: 	 07958 415270			 
Email:	 janel@somersetrcc.org.uk
Ellie Bishop
Village Agent West Somerset
Tel:	 07985 748910
Email:	 ellieb@somersetrcc.org.uk 
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Community Council for Somerset

Distressed? Anxious? Feeling overwhelmed?
The Mindline #Somerset emotional support helpline is now available 7 
evenings a week. Set up by Mind in Somerset, Mindline is a service you can 
call (local call rate) to talk to someone about your anxieties and worries. 
Support is available every day by calling 01823 276 892.
Social-distancing and self-isolation can take a toll on our mental health.
NHS - Every Mind Matters offers expert advice and practical tips to help you 
manage staying at home during the #COVID19 emergency.
www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters

Self-employed?
Somerset County Council has put together a webpage giving you all the 
current information on the help that’s available with useful links to more 
details on each scheme:
www.somerset.gov.uk/c…/coronavirus-support-for-self-employed

The Appeal is supporting food projects, older people, mental health and more!
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t: 01398 323 745 m: 07833 376 737 www.lcbuildingcontractors.co.uk 

Plastering 
Stonework 
Extensions 
Groundworks 

Renovations 
New Builds 
Lime Plastering  
Restoration 
 Treatment plant installation 

Fruit and
veg

Fresh local
milk

Logs and 
kindling

NEW OWNERS
Open 8 - 5.30       Monday - Saturday 

07483 277090       1 Fore Street  Dulverton  TA22 9EX

A HUGE thank you
to all our essential workers

and volunteers!
We are all extremely grateful

for all you do.
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AB Plumbing
Your local plumber

All work considered
No job too small

24 hour Emergencies
Credit and Debit cards accepted

07779 348724
Landline 01398 351436

andyboakford@icloud.com

Bampton
Framing

Bespoke
Picture Frames
Locally Made

Colin Williams
07954 846452

www.bamptonframing.co.uk

colintheframer@gmail.com

Bickham, Timberscombe, TA24 7UA
Delivery can be arranged.

BERNARD DRU 07920 516225
email: bernard.dru@oakfloor.co.uk

Kiln dried oak
firewood £85

Seasoned oak
firewood £62

per large dumpy bag (0.72m3)

Haddeo Firewood
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Food Bank in Dulverton
A Food Bank has been set up in Dulverton 
as a branch of the West Somerset 
Food Cupboard, for the period of the 
Coronavirus outbreak. It is based at the 
school in Dulverton.  The Food Bank is 
being managed by Jenny Barker with 
4 volunteers from the Dulverton Good 
Neighbours scheme. Referrals to the 
Food Bank can be made through Good 
Neighbours on their Helpline 07395 
171409 or the Village Agent, Jane Lillis on 
07958 415270.
Food donations have decreased over the 
past couple of weeks so we have had to 
resort to buying in food which also has 
proved difficult as wholesalers as well 
as retailers are short of a number of the 
staples that we need.
We have been very fortunate to have 

received a number of significant financial 
donations which are helping towards the 
purchase of food items.
If you would like to donate food or 
money then please leave food donations 
at either of Dulverton school’s receptions, 
the porch at Bilboa house in Dulverton – 
(opposite the Pet shop) or in the Food 
donation box in the Co-op in Dulverton.
If you would like to make a financial 
donation then please make cheques 
payable to Dulverton Good Neighbours 
and send to Sandra Collett at 5 Musgraves, 
Dulverton, TA22 9EB.
If you have more food items in your 
cupboards than you need, please ring 
Jenny on 07890 559961 and we will come 
and collect them from you.
Many thanks
Jenny

The Royal Voluntary Service is currently 
looking  to recruit volunteers  for a variety 
of roles within  the Home Library Service 
in Wiveliscombe and the surrounding 
parishes.
The Home library service exists to ensure 
people who cannot get to the library 
due to poor health or mobility or caring 
responsibilities but  still enjoy reading 
can  receive library books free of charge 
by a Royal Voluntary Service volunteer 

who will choose, deliver and befriend an 
individual in their own home. 
 Due to Corona Virus, the service is 
suspended but we will be restarting it as 
soon as it is safe to do so. Please do get 
in touch to join the waiting list.
If you would like to know more about 
volunteering for the Home Library 
Service please contact kirsty.jenssen@
royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk or tel: 
07920 250834.
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Exmoor Plumbing
Reliable Plumber no job too small

Radiators, cylinders, tanks, bathroom
suites, taps, ballvalves, washers, showers,
soilpipes, wastepipes, gutters.

All plumbing work covered

01984 639629 / 07970 632 114

BRIDGWATER |  WELLINGTON |  MINEHE AD |  YEOVIL |  MARTOCK |  E XETER

A M I C U S L A W . C O . U K  |  0 1 6 4 3  7 0 1  8 8 8 

9 PARKHOUSE ROAD | MINEHEAD | SOMERSET | TA24 8AB 

SHARED 
OWNERSHIP

DISPUTE 
RESOLUTIONS

CRIMINAL LAW 
& MOTORING 
OFFENCES 

EMPLOYMENT 
LAW

WILLS  
PROBATE  
& TRUSTS

AGRICULTURAL 
LAW

BUYING 
& SELLING  
PROPERTY

FAMILY LAW  
& DIVORCE
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ROBIN
ASHBURNER
The Flag Man

Local, National & International
Quality Flags for sale

Flagpoles supplied
Special flags made to order

01398 323700
robinashburner@aol.com

www.reddragonflagmakers.co.uk

Self Help 
We are all facing a variety of challenges in 
these uncertain times. These challenges 
may test our resilience. We may need 
to ask for help or support in a way we 
haven’t needed to before. We may 
possibly experience a range of emotions 
which are not familiar to us. This could 
feel uncomfortable.
We may be feeling a sense of loss, perhaps 
missing loved ones, or grieving certain 
aspects of our lives that have altered. 
Acceptance of loss can be difficult.
Listening to ourselves and acknowledging 
how we feel, observing our responses 
to those feelings can go a long way to 
looking after out emotional wellbeing. 
It’s a bonus if we can safely express how 
we feel out loud to someone close to us, 
either face to face, or by phone or video 
link. Speaking to someone, rather than 

bottling everything up can offer valuable 
perspective, comfort and reassurance. 
Revealing our vulnerability to another 
person can sometimes be helpful in 
encouraging them to open up too, to 
become more comfortable in expressing 
how they feel.
We are so fortunate here to have access 
to fresh air and the beautiful local 
countryside. It is a wonderful resource 
available to us. Exercise of any type is 
known to boost not only our physical 
wellbeing, but also our mental health 
too. 
Gill Christopher
Dip. Psychotherapeutic Counselling
MNCS (Accred)
Email: gccounselling@outlook.com
Telephone: 07806 748 538
Website: gillchristophercounselling.co.uk
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Here is an opportunity to play music 
in a small group – under the direction 
of a world-class professional string 
player each week and for a very 
reasonable cost. This direction will 
include a group music lesson – on 
technique, tonality and musicality 
in classical and popular music. Each 
session costs £8 per player for two 
hours instruction and playing. 

‘Dulverton Chamber Group’ can include 
strings, woodwind and keyboard. 
The group is limited to octet size 
and prospective new members are 
invited to ‘try us out’ for two or three 
sessions to assess whether we are all 
compatible. Bring your own music 
stand. 

A standard of about Grade 6 
Associated Board or more is 
expected. Suggestions as to what 
we play are welcome from players/
students although the choice is made 
by our Director, Mrs Sabine Dziewior, 
formerly a member of several well-
known international ensembles. The 
group meets in a private house in 
Hollam Drive and is ready to include 
two or three more players. The 
sessions run promptly from 10am-
12midday.

If you are interested and would like 
to give us a go, email gmcraigmore@
outlook.com or text or call 07525 
811534. 

Join in a Dulverton Chamber music group 
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Genealogy and family history 
 

Advice on the care and conservation 
of historical and family papers 

 
Dr.Helen.Blackman@gmail.com 

https://drhelenblackman.wixsite. 
com/archives 

Tel. 07443  655803 
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B U I L D I N G S E R V I C E S L T D

KEITH FARMER BUILDING SERVICES LTD

01823 666223

• ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN • PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT • 
• BUILDING REGULATIONS • BUILDING CONTRACTORS • PROJECT MANAGEMENT •

• New Builds/ Conversions/ Extensions/ Commercial/ Industrial/ Listed Buildings • 

FREE INITIAL ADVICE AND ESTIMATE
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LONELINESS, PANIC, FEAR or FURY 
HELPLINE
Beloved brothers and sisters of Southern 
Exmoor
I wondered what I could write in the 
Exmoor News which would be of service 
and support at this time and I realised 
that it was not writing which was 
needed, but a loving, calming, steadying, 
unafraid voice at the end of a telephone 
which may perhaps serve a more useful 
purpose.
This marvellous and long-awaited time 
of renewal and transformation only 
surprised me by its miraculous egalitarian 
means – a virus capable of catching the 
attention of every single human being 
on our beloved planet earth – apart from, 
of course, those few tribes who have 
against all odds kept themselves utterly 
apart from ‘modern’ life.
We are in a time like no other, a time 
of deep transformation and a re-
emergence of the Divine Feminine after 
many thousands of years in abeyance.  
Every one of us has played our perfect 
part in bringing us to this moment of 
transformation, whether we are those 
withdrawn into the quiet (or bedlam!) of 
our own life, or those stepping out into 
the intensity of serving all those caught in 
time in the one place.  Within either role, 
many are afraid - afraid for themselves 
or their families, communities, loved 
ones; possibly trying to make the best 
of what seems like a challenging test 
of endurance.  For some of us there is 
no fear, only a deep stillness and a view 
on the miracles that are happening 
everywhere – to the waters, to the earth, 
the air, to the people in their rising care 
and compassion, their humour, their 
creativity, their making something great 
of ‘What Is’.
We westerners aren’t used to uncertainty.  
It’s been a very long time since we lived 

in such profound uncertainty – possibly 
since the declaration of war in 1939 and 
even then, it probably didn’t limit our 
freedoms quite so quickly or so totally.  
Times of uncertainty, and the seeming 
to be looking into the jaws of death in 
that uncertainty, will make most normal 
people fearful or anxious.
If, at any time of the day or night, you find 
yourself gripped by an unbearable level 
of fear or anxiety about what is going on 
in the world, please do pick up the phone 
and call me.  I’m here at home and free of 
any other demands but to offer a gentle, 
calming shoulder to lean on, or a voice 
to rant at, if anger and frustration are 
uppermost.
I will be available for 5 hours a day or 
night, changing every day, so call 01398 
323 785 and leave me a message if I am 
not answering and I will get back to you.  

With very warmest love and blessings, 
Magdalena
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Boxercise - Bootcamp - Kettlercise - Fitness Pilates

Enjoy Fitness
classes, fun for all
ages and abilities

Monday – 9.30am Body Conditioning,
10.30am Fitness Pilates

5pm Fitness Pilates, 6pm Fitness Pilates,
7pm Boxercise

Tuesday - 10am Legs, Bums & Tums,
6.30pm Kettlercise

Wednesday – 9.30am Fitness Pilates
12pm Body Conditioning

Thursday - 6pm Kettlebell HIIT,
7pm Men's Fitness Pilates
Friday - 6am Bootcamp

9.30am Boxercise, 10.30am Fitness Pilates
Saturday - 8am Circuits/Legs, Bums & Tums

Fitness Pilates, block booking only 6 week course
All other classes pay as you go

Booking is essential
Jackie Kelly Fitness, Parish Rooms, Rosemary Lane,

Dulverton TA22 9DP
Email: jackiekelly416@gmail.com

Tel: 01398 323959 Mob: 07487 711445

Bespoke floral designs
  for any & every occasion

07715 296 286
naturallyfleurish.co.uk

19 High Street  Dulverton  Somerset  TA22 9HB

Floriography 
(language of flowers) 

Ah ha... the cryptological 
communication through the use 
or arrangement of flowers. This 
has been attributed to flowers for 
thousands of years & some form 
of floriography has been practice 
throughout the world for centuries. 
However, some meanings have 
changed over time (& they might 
again) maybe due to availability, 
popularity & cultures. 
Here are couple…
Lily of the valley (Convallaria) –May 
birth flower - symbolising sweetness 
& humility & you have made my life 
complete/return of happiness 

Rose – June birth flower. symbolises 
love & good fortune. The colours 
have meanings - yellow friendship, 
white truth, red love, pink lust/
romance. 
I would like to thank all my lovely 
customers for their tremendous 
support  over the last few months. In 
these unprecedented times,  I have 
had to shut as have many other local 
businesses. 
Please stay safe & I look forward to 
nothing better than serving you all 
again on the other side. 
Sarah

All classes £4.00
Tel: 01398 323393
Email: linda@lindalondon.plus.com

with Linda London

FITNESS CLASSES FOR ALL

fLL
Linda London

fit ness

Mon 7.00pm
Dulverton
Town Hall

Over 50's - Use it or Lose it
(for the very active)

Wed 10.00am
Brushford
Parish Hall

Move, Tone, Chat & Go
(for keeping active)

Wed 11.15am
Brushford
Parish Hall

Easy Exercise for the Older & Wiser 
(for the less active)

Thurs 6.00pm
Brushford
Parish Hall

Over 50's - Tone, Stretch & Groan
(for keeping active)

Thurs 7.15pm
Brushford
Parish Hall

Step, Tone, Sweat & Stretch
(for the very active)

NEW
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corrivalcm.com               info@corrivalcm.com               01823 426555

Ele Davidson
Painter & Decorator
North Devon Area

07775 600298
eledav1@btinternet.com

       painterdecoratorcommissions

For a free quote please call: 01643 851632

· Grass cutting

· Strimmer work

· Hedge cutting

· Garden clearance

· Garden Tidy up

· Landscaping

· Driveways, Patios and Paths

· Garden gates and Fencing

DAN PASSMORE
All aspects of garden maintenance
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Roofing & Leadwork Specialists 

Slating - Tiling - Leadwork - Flat roofing 
Cedar shingles - Chimney works

Fascia/soffits Guttering 
Residential - Domestic - Conservation

Heritage - Listed 

Independent family run Roofing 
& Lead works specialists. 

All sizes of projects.
01884 252768 

ssroofingspecialist@hotmail.co.uk
www.ssroofingspecialists.co.uk

DC AMP

Also Qualified McTimoney Animal Therapist
MAA RAMP

Horses, Dogs, Cats, Farm Animals
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“Pervert!” accused the two old ladies. “We 
will never consult you again.”
The prominent Dulverton solicitor was 
left reeling under the harridans’ outraged 
assault. They refused to believe that the 
seedy character he had been playing in 
a Dulverton Players’ production of “The 
Anniversary” was not his real self.
The stage obviously convinces with 
a magic all of its own. Since 1927 the 
Dulverton Players have brought live 
theatre to Exmoor. Even in the age 
of streaming, audiences still flock to 
the Town Hall to see everything from 
Shakespeare to the “Sound of Music”.
The Dulverton Players never shrink from 
a challenge. So many people wanted to 
see their recent production of “Calendar 
Girls” that tickets had to be sold for the 
dress rehearsal to fit everyone in.
That’s not surprising perhaps in a play 
in which most of the cast take off their 
clothes. Much of the fun of this kind of 
theatre, of course, is seeing your friends 
and neighbours in unlikely situations. 

The Reverend John Thorogood, when he 
was rector of Dulverton, jumped at the 
chance to appear in “The Importance of 
Being Earnest”. An appearance in a classic 
comedy might not appear that daring, 

except that it was an innovative cross-
dressed production in which he played 
the lovely Gwendolen to Banger Milton’s 
Jack Worthing.
The “Importance” was the first ever 
production in Steve and Pam Hall’s 
beautiful garden theatre at Knackershole. 
It was a joyous summer event, with 
picnics and Pimms, except when the 
cast on one night had to project over 
the drumming of the Exmoor rain on 
audience umbrellas.
The Dulverton Players are not risqué 
averse. “I can get away with things in 
Dulverton that the West End wouldn’t 
dream of,” considers one of the company’s 
serial directors.
Productions of Alan Bennett’s 
outrageous farce “Habeas Corpus” and 
the television classic “Allo Allo” delighted 
Dulverton audiences without a flicker of 
disapproval. One actor calculated that he 
had lost his trousers on stage more often 
than he had remain fully-clothed, and 
then he was in drag.

The Players can be serious too. The final 
moments of “Oh What a Lovely War”, as 
the cast sang “They’ll never believe me” 
with the names of the Dulverton fallen 
projected behind it, moved many to 
tears.

The cast of “Calendar Girls” at a dress-ed 
rehearsal.

A rector wooed in “Earnest”.

PERVERTS!
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Dulverton Players sometimes suffer 
for their art. The cast of “Murder at the 
Wedding” almost died from hypothermia 
when playing a society stag night in a 
freezing country house one January. The 
fat fee, however, was irresistible.
The actors, of course, are only the tip of 
the company’s iceberg. The Town Hall 
stage is not exactly Drury Lane, but 
Christine Dubery’s set builders, lighting 

crew, and loyal 
c o s t u m i e r e s 
pull off miracles 
to create 
s p e l l b i n d i n g 
worlds for the 
imagination.
Recently Gerry 
Lewis and Ken 
Warren have 
created an 
astounding raft 

of visual and sound effects. No one who 
saw “Peter Pan” will forget the Darling 
children appearing to fly over the roofs of 
Dulverton, or the Forth Bridge scenes in 
“The 39 Steps”.
For the moment our stage is dark but 
in the autumn Olga Owen will be back 
with “Dick Whittington” to make us laugh 
again.

Hanging about. Moving the set can be 
dangerous.Measuring up for “Habeas Corpus”
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LAURENCE J. W. BECKFORD
MONUMENTAL MASON & CARVER

LVT

2 - 4
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Quiz - for a bit of fun. Answers on page 57

1. In what year did the Exmoor Pony Centre 
Open?

2.  In what year did Bridgtown Cricket Club 
become champions of the West Somerset 
Cricket League for the first time.

3. How many pins are there when playing Skittles

4. Hope Bourne wrote ‘A village on the Moor”. 
What village?

5. What two breeds of sheep make an Exmoor 
Mule?

6. How many points on a stags ‘royal’ head?

7. What is the highest point on Exmoor

8. On what day in the year is Bampton Fair held?

9. When did Dulverton Railway Station close?

10. What was sold in ‘Woods’ before it became a 
Pub and Restaurant

11. When was Exmoor News started?

12. What was unveiled by Dulverton Weir and Leat 
Conservation Group in 2016 and what was it 
called?

13. What is the name of the pubs in Winsford and 
Simonsbath?

14. What event is held in Dulverton on the first 
Sunday in December?

15. What is the name of Exmoor News’ Roving 
Reporter?

16. In what year was Wimbleball lake completed 
and what appears if the water drops?

17. What village is divided into the hamlets of 
Churchtown, Kingsbridge and Pooltown

18. Who advertised in the centre pages of the 
Exmoor News in March/April 2020?

19. What is a whort?

20. Who wrote Lorna Doone?
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Fire wood from £20 a bag
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Tarr Steps, Dulverton, Exmoor, TA22 9PY
Telephone: +44 (0)1643 851507
Email: enquiries@tarrfarm.co.uk

Tarr Farm Inn

tarrfarm.co.uk
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For all your scaffolding needs    No job too big or small 

From chimney stacks to temporary roofing 

07562 775088       
exmoorscaffolding@gmail.com 
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■ Patio Driveway and
Decking Cleaning

01398 323696 - 07984 057527

EDWORTHYS
OVEN CLEANING

The Flat, Abbeyfield House, Dulverton,
Somerset TA22 9BY

01398 323 696

Professional, Reliable, Friendly
and Competitive Pricing.

For a free quotation, please call
us on 01398 323 696 and we will

happily arrange a date and time to
suit you.

■ Gutters ■ Facias
■ Roof Cleaning ■ Upholstery

Please contact Tom for a free quotation.

01271 813777     marsdens.co.uk 

• Competitive commission rates

• Local, friendly, expert  
advice and support

• Comprehensive marketing

• Fully managed services to  
suit your needs

• Mobile-optimised website

• Over 97% of our owners would  
recommend us - find out why...

Request a FREE homeowner pack online today!

Phone a 
friend and
Keep in 
touch
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Frustrated Sports Fans Quiz
To help everyone remain sane during the Covid 
19 lockdown, we have decided to do one of our 
famous quizzes to keep you and your friends 
occupied, so please share widely and have fun 
with our Ultimate Home Sporting Challenge!
Sports Past and Present -  the clues give the 
answers to the second name and the letter in the 
box is the initial for the first name - have fun!
EXAMPLE  Many trees  T  Answer: Tiger Woods
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John & Tom’s boys
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John & Tom’s boys

Answers to be emailed on Easter Monday. 
Please email fran@thebigsheep.co.uk to be added to the answer email list.
Printed with kind permission from The Big Sheep.

Belinda Hopkins 
01398 324 053  

sew_n_sew@hotmail.co.uk 
www.sew-n-sew.co.uk 

Quality bespoke made to measure curtains,  
roman blinds and cushions.  

Curtains adapted and altered to fit 

Curtain poles, tracks, venetian & roller blinds 

Range of fabrics available including iLiv and 
Clarke & Clarke 

Clothing alterations & repairs 

 

Remember your 
precious pet with one 
of my handcrafted pet 

markers 

Laurence Beckford 
Dulverton 

01398 323746 
0772 4452 961 

 
 

www.beckfordsartworks.co.uk  
laurencebeckford@hotmail.com 
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Local and reliable

Clearance and ground
works

Stonewalling and steps

Patios and ponds

Fencing and treework

Turf supplied and laid

Exmoor Landscaping

Tel: 01984 640530
or Mobile: 07974 141790

or visit www.exmoorlandscaping.co.uk

INSPIRED DIGITAL COMMUNICATION

Exmoor Creative
WEB DESIGN + DIGITAL COMMUNICATION

• Web Design 
• Marketing 
• PR 
• Hosting
• Email

• Photography
• Copywriting
• Branding
• Strategy 
• Planning

w: exmoorcreative.co.uk e: info@exmoorcreative.co.uk 
t: 07725815802 / 07725810907

Exmoor Creative LLP Registered in England & Wales. Reg OC430498
Registered office: Linden Lea, Ellersdown Lane, Brushford, Somerset, TA22 9BH
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Nikki Routledge
Cert CBS

Human Bowen
Practitioner

Tel: 07890 968 115
www.mimi.me.uk

Gentle and light therapy
suitable for musculoskeletal
pain, asthma and allergies,
migraines, MS and other
chronic conditions in adults,
infant colic and bed-wetting
or growing pains in children.

Jeff
Pegrum

Stockham Farm
Dulverton

07976 951860
pegrum.jeff@gmail.com

• 35 years’ experience in all agricultural,
equestrian and domestic landscaping

• Steel frame buildings

• Groundworks, drainage and concreting

• Internal and external stabling

• Sand schools

• Cross country jumps/fences built

• All types of fencing

• Patios and garden projects

For a friendly, free quotation, contact Jeff.
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Lime Plastering • Lime Rendering
Traditional Damp Management

Solutions • Cob Work • Stonework
Lime Pointing • Fireplace Restoration

01984 629131
07788 810576

“Restoring properties throughout Somerset & Devon”

www.woodlouseconservation.co.uk

Craftsmen you can rely on, Quality you can trust...

“Recognised Specialists
In Lime Rendering,
Lime Plastering &

Building Restoration”

After...

After...

Before...

Before...Before...
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Limited period only. Subject to terms & conditions

Westcars of Tiverton
11 Blundells Road, Tiverton Devon EX16 4DB.     01884 257143     www.westcars-tiverton.com

We are acting as a credit broker and not a lender. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders.
Models shown Mokka X Active, Crossland X Elite and Grandland X Sport Nav. Ts&Cs and restrictions apply.

Available on Conditional Sale and Personal Contract Purchase only Subject to status 18+ Vauxhall Finance CF15 7YT

–
–
–
–
–

–
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Exmoor The Country Magazine
Issue 77 Winter 2016

Proof copy/approval form
A copy of your advertisement appears as shown below.
Please mark any changes clearly.

To Zara Media & Design:
Please make any amendments I have indicated and proceed with printing.

Signed: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Print Name:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Date:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Please return the completed form by Monday 26th September 2016 to:

Zara Media & Design, 14 Kingfisher Court, Venny Bridge, Pinhoe, Exeter EX4 8JN

Full Design Service Project management
Comprehensive range of fabrics Curtain making

Upholstery Lighting Accessories Sourcing
Bed linen China

Rupert White Interiors
20 Fore Street, Bampton, Devon EX16 9ND 
T: 01398 332 444     M: 07789 377 412

E: rupert@rupertwhiteinteriors.co.uk
Opening hours – Monday to Friday10.00am to 5.00pm.

Saturday 10.00am to 1.00pm.

Full Design Service
 

Project  
management

 
Comprehensive 
range of fabrics

 
Curtain making

 
Upholstery 

 
Lighting 

 
Accessories 

 
Sourcing

 
Floor coverings

Rupert White Interiors 
3a Brook Street, Bampton, Devon EX16 9LU

Tel: 01398 332444
enquiries@rupertwhiteinteriors.co.uk
Please ring to make an appointment

The Stables, Bampton, Devon,  EX16 9LA

Simonsbath, Minehead, Somerset, TA24 7SH
telephone: 01643 831341 • info@exmoorforestinn.co.uk

www.exmoorforestinn.co.uk  

 Our large entrance hall is an ideal place to leave walking gear, 
muddy boots and coats. Towels provided for damp dogs. 

Ideally located in the middle of Exmoor
A warm welcome • Family & dog friendly

Delicious freshly prepared meals  and snacks 
Local and guest cask ales

Beverages and cream teas • Party bookings invited
Bed & Breakfast accommodation
2 bedroom self c2 bedroom self catering cottage
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FAMILY FIRM SUPPORTING COMPUTERS IN YOUR HOME SINCE 1981

We can offer the right solution for the 
fi rst time & experienced user

Is your computer running slowly?
Contact Chris for a MOT & service to keep it in tip top condition

chris@rhcomp.co.uk

Wifi , Broadband and Smart TV connections

01884 257288

computing without tears!

New Systems    Upgrades    Virus & Problem Solving

omputers

oy
artart
omputersomputersomputersomputers

artartartart
R
H
C

Mobile Vehicle
Valeting
Professional

Affordable Reliable
Your local vehicle
cleaning company

07896 154 176

phil46yam@hotmail.com

Diamond
Shine

Skid Steer Loaders 44”, 48” & 66” wide

Mini Diggers ranging from 1.5 ton to 6 ton

Available with Hydraulic Auger, Breakers,
Post Banger, Grab and Tree Shear Grab

Self Drive/Competitive Rates

Tel: 01598 740406
Mob: 07970 914070

Richard Smith – Agricultural Engineer
North Molton, Devon

Bobcat Hire
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Lee Ringrose
Garden & fielD 

Services
Mowing - Ride-on mower 

for large gardens
Paddock topping 

 Hedge cutting
Strimming

Weed control (licensed sprayer)
Call: 01398 371127 / 07764 410198

Email: leeringrose@ymail.com
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THE DOG ACADEMY
COVID-19 – Don’t let it stop you training your dog
Join us at our new training venue – The "Dog Academy Virtual Classroom", training in your home! 
There are many things we can’t control during these unprecedented times, but we believe now is 
NOT the time to stop training your dog. In fact, we believe the opposite. 
Training, whether for fun or to work on a behaviour, can play a key role caring for your dog's mental 
and physical welfare. 
• 	 Are you looking for something fun to motivate you and your dog? Why 	not take your National 	
	 Canine Trick Stars Award?
• 	 Thinking how can I keep my agility training on track when I’ve only got a small space to work in?
• 	 Are you worried about how to train and socialise your puppy during these times?
• 	 Is your loose-lead walking not quite as good as you'd like?
• 	 Maybe now is the time to work on those recall issues you’ve been having?
We are here to help in our virtual classroom. 
We can offer 1-2-1 virtual coaching, with individual programs and training plans tailored to you and 
your dog's requirements. 
To find out more, please call me on 07825 884009 or pm me. I look forward to hearing from you.
Take care and keep safe
Emma

ACTIVITY TASTER CLASSES

PUPPY CLASSES

DOG AGILITY

POSITIVE GUNDOG TRAINING

SCENTWORK CLASSES

TRICK TRAINING

 

SPECIALISED DOG
TRAINING

 
     GET STARTED NOW AND CALL 
   07825 884009
    www.the-dog-academy.com

 Exmoor Based Venues - Porlock, 
Withypool and  Nr. Barbrook

Army Surplus and
Equipment
Waterproof
Workwear

Hunting Apparel
Secondhand riding
clothing and tack

(Updated regularly
online)

All enquiries
Tel: 01643 831151

carolecwoods@aol.com
www.pickedstones.co.uk

We will return all
enquiries a.s.a.p.
MAIL ORDER  :

HOME DELIVERY
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• 7 day turnaround (or less)
• Free collection and delivery  

for 5 or more rugs
• Quantity discounts

• Repairs undertaken at £10ph
• Nikwax products used

Rug Wash ... £11.00 Reproof ... £7.00
Fleeces and Fly Rugs ... £9.00

07740 865600
THE COMPLETE HORSE RUG  

WASHING AND REPAIR SERVICE

www.prismequinelaundry.co.uk

Exmoor News.indd   1 08/01/2020   10:40

A Dog’s Day Out – 
Bow-wow woes
I think there should be 
an international dogs 
day when all the dogs 

all over the world unite.   “What for?”   To 
lighten our knowledge and have some 
fun.   Start making notes Honey.   They 
just had one for women.   “Perhaps there 
should be a day just for the bitches then.”   
Don’t be silly that would mean I can’t 
join in and it’s my idea.   I’m going to 
write to Dillyn in Downing Street.   He’ll 
know what to do.   He’s had plenty of 
experience in publicity recently.

“I’ve heard a rumour Dillyn won’t be 
there for much longer.   He’s relocating 
to their relatives with more suitable 
accommodation.”   What!   You’re being 
silly again.   “No seriously.   He can’t get 
from the top floor flat where he lives 
down to St. James’ Park in time.”   Hey, 
do you remember Pee Wee Wright at the 
kennels?   Everyone was warned when 
they arrived not to leave their bag on the 
floor when they came in.   We could invite 
him to speak, he’s very worldly.

Did you know that three quarters of pet 
dogs like us have anxieties.   We pick 
them up from our human owners.   Dogs 
need to become more influential in their 
thinking to help our owners with modern 
concerns;  gently persuade them to take 
up more hill walking for longer periods 
and improve their home cooking skills.

“Have you looked closely at Dillyn, 
Buddy?   He’s an odd looking character.”   
The poor fellow has an undershot jaw 
which makes for eating from his dinner 
bowl difficult.   I expect he’s on a special 
diet of scrambled eggs – doesn’t affect 
his linguistic ability though.   What do 
you think of the new grain free mixer 
she’s giving us?   She says it has all 
the ingredients to make dogs happy 
– rosehip, peppermint, milk thistle, 

liquorice root and devil’s claw.  “I’d eat 
anything I can sniff out in a hedge or in a 
pile of straw, I’m not that fussed really as 
long as it’s tasty.”   I know.  She shouldn’t  
have gone to all that trouble for us.   

So what have we got so far on the 
international dogs day agenda 
Honey?   “Incontinence:   mental 
health and eating disorders.”   
Hmmmm.    Back to chasing 
squirrels and quad bikes then.

Buddy Brown (pure Jack Russell) a roving 
reporter
Reference: Laughing Dog grain free baked mixer meal.

Prism Equine Laundry has donated £196.00 to 
the Exmoor Pony Centre. I give 50p from every 
rug I wash to charity so everyone who has used 
Prism Equine Laundry for their rug washing 
between April 2019 and March 2020 has 
contributed to this amazing total. Last years 
total was £184.00
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Larchwood Cattery 
East Anstey EX16 9JL 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purpose built 
Individually heated chalets 

Spacious outdoor runs 
Tel: 01398 341100/07598813621 

Email: Info@larchwoodcattery.co.uk 
www.larchwoodcattery.co.uk 

  
 

The Winsford Dog School
Winsford Village Hall

Training for that perfect companion!

Classes on Monday evenings:
RESERVE YOUR PLACE NOW

Puppies - 5:30pm
Improver - 6:30pm

Advanced Adults- 2:30pm

Courses run for 6 weeks.

All welcome from pups to geriatrics.

To book a place please contact
Suzy on 01643 851281

www. suzyandcanines.co.uk
dilly7a@yahoo.com

1:1 is always available for behavioural issues
or training to get ahead!

Join our challenge for
12 weeks of games.

Learn one game a week, the 
games are quick and will help 
your dogs in retrieve, flexibility, 
controlling their emotional 
state, proximity, disengagement, 
calmness, focus, and confidence.

Follow me on Facebook at: Suzy 
and Canines to find all the games 
and instructions.  
Email: dilly7a@yahoo.com
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JANE PENFOLD
EQUESTRIAN SERVICES

Equine Bodywork –
The Masterson Method®, Myofascial Release,
Laser Therapy, Acupressure and more!

Saddle Fitting – checking, reflocking,
help sourcing secondhand saddles,
numnahs, new girth straps etc.

Riding Tuition – all ages 10+.
Classically trained, BHS Accredited Coach
and former BD listed Judge.

     www.flexiblehorse.co.uk          07711 130371          Jane@flexiblehorse.co.uk     

Fully qualified and insured – 
call me for a chat to see

if I can help you!

- How to help your horses and 		
dogs to be healthy naturally

- Build your animal care 
business with bespoke 
coaching

- Enjoy quality aloe vera 
healthcare for your horse, dog 
and you

- Free training and careers 
advice on holistic horse and 
dog care

www.taranet.co.uk  info@taranet.co.uk   07340 672920  FB: @HolisticAnimal
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Albums, Folios

Scrapbooks &

Journals

made to order.

Exmoor
 BookBinding

 01643 841116
sarah@the-burns.com

Repairs & Restoration to
all your favourite books.

Lance Nicholson
Country Pursuits

9 High Street, Dulverton
01398 323409

Shotguns, rifles, 
ammunition, clays etc. 

All your game fishing needs 
plus details of the 

Dulverton Angling Association.
Large range of Barbour clothing.

www.lance-nicholson.co.uk
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Service, maintenance and
repair of all types of

sewage treatment plant
and pumping equipment.

All manufacturers. Domestic and
commercial systems.

Emergency Call Outs. Biennial diarised visits.
Annual Service Contracts with a

Service Level Agreement.

01984 623404   |   wci.co.uk
enquiries@wci.co.uk

British Water Accredited Service Engineers.

Call or email us today to arrange a 
service visit or discuss your options

Responsive  Professional

Fully Insured Family Run
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OIL BURNER SERVICE
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

with over 15 years experience
OFFERING YOU THE BEST QUALITY
OIL BURNER SERVICING AROUND

COMPETITIVE RATES
BEST QUALITY SERVICE

ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN

Call now on 01643 831384
or 07811 600694

PAUL JONES
EXFORD

CanDo4U
No job is to small.
If you need it done,
call to get your work
done at a fair price.

Estimates are free, so
don't wait, call Mike.

07866 429896
01398 323968

* Painting & decorating
* Small maintenance work
* Lawn mowing & gardening
* General help around the home

Leave a message if I'm busy,
I'll get back to you soon.

Fully insured, local and reliable service.
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01398 331885  home     15 West Street

07971 983093  Bob            Bampton 

07812 037716  Graham         Devon   Ex16 9NJ

Providing support and 
housing for older people at         
Abbeyfield House, Dulverton

Please call 01398 324136 
for more information

Making time for you to enjoy life

Dulverton Society
Making time for older people

Registered National Office: The Abbeyfield Society, St Peters House, 2 Bricket Road, St Albans, Hertfordshire AL1 3JW
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Corona

The Corona van came round
When I was a girl to bring
Delicious pop soda;
Raspberryade
Dandelion and burdock
Orange and lemon fizz
In bottles of thick glass with
tops of wire, rubber and ceramic
that leapt open when pressured
they were so dynamic!

Now the name Corona brings
A deadly virus with it.
So we all stay at home
And hope to avoid it
by wishing each other shalom.
The conversation on tv
Has rapidly changed from Brexit
To stop the over 70s’ exit.
The mantra now is well defined as
'wash your hands and stay inside'.

Out in the woods the herd of deer
Is clearly on the move.
Wildlife is back, hedgerows alive.
The skies resound with song 
and we all believe we are strong.
In Dulverton supplies depend 
on chevron-standing in a line
And waving hello instead of touch.
Shop-keepers trying to be fair
And shoppers limited as such.

Who knows how long this can go on
Hiding away from the Plague.
For that’s the language of biblical truth
Which in science becomes less vague.
Coffins in rows tell a different story.
The death toll is rising in England.
Our family copes with texts and calls
Supporting each other in hope.
Each lives within their chosen walls
And washes themselves with soap.

Death is away in the future.
Not yet we say to ourselves
Too much to do,  
our lives look ahead
And life in the hedgerows will spread.
Spring has come round
To rid us of gloom
and we are a powerful nation.
This renewal of vows is timely
And will lead us out of frustration.

Liz Crean
26 March 2020

2 Newton Square
Bampton

EX16 9NE
01398331420

07949 534687
info@figsshop.co.uk
www.figsshop.co.uk

Figs Shop
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Volunteers cleared undergrowth on 
‘the Island’ adjacent to Dulverton Weir 
in preparation of the archaeological 
dig which is planned for July. 
Volunteers worked in the rain for 5 
hours.
Photo (right) shows L to R volunteers 
Tim, Clive, Peter, Patrick Watts-
Mabbott Volunteer & Outreach Officer 
Exmoor National Park Authority and 
Philip Hull Trustee Dulverton Weir & 
Leat Conservation Trust.
Patrick Watts-Mabbott said “we had 
a great day splashing across the leat 
to get to the back of the weir where 
we were working. Definitely a day 
to remember. If anyone is interested 
in getting involved in this and wider 
projects on Exmoor why not take a 
look at the National Park website at 
www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/
getinvolved”
Philip Hull Trustee comments: 
“community involvement is a key part 
of the project and we are most grateful 
to ENPA and their ‘get involved 
initiative volunteers. There are further 
volunteering opportunities directly 
with the Trust arising shortly and 
we welcome contact from anyone 
who wants to join in on this fantastic 
project to understand and preserve 
Dulverton’s medieval history”.

On the same day as the work was being 
carried out on ‘the Island’, Dulverton 
local resident John Dunscombe had a 
surprise when walking his dog. Just in 
front of the Old Bakehouse in Chapel 
Street, close to the centre of town he 

saw an otter.
Photo (below) shows an otter of the 
type seen by John 

John says:  “I always look over the wall 
into the leat as one can often see a 
Dipper but imagine my surprise and 
delight to see an Otter pop its head 
above the vegetation. But as soon as 
it saw me, it quickly ducked out of 
sight”
This is not the first time Otters have 
been sighted on the Dulverton Weir 
& Leat system. Seeing an elusive 
Otter (they are protected under the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981) 

DULVERTON WEIR & LEAT CONSERVATION TRUST
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is one of the most rewarding wildlife 
experiences in Britain. They feed on 
fish and eels and work by the Trust 
and its partners have led to more eels 
being sighted in this area of the leat. 
Richard Partington Trustee of DWLCT 
comments:“we hope that the work of 
the Trust and its partners will lead to 
more sightings like this”
Marcus Kravis, Executive Member for 
Assets at Somerset West and Taunton 
Council, said: “We are delighted 
to be working in partnership with 
the Trust on this exciting project to 
restore the iconic weir and leat to its 
rightful place as part of Dulverton’s 
heritage. It is wonderful to see that 
volunteers have started preparation 
work already. Their commitment 
makes all the difference and I would 
encourage anyone who recognises 
the importance of this waterway 
to get involved in the joint effort to 
restore and safeguard this medieval 
leat and weir system”.
Somerset West & Taunton Council 
has completed repairs to Dulverton 
Leat approximately 100 yds of the 
leat bank has been repaired and 

the footpath alongside it has been 
upgraded allowing easier access for 
those wishing to view this beautiful 
part of Dulverton. The footpath is 
now open and accessible to all.  
These repairs are an important part of 
the initiative in by Somerset West and 
Taunton Council in partnership with 
Dulverton Weir & Leat Conservation 
Trust to restore and safeguard 
Dulverton’s medieval weir & leat 
system for the whole community.  
Philip Hull Trustee of DWLCT says;
“The Trust are most grateful to the 
council for their hard work and 
pleased that this project is beginning 
to make progress. We want everyone 
in the community to be able to enjoy 
and appreciate this valuable ancient 
monument which is recognised 
by academics as one of the best 
preserved medieval weir & leat 
systems in England”.
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All house and garden work undertaken
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Offering a wide range of building and  
carpentry services in the North Devon area. 
These services range from timber garden 
buildings and general domestic alterations, 
through to bespoke internal joinery,  
kitchens, bathrooms, plastering, 
lime plastering and restoration work.

Contact Andy on:

m 07920403703 t  01398341620

w www.andrewbradleybuilding.com

e enquires@andrewbradleybuilding.com

ANDREW BRADLEY
est 2004

BUILDING

Hello, I’m Ian a chimney sweep living and 
working on Exmoor and my first thoughts go 
out to all living on Exmoor, I hope you are all 
keeping well and safe in these testing times. 
I have had some customers contacting me 
asking if I can sweep their chimneys or 
woodburners. At present chimney sweeps are 
not classified as key workers so I am following 
government guidelines and what Nacs and 
Hetas organisations recommend  by staying at 
home.
Also a lot of my customers fall into the “at risk 
category” and I do not wish to cause them any 
harm or put them in any danger from the risk of 
infection at the moment.
Because we live in a rural area we tend use our 
fires and woodburners as part of our heating 
and cooking systems, so if a customer has a real 
problem which means they can’t use it, I will 
make the effort to get to them and solve their 
problem and get them up and running again, 
following the guidelines on social distancing.
We are nearing the end of our burning season, 
but as a lot of us are staying home and using our 
fires more frequently and for longer periods we 
need to be a little more careful, so if you haven’t 
had your fire/woodburner swept recently, care 
should be taken not to overfire ie (burning 
to hot or letting it roar), as this could cause a 
chimney fire. Also ensure you are burning the 
best fuel you can afford, and with wood that 
it is dry and well seasoned, I know this can be 
hard to find at this time of the year.
Once restrictions have been lifted I recommend 
you get you fires/woodburners swept as soon as 
possible by a fully qualified and insured sweep 
who should provide a proper invoice and a 
recognised certificate.
In some ways we are lucky that we live in such a 
beautiful area to self isolate.
Stay safe
Ian the sweep
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A beauty salon situated just 1.6 miles from the historic charter town of Bampton, on the
outskirts of Shillingford. Here at Remote Therapies we offer a range of treatments to suit all.

~Waxing ~Gel & Acrylic Nails

~Eye Treatments ~Dermalogica Skin Care

~Eyelash Extensions ~Massage

~Manicures & Pedicures ~CryoSthetics

~Spray Tanning ~Treatments for Men

Free onsite parking

        T: 07845 925907      E: remotetherapies@gmail.com w: www.remotetherapies.co.uk

Unit 2d, Fourwinds, Shillingford, Bampton, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 9AU

General Builder
All Building Work Undertaken

Tel: 01398 323687

Mob: 07790 711 125

N. H. Hopkins
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Update Covid-19 – Information for 
Visitors and Supporters

IN LINE WITH GOVERNMENT DIRECTIVES, 
THE PONY CENTRE IS NOW CLOSED.

We would like to send all our supporters 
our very best wishes at this difficult time 
and assure everyone that our ponies are 
receiving the best of care.
We are operating with just one member 
of staff plus our manager on site at any 
one time to ensure social distancing 
and staff safety, and our volunteers have 
been told to remain at home.
We will be using enhanced social media 
and fundraising notifications to try and 
maintain contact and enable people to 
keep in touch with us and our work. We 
hope to continue bringing you news 
and some ‘light hearted’ relief from 
the current situation with updates and 
stories of our ponies.
We hope the charity will come out of this 
situation with the funds to continue and 
that we will be able to welcome visitors 
to the Exmoor Pony Centre again in the 
future. 

Thank you for your understanding. Please 
take care and stay safe.

Website: www.exmoorponycentre.org.uk
Facebook:www.facebook.com/
TheExmoorPonyCentre
Email: info@exmoorponycentre.org.uk
Tel: 01398 323093

News from the Exmoor Pony Centre, Ashwick, Dulverton TA22 9QE

EMERGENCY CALL OUTS
Septic Tank/Cess Pool Emptying - Any Size
Grease Traps
Drain Blockage Clearance
Various Commercial Liquid Waste Disposal
Servicing
CCTV Drainage Surveys
Pump Repairs & Renewals
Installation of Septic Tanks & Sewage Treatment Works
Mantair Units

Spirebourne Limited
Liquid Waste Disposal and Drainage Co.

FREEPHONE 08000 855185

spirebourne@hotmail.co.uk
www.spirebourne.co.uk



exmoornews@gmail.com          EXMOOR NEWS          exmoornews.co.uk56

“The Dulverton Health Group Walkers 
at Wimbleball Lake last month despite 
the inclement weather! 
The Walks have now been suspended 
until further notice but will resume as 
soon as possible.”

Milverton Concert Society has had a 
really successful season starting with a 
concert from pianist Isata Kanneh-Mason, 
the oldest member of the astoundingly 
musical family whose fame is now world-
wide thanks to the success of ‘cellist 
Sheku, winner of the BBC Young Musician 
Competition (and soloist at the wedding 
of Harry and Meghan!).  She is one of 
SEVEN highly talented children ranging 
from age 9 to 23  - all very proficient 
on their chosen instruments and all, it 
seems, destined to make an impact on 
the world musical scene AND Milverton 
in 2021 (see next season).
 This was followed by a visit from 
Leonard Elschenbroich , one of the most 
charismatic cellists of his generation,  and 
The London Bridge Trio, one of Britain’s 
most exciting and brilliant chamber 
groups.
The ambience at these concerts is always 
a joy to experience – hundreds of candles 

providing a warming glow, enthusiastic 
and welcoming front of house staff, 
the promise of a cheering glass of wine 
at the interval and a general buzz of 
expectation.  
Unfortunately the ‘sell out’ concert with 
Red Priest had to be postponed, but they 
will definitely be visiting us at a later date.
Our proposed next season is ;
October 23rd 2020
Martin James Bartlett Piano
November 20th 2020
Metamorphoses Trio Clarinet/Viola/Piano
February 26th 2021
Onyx Brass quintet
March 26th 2021
Kanneh-Masons
5 Rising Stars
Follow us on Facebook and on www.
milvertonconcerts.org

Joshua Waygood Historic Building Conservation
Providing traditional lime restoration and repairs to historic 

buildings throughout Somerset & Devon
Lime plastering, lime rendering & lime pointing, lime washing, 

traditional stonework, stone repairs cob wall repairs
07795 967292                             josh_waygood@hotmail.co.uk
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Answers to quiz on page 23
1.	 The Exmoor Pony Centre, owned by the Moorland 	
	 Mousie Trust, was opened to the public in the year 	
	 2006
2. 	 Bridgetown Cricket Club became champions of 	
	 the West Somerset Cricket League for the first 	
	 time in the club’s 90-year history in 2014.
3. 	 9
4. 	 Author, artist and naturalist Hope Bourne, who 	
	 lived a life of self sufficiency on the moor for 	
	 more than 60 years, wrote ’A Village of the Moor’ 	
	 about Withypool
5. 	 Exmoor Horn ewe and a Bluefaced Leicester ram.
6. 	 6 points on each side.
7.	 Dunkery Beacon
8. 	 Last Thursday in October
9. 	 The station was closed in 1966
10.	 Bakery products
11.	 The Exmoor News started in 1985.
12.	 A Kinetic sculpture called “Transforming 		
	 Movement” was unveiled by Dulverton Weir and 	
	 Leat 	 Conservation Group at Leat Bridge in 	
	 Dulverton in July 2016.
13.	 The Royal Oak and Exmoor Forest Inn
14. 	 Dulverton by Starlight
15.	 Buddy Brown (pure Jack Russell)
16. 	 Wimbleball Lake was constructed in the 1970s 	
	 and completed in 1979. If the water drops 	
	 dramatically Bessom Bridge appears.
17. 	 Luxborough
18.	 Tarr Farm Inn
19. 	 Whortleberry
20. 	 Lorna Doone was written by R D Blackmore

Exmoor society
‘Following government advice on group 
events, The Exmoor Society is cancelling 
all walks before 1 August and will keep 
the situation under review.  The Society 
would like to encourage as many as 
possible to enjoy Exmoor National Park’s 
natural beauty safely and promote 
physical and mental wellbeing.  We will 
try to publish on our website the planned 
routes of the cancelled walks in the online 
events calendar.  Please keep yourselves 
and others safe by following government 
guidelines for COVID-19.’
Thank you very much for all your past 
support in promoting our walks.  We will 
be working both at the office and at home 
as required and will continue to respond 
to all enquiries as promptly as possible.  
We hope it will not be too long before we 
are able to return to normality and wish 
you good health in the meantime.
Anne Parham
Administrator
The Exmoor Society
34 High Street, DULVERTON, Somerset TA22 9DJ
Telephone: 01398 323335
Email: info@exmoorsociety.com 
Website: www.exmoorsociety.com

DULVERTON GROUP, 
EXMOOR SOCIETY

The Dulverton Group has cancelled the 
talks due to be held in April and May 
– we thank those who attended the 
March AGM and fascinating slide show 
by David Currie covering his trip to New 
Zealand.
We hope to resume our programme on 
Thursday, 10th September with a talk 

by the Woodland Trust about Exmoor’s 
trees.  In October and November we 
will hear about the Headwaters of the 
Exe project and the Two Rivers Paper 
Mill, who manufacture rag based 
paper using restored machinery over a 
century old.  We expect to run the three 
cancelled 2020 talks in 2021.
Dr Ken J. Mills, Chairman & Secretary       
kenmills222@gmail.com



exmoornews@gmail.com          EXMOOR NEWS          exmoornews.co.uk58

 £1995 plus disbursements

Dulverton 01398 324590
Office and Chapel of Rest, Unit 7 Barle
Enterprise Cenntre, Dulverton TA22 9BF

PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS
Bampton T.C.: Clerk: Penny Clapham	 clerk@bamptontowncouncil.gov.uk	 01647 253066 
Brompton Regis P.C.: S Buchanan 	 brpcclerk@gmail.com	 01984 641706 
Brushford P.C.: Clerk: Clive Knight, 	 cliveknight@me.com	 01398 324140
Cutcombe P.C.: Clerk: Nic Kemp	 cutcombeclerk@gmail.com	 07852 813983
Dulverton T.C.: Sec: Miss A. Rose	 clerk@dulvertontowncouncil.co.uk	 01398 324561
East Anstey P.C.: Clerk: Mrs Jill Larcombe	 eastansteypc@yahoo.co.uk	 01884 252647
Exford P.C: Clerk:  Nic Kemp	 clerk@exfordparishcouncil.org 	 07852 813983 
Exmoor P..C.: Clerk: Charlotte Hornsby	 exmoorparishcouncil@gmail.com	 01643 831535
Exton P.C.: Clerk: Andrew Moore	 clerk@extonparishcouncil.co.uk	 01984 641539
Oakford Parish Council: Chair: Mr John Phillips	 patsyphili@aol.com,  	 07583 146498
Upton P.C.: Clerk: Mrs P Purvis	 uptonparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk	 01398 371548
Winsford P.C.: Clerk: Nic Kemp	 winsfordparishcouncil@gmail.com  	 07852 813983
Withypool & Hawkridge P.C.: Clerk: Charlotte Hornsby	 withypoolhawkridgeparishclerk@gmail.com	 01643 831535 
Wiveliscombe T.C.: Clerk: Sarah Towells	 townclerk@wiveliscombe.com  	 01984 631914
LOCAL CHURCHES AND CHAPEL CONTACT NUMBERS 
All Saints Church, Dulverton: The Rev. Martin Collett, Assistant Curate	 01398 324211
Dulverton Benefice/All Saints/Community choirs: Gary Cooper	 07419 212354
All Saints Church, Dulverton, Bell Tower: Anne Markwick 	 01398 323823
Brompton Regis with Withiel Florey, Upton and Skilgate: The Rev. Martin Collett, Assistant Curate	 01398 324211
Brushford: The Rev. Collett, Assistant Curate		  01398 324211
Exmoor Benefice: The Rev. David Weir, The Rectory, Exford, TA24 7LX	 01643 831330
Catholic Church: Priest: Father Michael		  01643 702201
Dulverton Congregational Church, Chapel St: Minister:	 01398 323943 
The Traditional Anglican Church:  Loxbear, Priest Reverend Aird	 01769 581042 
Exmoor Benefice Choir: Mrs B. Staples		  01643 851396
St Peter’s Church Oakford: Rev’d Stephanie Gordon-Jeffs     office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org	 01884 250417
ARTS
Community Music Events: Gary Cooper www.allsaintsdulverton.org.uk	 07419 212354
Dulverton Art Group: Sec: Mrs G Rose, 2 Stable Mews, The Square, Witheridge	 01884 860495
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Dulverton Camera Club: Sec: Peter Main, 4 Valley View, Morebath, Tiverton, EX16	 01398 331556
Dulverton Players: Chair: Les Silverlock	  	 01398 341850
Oakford Players, Chair: Mr A Holmes	 tholmes556@btinternet.com	 01398 351665
SPORTS CLUBS
Anstey Short Mat Bowls: Chris Dale		  01398 341615
Bridgetown Cricket: Sec: Mr. D. Sherring, Mid-Wicket, Bridgetown, Dulverton TA22 9JN administrator@bridgetowncc.co.uk
Brushford Short Mat Bowling: Sec: Sam Takle		  01398 324147
Cutcombe Cricket: Sec: Mrs Maria Adams, 1 The Beeches, Wheddon Cross 	 01643 841036
Dulverton Angling Assn: c/o Pat Veale, 9 High St., Dulverton, TA22 9HB	 01398 323409
Dulverton Badminton Club: Sec Judy Smith		  01398 324353
Dulverton Cricket Club: Robert Dubery		  01398 323474
Dulverton Cricket Club, Colts: Mrs Christine Dubery		  01398 323474
Dulverton & District Tennis Club: Orla Jones    		  07783 930700
Dulverton & Exmoor Squash Club: Membership Sec: Chris Winter. chriscwin@aol.com 	 07710 046107
Dulverton Jnr. F.C: Sec: Mrs Christine Dubery		  01398 323474
Dulverton Netball Club: Sec Lindsay Smith, 25, Nicholas Close, Brushford	 01398 323834
Dulverton Snooker: Sec: Mr. D. Bodger, 39 Fishers Mead, Dulverton, TA22 9EN	 01398 323899
Dulverton Sports and Social: Chair: Carl Hooper		  01398 324494
Dulverton Sportsfield Management: Adrian Smith		  01398 323834
Dulverton Senior Table Tennis: Richard Archer		  01398 324160
Dulverton Town F.C: Sec: Mr. J. Atkins, 1 Exebridge, Dulverton. TA22 9AY	 01398 323787
Exmoor Croquet Club: Chair: Connie Heywood		  01398 341556
Moorland Hall Sports:	 info@wheddoncross.org.uk
Wimbleball Fly Fishers: 	 enquiries@fishingthewest.co.uk
PRE-SCHOOL GROUPS
All Saints School & Nursery: 	                                                             01398 323231 & 01398 323223
Anstey Parent and Toddlers Group: E A School		  01398 341369
Little Owls Nursery at All Saints C of E School, Dulverton	 01398 324360
Rhythm n’Brews Toddler Group: Sabine Cooper		  07419 212354
SCHOOLS
All Saints C of E School: Fishers Mead TA22 9EN		  01398 323231
Brompton Regis Toddlers: Mrs.S. Julian, Court Place Farm, Skilgate	 01398 331031
Cutcombe C of E First School: Wheddon Cross, TA24 7DZ		  01643 841462
Dulverton Junior School: Barns Close West, TA22 9EE	 01398 323223 
Dulverton Children’s Centre: All Saints School, Fishers Mead TA22 9EN	 01398 324360
Dulverton Family and Toddlers Group: 		  01398 324329
Dunkery PreSchool: Supervisor: Mrs. S. Matravers, Shute Close, Cutcombe, Minehead	 01643 841008
East Anstey Primary School: East Anstey, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 9JP	 01398 341369
Little Owls Nursery: All Saints School, Fishers Mead TA22 9EN	 01398 324360
WOMEN’S ORGANISATIONS
Anstey W.I.: President: Mrs. C Wood		  01398 341472
Brompton Regis W.I.: Sec: Mrs. P. Beecham, Rose Cottage, Brompton Regis	 01398 371407
Cutcombe & District M.U.: President, Pam Anson		  01643 851616 
Cutcombe & District W.I.: Mrs. Pam Anson 		  01643 851616      
Dulverton & Brushford M. U.: Mrs A. Gregory, 22 Jury Road, Dulverton, TA22 9DU	 01398 323587                                                                                                      
Exford Moorhens: Chairman: Mrs. I. Collett   		  01643 831016
Oakford Moorland Ladies Club: Chair: Patsy Phillips	 Patsyphili@aol.com	 01398 351648
YOUTH ORGANISATIONS AND ACTIVITIES
Bampton Scouts/Cubs/Beaver748s: Tony Weiss		  01398 331901
Dulverton & District Young People’s Project: Chair: John Preston	 01398 323862
Dulverton Ballet: Mrs Wightmore, Flat 3, Easter House, St. Andrews St. Tiverton	 01884 253999
Exmoor Community Youth Club: Organiser Laura Tasker, Fridays 6 – 8 pm	 01643 831125 
OTHERS
Abbeyfield House 		  01398 324136
Bampton Library and Resource Centre, Station Road	 01398 332466
Brushford Parish Hall: Bookings enquiries@brushfordparishhall.org.uk 	 07941 139846 
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Brushford Luncheon Club: Treasurer: Margaret Albery	 01398 324587
Care Direct for help and advice: www.somerset.gov.uk 	 0300 1232224
Cutcombe Flower & Produce Show: Sue White 		  01643 841142
Dulverton Action Group: Magdalena Harding 		  01398 323 785
Dulverton & District Civic Soc: Kathy Currie	    	 07493  518350
Dulverton & Southern Exmoor Twinning: Chair: Steve Ford, Dulverton	 01398 323016
Dulverton Bridge Club: Sec. Brian Hughes, www.Bridgewebs.com/dulverton	 01398 331219
Dulverton Dance: 		  01398 341850
Dulverton Ballroom Dance: Sec: Mrs Christine Dubery	 01398 323474
Dulverton Development Forum: Sec: Mrs J. Ross		  01398 323818
Dulverton Films: Jan Ross		  01398 323818
Dulverton Fellowship for Mental Health: Marion Silverlock 	 01398 341850
Dulverton Gardening Club: Roger Hammmond		  01398 323954
Dulverton Group Exmoor Society: Sec: Dr Ken Mills		  01398 331482
Dulverton Vets		  01398 323285
Dulverton Vintage Films: Magdalena Harding 		  01398 323785
Dulverton Voluntary Drivers: Mike Beale		  07743 885115
Exe Valley Market Bus: Chairman: Colin Radford, cjrbutterdale@gmail.com
Bookings (To include private use) Jennie Chappell smilerjenniec@hotmail.com	 01398 351666
Exmoor Patient Group: Chair: Sandra Wilson, W Nightcott, Dulverton TA22 9RT	 01398 324687
Exmoor BeeKeepers Association: Sec: Caroline Ralph  exmoorhoneyshow@gmail.com 	 01984 656240
Exmoor Community Bus Assn: Sec: Mr. G Knock, 6 Pounds Close, Brushford TA22 9AL 	 01398 324555
Exmoor Pony Centre: Ashwick, Dulverton, Somerset, TA22 9QE	 01398 323093
Exmoor Pony Society: Sec: Sue McGeever, Woodmans, Brithem Bottom Cullompton, Devon EX15 1NB 	 01884 839930
Exmoor Rotary Club: Humphrey Berridge (PRO), Station Hse,  Luke St, Bampton	 01398 332324
Good Neighbours: Sandra Collett 		  01398 324211
Oakford Village Hall: Chair: Mr D Bannister	 davidbannister10@hotmail.com	 01398 351135
Bookings: Mrs Dawn Williams	 dawnwilliams1@gmail.com	 01398 324035
Royal British Legion Dulverton: Peter Donnelly		  01398 323030
TA22 Voluntary Lift Scheme (formerly Brushford Voluntary Lifts): Chair: T. Wilson	 07528 326880
Tiverton Model Aero Club: Sec: Mr. P Veale, 9 High St., Dulverton TA22 9HB	 01398 323409
U3A Exmoor: Yvonne Moorfoot, 3 Lamb Back, Dulverton	 01398 323529
Village Agent Jane Lillis	 janel@somersetrcc.org.uk	 07958 415270
West Somerset Advice Bureau:  		  01643 704624
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