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Best wishes, Ceri Keene and Claire Savill
E: exmoornews@gmail.com   T: 07497 914441  W: www.exmoornews.co.uk

Post: The Old Stores, Brushford, Dulverton, Somerset, TA22 9AH 
We take our responsibility to maintain high editorial standards seriously.

Should an error occur please do not hesitate to contact us.          

Cover image 2020: © Claire Savill.

If you would like to see your photo on the cover send us a low resolution copy 
for our library. If used we will ask for a high resolution version and you too 
could be in print.

Last Christmas I produced a small booklet with “vouchers” in it for family to use... visits 
to local venues, special treats, things to do, walks to be taken... that sort of thing. The 
idea was to use these “vouchers” throughout the year to get out more, have more fun 
and have “quality time”. Well, that didn’t happen! Maybe I should think about similar 
things to do which are Covid safe and make our lives filled with a few more nice 
things. There are lots of things to do online but meeting people offers so much more, 
for example with a walking group see page 34. Maybe make a list of things you and 
the children could collect on your walks, acorns, cones etc.
We’ve gone a bit bookish. We are promoting our book publishing services and we 
have put together some info on book production which may be of use to budding 
authors. We have an article from local author Kate Lord Brown on p5 (thank you Kate) 
and Bampton Players and Dulverton by Starlight are holding writing competitions 
(see pages 6 and 7). 

EXMOOR NEWS
COVERING SOUTHERN EXMOOR

Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the information in this magazine, no liability can be accepted by the editors 
and publishers for any loss, damage or injury caused by errors in, or omissions from, the information given. Please also note that in 
the publication of trade adverts, the editors do not guarantee the quality of services provided by any of these advertisers. The editors 
reserve the right to decline to publish any item and to amend or shorten material. Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of the 
publisher/editor. All advert bookings are subject to our terms and conditions see www.exmoornews.co.uk/payments. 
Under the Data Protection Act, we have a legal duty to protect any information we collect from you. We take appropriate security 
measures to safeguard your data and apply security standards and controls to prevent any unauthorised access to it.

EXMOOR NEWS MAGAZINE ADVERT SIZES – Prices may be subject to change. 3,000 copies printed

A5 whole page (123w x 188h mm) Mono @ £68 per issue Colour @ £91 per issue

A5 half-page (123w x 92h mm) Mono @ £34 per issue Colour @ £46 per issue

A5 portrait quarter page (60w x 92h mm) Mono @ £17 per issue Colour @ £23 per issue

A5 landscape quarter page (123w x 43h mm) Mono @ £17 per issue Colour @ £23 per issue

The deadline for the January/February issue of the Exmoor News is

Thursday 3rd December 2020
Printed by Brightsea, Exeter
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We work with
authors to make
their dreams a
reality.

Producing a wide
variety of books,
from fact, fiction,
autobiographies,
art books, photo
memory books,
poetry, cartoons etc.

Electronic and
printed.

Typing manuscripts.

Image sourcing.

Design services.

Scanning.

Typesetting.

Cover design and
makeup.

Proof reading
services.

ISBN and copyright.

Look
Books, books & more books

Contact us to find out more

E: exmoornews@gmail.com

T: 07497 914441
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Published by Exmoor News and 
available on Amazon
Quirky Quiz and Puzzle Book for Quizmasters 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1916271847/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_api_i_8iYAFbGP3VEF5

Living in the Mourning Light 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1916271804/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_api_i_SjYAFb54R9DYN

This Was My Africa: Living with Changes 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1987776798/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_api_i_qpYAFb8A40YC1

An Exmoor Artist: A Creative Journey in Oil, Watercolour, Pastel and Acrylic Painting

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1508422508/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_api_i_SqYAFb193TDNA

Books available from Amazon.
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Mind Map
A few ideas for books
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   Shaping Stories

Exmoor has long attracted and inspired 
writers and poets, from Wordsworth, 
Coleridge and Shelley, to Marie Corelli 
and Henry Williamson and, of course, R 
D Blackmore and Hope Bourne. Today’s 
Exmoor writers include Devon-born 
novelist, Kate Lord Brown, who now calls 
Dulverton home.
After living in different parts of the world, 
most recently the Middle East, Kate 
and her family - husband, two children, 
and adopted dogs and cats - returned 
to England four years ago. ‘I had happy 
childhood memories of Stoodleigh,’ says 
Kate, ‘and Dulverton appealed to us as it 
has so much to offer.’  It is also within easy 
reach of the North Devon coast where 
the family loves to swim and surf, just as 
Kate did as a girl.
After reading philosophy at Durham and 
art history at the Courtauld Institute, 
Kate worked as an art curator, but 
writing has always been part of her life. 
‘I won my first writing prize while I was 
at school and, much later, completed an 
MA in creative writing.’  
Her breakthrough came in 2009, as 
a finalist in ITV’s The People’s Author 
contest; her first novel, The Beauty Chorus 

came out two years later. In 2014, Kate’s 
second novel, The Perfume Garden, was 
shortlisted for Romantic Novel of the 
Year; four more followed, the latest, Silent 
Music, in 2019.
Starting points tend to be what Kate 
calls, ‘Little nuggets of history’. The 
Beauty Chorus, for example, was inspired 
by the obituary of a woman who had 
been a WWII Spitfire pilot. The novel she 
is currently working on features wartime 
Tiverton, where J D Salinger, author of 
The Catcher in the Rye, was stationed for 
three months. 
And now you could have a character 
in that next novel named after you, as 
Kate is currently taking part in Children 
in Read, which is raising money for this 
year’s Children in Need appeal. But hurry, 
bids close on 12 November! (See Children 
in Read at www.jumblebee.co.uk )
She keeps to a strict routine, writing 
between the twice-daily school runs and 
walking her dogs. ‘I write in the mornings 
and afternoons; evenings are for 
research or going through what I have 
written earlier.’  Kate is an avid reader too; 
she particularly enjoys the novels of Ann 
Patchett, Elizabeth Strout and Anne Tyler 
but her favourite book is The Leopard 
by Giuseppe di Lampedusa. ‘I discover 
something new each time I read it.’
Discover more about Kate’s writing life at 
www.katelordbrown 
Diane Trembath
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www.dulvertonbystarlight.co.uk

Email: info@dulvertonbystarlight.co.uk

Dulverton by Starlight

Dulverton by Starlight
events will be a bit
different this year - no full
event due to Covid.
Lots of fun things to do
online... details coming
soon.
Watch social media for
more information.
From the Starlight Team

Take part in 
our fun online 

fundraising 
quiz (details on 

our website) 
and our writing 

competition
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Day Excursions 
Due to the ongoing impact of 

Covid-19, it is with sadness that 
we have taken the decision to 

cancel the remaining excursions 
for 2020. 

We look forward to advertising 
again for March 2021 with a new 

brochure. 
To be added to our mailing list 

please see our website. 
 
  
  

Servicing & Repairs 
Cars, 4 x 4’s & Light 

Commercial Vehicles 
 

• Servicing 
• Repairs 
• MOT preparation 
• Diagnostic Check 

Call us for a quote or booking. 
 

Tel: 01398 371 271 |Email: info@uptoncoaches.co.uk | www.uptoncoaches.co.uk 

Upton Garage Upton Coaches 
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Have you always wanted to write a play 
but could never find the time?

Or maybe just getting started is the issue?

Well, now’s your chance to make it happen!

Bampton Players are holding a 
PLAY WRITING COMPETITION.

Everyone is welcome to submit an entry.
If we think your script has potential we will hold a play reading 

online and if the play is our cup of tea we will present a fully 
staged production as your prize.

So that’s a win, win for the writer and the Players!

We are looking for plays which are 60-90 minutes long 
suitable for a supper theatre or outdoor production.

If you have questions or would like to discuss your ideas 
contact Avril Saxby at avril.saxby@gmail.com

The closing date for the competition is 28th Feb 2021
Happy writing!

xx
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Dulverton by Starlight
events will be a bit
different this year - no full
event due to Covid.
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soon.
Watch social media for
more information.
From the Starlight Team

Dulverton by Starlight writing competition:

“What does Dulverton by Starlight mean to you? “
Guest judge Diane Trembath

There are three age categories and prizes:

Over 16’s £3 entry fee, 1000-word limit - £25 personalised greeting cards. 
Sponsored by Printing at the Vicarage 

Under 16’s entry free 500-word limit

Aged 5-11 – Prizes 1st £20 voucher, 2nd £10 voucher 3rd Prize £5 voucher. 
Sponsored by Jon Cox Chimney and Oil Services 

Aged 12-16 £20 voucher, 2nd £10 voucher 3rd Prize £5 voucher. 
Sponsored by Webbers Estate Agents

Email your entries to duvertonwritingcomp@yahoo.com or post your entries to: 
Starlight writing comp at The Post Office Dulverton 27 Fore Street, Dulverton TA22 9EX

Payment by cheque or bacs to Dulverton by Starlight, details on entry. 
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ROBIN
ASHBURNER
The Flag Man

Local, National & International
Quality Flags for sale

Flagpoles supplied
Special flags made to order

01398 323700
robinashburner@aol.com

www.reddragonflagmakers.co.uk
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WHATS HOT IN THE EXMOOR 
PROPERTY MARKET?
Like most parts of the UK, the property 
market has been exceptionally busy since 
agents were allowed back to work on May 
13th. Locally it’s been no exception. If 
anything the volume of enquiries coming 
in compared with a more normal Exmoor 
property market has been and indeed 
continues to be, staggering. For weeks 
and weeks now we have been carrying 
out an average normal months worth 
of viewings every 6 days and this has 
just continued relentlessly  particularly  
throughout July, August and September. 
(between June and the end of September 
almost a whole year’s worth of viewings 
carried out in 4 months alone).

Viewings levels are great but has this 
translated into sales and if so what has 
seen the greatest activity? In truth, 
almost every property type that you can 
think of and almost at every price range 
has been in demand. So many properties 
selling close to, at or indeed above their 
guide prices in recent weeks as multiple 
buyers have battled it out to secure 
their perfect home. The most extreme 
sector of the property market though 
having been particularly properties 
with land (5/10/20/30 acres) where the 
vast majority of landed properties have 
seen 10/20 or more viewings in the first 
few weeks, followed by multiple offers 
(sometimes 3/5 or even 8 different 
buyers) all chasing the same property. 
As a result, a very high percentage of 
these properties have sold at or above 
their Guide Price (some by 5/10% or even 
extreme cases of 14%).

But what of the market ahead? For now, 

the market continues unabated despite 
COVID, despite BREXIT negotiations 
and despite the undoubted issues in 
the economy at large. However, moving 
forward, up to the minute advice when 
selling your home on market conditions, 
nuances in the local property market 
where premium prices can still be 
secured will be essential for any home 
owner to feel comfortable that they are 
maximising both the interest in their 
home and, of course, the price. Timing 
will always be important as any potential 
change in the market can come about 
quickly and therefore having a close and 
trusting relationship with your agent, 
the advice that they give and their 
knowledge not only of the local market 
but the broader UK market  as a whole 
(where so many of our buyers come 
from) will be more important now than 
almost ever before.

I have been selling in the Exmoor area 
for over 36 years and offers an unrivalled 
breadth of experience during this time of 
the local market. For more details, advice 
on the value and potential sale of your 
home, then do contact Webbers/Fine & 
Country at the Dulverton office on 01398 
323271.

Napoleon Wilcox
Head of Webbers Fine & Country
Somerset, Devon, Cornwall, London.
Dulverton Office 01398 323271
napoleon.wilcox@webbers.co.uk

Unable to pick up a regular copy of Exmoor 
News? You can get it posted to your door, 

wherever you live.
Contact us to find out more

E: exmoornews@gmail.com
T: 07497 914441
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2 Newton Square
Bampton

EX16 9NE
01398331420

07949 534687
info@figsshop.co.uk
www.figsshop.co.uk

Figs Shop

Tiverton Town Band 
still exists!

We have kept a low profile recently due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic but rest assured we are 
raring to get going again when conditions and 
regulations allow. We are stringently following 
advice from BBE (Brass Bands England) and the 
government and have not met in person to 
play together, like so many organisations, since 
March. Current advice from BBE is that brass 
bands should not meet to rehearse as brass 
instruments would appear to disperse moisture 
droplets extremely efficiently and over a wide 
area. However, much research is being carried 
out in this area and we await the results with 
enthusiasm and baited breath.
All our summer engagements, which of course 
we love performing at, were necessarily cancelled 
or at best postponed according to the lockdown. 
There is something undeniably British about the 
sound of a Brass Band at a village fete, bandstand 
or parade and we long to return to  that and 
bring that atmosphere back for our audiences. 
In addition to performing we will also look at 
bringing back our very popular monthly car boot 
sale at Tiverton Rugby Club – watch this space!
We were supposed to participate at the West of 

England Brass Band Contest in March but with 
just a week to go decided as a band that it was 
not a good idea to potentially expose members 
to the possibility of contracting or passing on the 
disease. Although we had prepared hard for the 
contest it was undoubtedly the correct decision.
Although we have not been able to meet in 
person we have held weekly Zoom social sessions 
for the band at which we have kept in touch with 
each other as well as having fun quizzes and 
bingo. The committee have also been very busy 
meeting regularly to discuss and plan how the 
band can move forward and develop post Covid. 
Exciting times ahead!
For businesses around the area there is also 
the chance to join us in a mutually beneficial 
partnership as one of our band sponsors. If you 
would like more information about the various 
possibilities of sponsorship please contact 
tivvybandmaster@gmail.com 
If you are looking to start and develop a new skill 
for life as a brass player we are always keen to 
welcome new members to the training band or 
players with previous experience to the senior 
band. For full details please visit our website 
www.tivertontownband.co.uk or email the 
bandmaster at tivvybandmaster@gmail.com 

Keep Calm, Keep Playing and Stay Safe!
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All Aspects of Tree Surgery                             

Stump Removal 
Crown Lifting Crown Reduction 

Grounds Maintenance Grass Cutting                                              
Hedge Cutting All types of Fencing                                                     

Wood Chip Seasoned Logs 
General Garden Maintenance Turfing                                         

Fully Insured Private & Commercial Customers  
Soft Landscaping and Planting 

Free Quotations                                    
www.fourseasons-treeservices.com 

Oliver Vernon                                        
info@fourseasons-treeservices.com 

01884 563021/07766168162 
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Lee Ringrose
Garden & fielD 

Services
Mowing - Ride-on mower 

for large gardens
Paddock topping 

 Hedge cutting
Strimming

Weed control (licensed sprayer)
Call: 01398 371127 / 07764 410198

Email: leeringrose@ymail.com

Good Pub Guides
National Wine Pub

of the Year
2010-2020

Situated in the beautiful
Exmoor National Park at

4, Bank Square, Dulverton,
Somerset, TA22 9BU

01398 324007
woodsdulverton@hotmail.com

woodsdulverton.co.uk

Woods
Bar

& Dining Room
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B U I L D I N G S E R V I C E S L T D

KEITH FARMER BUILDING SERVICES LTD

01823 666223

• ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN • PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT • 
• BUILDING REGULATIONS • BUILDING CONTRACTORS • PROJECT MANAGEMENT •

• New Builds/ Conversions/ Extensions/ Commercial/ Industrial/ Listed Buildings • 

FREE INITIAL ADVICE AND ESTIMATE
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ACTIVITY TASTER CLASSES

PUPPY CLASSES

DOG AGILITY

POSITIVE GUNDOG TRAINING

SCENTWORK CLASSES

TRICK TRAINING

 

SPECIALISED DOG
TRAINING

 
     GET STARTED NOW AND CALL 
   07825 884009
    www.the-dog-academy.com

 Exmoor Based Venues - Porlock, 
Withypool and  Nr. Barbrook

POPPY APPEAL 2020 -  
October 22nd to November 8th 

Despite the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
committee of the Dulverton Branch will 
work hard to try to make sure that the 
Appeal is as successful locally as always. 
Last year the branch collected a massive 
total of £5,561.60 thanks to the support 
of local people and visitors.

This year, boxes of poppies, along 
with wristbands, badges and other 
merchandise, will be placed in local 
shops and businesses as usual, but, sadly, 
we will not be able to stand outside 
the Coop store in Dulverton as social 
distancing will be impossible. Last year, 

our volunteers helping with the street 
collection raised £2,294.50   Door to door 
collections will also not take place this 
year.

We hope you will continue to support 
the Poppy Appeal and wear your poppy 
with pride to make sure the national 
appeal is as successful as always.

If you would like to make a donation 
direct to the Dulverton Branch funds 
which will then be sent as part of the 
national appeal, you can send a cheque 
made out to RBL Poppy Appeal  to 
our Poppy Appeal organiser Mr Hugh 
Maund, Littlebrook House, Exebridge, 
Dulverton, TA22 9AY or make an online 
bank transfer to Sort Code is 30-11-75, 
Account No 01937121 with reference 
BR2485 which is the Dulverton reference 
number.  

Jan Ross, Dulverton RBL Branch, 
committee member.
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Boxercise - Bootcamp - Kettlercise - Fitness Pilates

Enjoy Fitness
classes, fun for all
ages and abilities

Monday – 9.30am Body Conditioning,
10.30am Fitness Pilates

5pm Fitness Pilates, 6pm Fitness Pilates,
7pm Boxercise

Tuesday - 10am Legs, Bums & Tums,
6.30pm Kettlercise

Wednesday – 9.30am Fitness Pilates
12pm Body Conditioning

Thursday - 6pm Kettlebell HIIT,
7pm Men's Fitness Pilates
Friday - 6am Bootcamp

9.30am Boxercise, 10.30am Fitness Pilates
Saturday - 8am Circuits/Legs, Bums & Tums

Fitness Pilates, block booking only 6 week course
All other classes pay as you go

Booking is essential
Jackie Kelly Fitness, Parish Rooms, Rosemary Lane,

Dulverton TA22 9DP
Email: jackiekelly416@gmail.com

Tel: 01398 323959 Mob: 07487 711445

All classes £4.00
Tel: 01398 323393
Email: linda@lindalondon.plus.com

with Linda London

FITNESS CLASSES FOR ALL

fLL
Linda London

fit ness

Mon 7.00pm
Dulverton
Town Hall

Over 50's - Use it or Lose it
(for the very active)

Wed 10.00am
Brushford
Parish Hall

Move, Tone, Chat & Go
(for keeping active)

Wed 11.15am
Brushford
Parish Hall

Easy Exercise for the Older & Wiser 
(for the less active)

Thurs 6.00pm
Brushford
Parish Hall

Over 50's - Tone, Stretch & Groan
(for keeping active)

Thurs 7.15pm
Brushford
Parish Hall

Step, Tone, Sweat & Stretch
(for the very active)

NEW

Fruit and
veg

Fresh local
milk

Logs and 
kindling

NEW OWNERS
Open 8 - 5.30       Monday - Saturday 

07483 277090       1 Fore Street  Dulverton  TA22 9EX
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NEWS FROM YOUR VILLAGE AGENT
Autumn is here and the winter flu vaccination 
programme is in full swing – it’s especially important 
this year to get your flu vaccine if you are eligible for 
the free treatment, and maybe consider paying for one 
if you aren’t. This year the flu vaccine is being offered 
on the NHS to:
*    adults 65 and over
*    people with certain medical conditions (including 
children in at-risk groups from 6 months of age)
*  pregnant women
*    people living with someone who’s at high risk from 
coronavirus (on the NHS shielded patient list)
*    children aged 2 and 3 on 31 August 2020, children 
in primary school & year 7 pupils
*    frontline health or social care workers.
You can have your NHS flu vaccine at:
*    your GP surgery or local Hospital
*    a local pharmacy offering the service
*    your midwifery service if they offer it for pregnant 
women.
All this year’s Exmoor Medical Centre flu vaccination 
clinics will take place at Exmoor Medical Centre in 
Dulverton.  All clinics are appointment based only – 
please do not just turn up.  Appointments are available 
to book through Patient Access or the Reception Team 
on 01398 323333.  Flu vaccinations for those aged 50 – 
64 will not be started until November unless you are in 
at an risk group when you will receive an invite to the 
Saturday, 17th October clinic.
·	 Saturday, 26th September:      

 9 am – 1 pm (Over 65’s only)
·	 Saturday, 3rd October:               

9 am – 1 pm (Over 65’s only)
·	 Saturday, 17th October:             

9 am – 1 pm
Somerset CCG are also looking at one-stop shop type 
locations where people can get Covid testing, flu 
vaccinations, Covid vaccinations & anti-body testing. 
If you have your flu vaccine at a pharmacy, you do not 
have to inform a GP. It’s up to the pharmacist to do 
that. 
Further information on flu vaccination can be found on 

the NHS website at: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/
vaccinations/flu-influenza-vaccine/
COVID-19
As I write, the rule of six has just come into force but 
it is likely that as cases continue to rise more changes, 
and possibly restrictions, will be in place by the time of 
this article’s publication.  
CCS and the Village Agent Team are here to help make 
sense and support everyone as information changes at 
a rapid pace. We are continuing to look at ways to meet 
face-to-face as soon as is safely possible, but in the 
meantime your local Village Agent continues to work 
from home and is available to give help and advice by 
email and phone.  
TALKING CAFE LIVE
You can also catch up with the Somerset Village 
Agents at 11 am every weekday on our Talking Café 
Live sessions on Facebook -  www.facebook.com/
talkingcafesomerset/live.
If you’re not able to join us while we are streaming 
live, you can watch the recorded videos at any time on 
catch up. 
 Since launching Talking Café Live in May we have 
covered a huge variety of subjects including but not 
limited to the Somerset Micro-provider Network, 
hydration, recycling, domestic abuse, services from our 
libraries, energy bills ad healthy eating.
YOUR VILLAGE AGENTS
CCS want to assure local communities that the 
Somerset Village Agents continue to be available to 
support you and as we are set up to work remotely 
from home we will continue to be on hand to give 
advice by phone or email.  
Please do contact your local Village Agent if you have 
any questions or need support.  Your West Somerset 
Village Agent team are here to help.
Your Village Agents:
Jane Lillis  Village Agent West Somerset
Tel:  07958 415270
Email: janel@somersetrcc.org.uk

Ellie Bishop  Village Agent West Somerset
Tel: 07985 748910
Email: ellieb@somersetrcc.org.uk 
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BC

BORDER COU NTRY B ELTS

 E X M O O R

November / December 2020 - To be supplied to Exmoor News by 24 Sept

We are delighted that we have completed 
our lease on the former bank in Dulverton.  
Work is now starting to turn the building 
into a studio complex.  Exestream Radio, 
our community radio station serving 
the Upper Exe valleys will relocate there 
very soon and we will be able to start live 
broadcasting in addition to our recorded 
service.  Rehearsal rooms will be available 
very soon and a professional recording 
studio facility will follow.  The live 
performance area will be used for this 
and as a studio theatre. Further updates 
will be available on www.exestream.com 
and www.exmoorstudios.com

Exmoor Studios

Steve Hall
Photo Claire Savill

Regal Theatre welcomes back audiences
All events will be announced.  For information join their mailing 
list by emailing mail@regaltheatre.co.uk.

All events will 
be announced a 
couple of weeks

All events will 
be announced a 
couple of weeks
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Ele Davidson
Painter & Decorator
North Devon Area

07775 600298
eledav1@btinternet.com

       painterdecoratorcommissions

corrivalcm.com           info@corrivalcm.com           01823 426555
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Roofing & Leadwork Specialists 

Slating - Tiling - Leadwork - Flat roofing 
Cedar shingles - Chimney works

Fascia/soffits Guttering 
Residential - Domestic - Conservation

Heritage - Listed 

Independent family run Roofing 
& Lead works specialists. 

All sizes of projects.
01884 252768 

ssroofingspecialist@hotmail.co.uk
www.ssroofingspecialists.co.uk

DC AMP

Also Qualified McTimoney Animal Therapist
MAA RAMP

Horses, Dogs, Cats, Farm Animals
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EMERGENCY CALL OUTS
Septic Tank/Cess Pool Emptying - Any Size
Grease Traps
Drain Blockage Clearance
Various Commercial Liquid Waste Disposal
Servicing
CCTV Drainage Surveys
Pump Repairs & Renewals
Installation of Septic Tanks & Sewage Treatment Works
Mantair Units

Spirebourne Limited
Liquid Waste Disposal and Drainage Co.

FREEPHONE 08000 855185

spirebourne@hotmail.co.uk
www.spirebourne.co.uk

Help your local Hospice 
from home for the cost 
of a coffee
The Virtual Bucket Collection is St 
Margaret’s Hospice Care’s answer to the 
collections that have been cancelled over 
the last few months due to Coronavirus. 
Celebrating their 40th anniversary this 
year, the charity’s team of volunteers 
and staff are usually seen working hard 
at collections in the local community 
throughout the year. Sadly, this year, the 
buckets have remained empty.

Last year from these collections alone 
the kindness and generosity of the 
Somerset community raised over £8000. 
This important part of the hospice’s 
fundraising efforts is being sorely missed. 
To bridge the gap in funds the charity 
have created a virtual bucket collection, 
which they hope the community 
will donate to. The donation bucket 
will be open throughout the month 
of September with regular progress 
updates on social media.

All money raised from this collection will 
go towards the care of patients and their 
families across Somerset. Throughout 
the pandemic the charity’s care and 

support has not wavered. The work of 
clinical teams remains ongoing; staff 
are visiting patients in your community, 
supporting families and caring 24/7 
in the in-patient unit. The 24-hour 
adviceline has increasingly become a 
‘lifeline’ to patients and families as face 
to face contact has not been possible.

Kara Frampton, Area Fundraising 
Manager at St Margaret’s Hospice 
Care, said: “So many of you support the 
hospice by donating your change whilst 
out and about, it is such an important 
part of our fundraising efforts. Perhaps 
you could donate the cost of a cup of 
coffee, or could you donate some of 
the money you’ve saved on lunch while 
working from home. As it’s our 40th year, 
we are hoping to raise £4,000, which will 
start to bridge the gap from not being 
able to hold bucket collections. Whether 
it’s £2 or £20 your donation will help us 
continue to care for and support patients 
and their families across Somerset.”

For more information and how to 
donate to the Virtual Bucket Collection 
visit: www.st-margarets-hospice.org.uk/
virtualbucketcollection
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OIL BURNER SERVICE
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

with over 15 years experience
OFFERING YOU THE BEST QUALITY
OIL BURNER SERVICING AROUND

COMPETITIVE RATES
BEST QUALITY SERVICE

ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN

Call now on 01643 831384
or 07811 600694

PAUL JONES
EXFORD

07715 296 286

Flowers
for all

Occasions

Recycling sterling 
silver can be easier 

than you think
Ever wondered what to do with 
broken jewellery, odd earrings, an old 
silver fork or spoon? Melting it down 
to make unique hand made pieces is 
easier than you may think.
At a time when reuse and recycle is on 
so many peoples minds, but access to 
the skills needed are not always easy to 
find, I am enjoying sharing my jewellery 
workshop with curious visitors or eager 
course participants.

There is something magical about 
taking silver from a solid, to a liquid, to 
something new and beautiful, be that 
casting and forging into simple rings and 

bangles or using the ancient technique 
of cuttlebone casting.

Cuttlebone casting dates back hundreds 
of years and creates totally one off pieces 
that capture hand carved designs, whilst 
rettaining the beautiful organic “waves” 
that are the natural structure of the 
cuttlebone.

You can often find cuttlebones washed 
up on beaches, a by-product of the sea, 
so nothing is harmed when used in this 
way.

I love the process of taking scrap, melting 
it down, mixing old with new and tapping 
into waste as a resource.

Surely recycle and reuse is the way 
forward, in a world already full of stuff.

For more info see www. 
exmoorsilversmith.com
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Exmoorsilversmith.com
Ethically conscious Jewellery from the edge of Exmoor

Jewellery making day

courses and half days.

Working with new and

recycled sterling silver.

Little Haddon Barn TA4 2DE

01398 331068

Exmoorsilversmith@gmail.com
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Fire wood from £20 a bag
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Tarr Farm Inn
Tarr Steps, Dulverton, Exmoor, TA22 9PY

Telephone: +44 (0)1643 851507
Email: enquiries@tarrfarm.co.uk

tarrfarm.co.uk

We are delighted to welcome you
again in-line with current Government
Covid-19 guidance. Please check our
website or contact us for up-to-date
information on dining and staying with
us and to see our latest events.
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For all your scaffolding needs    No job too big or small 

From chimney stacks to temporary roofing 

07562 775088       
exmoorscaffolding@gmail.com 
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■ Patio Driveway and
Decking Cleaning

01398 323696 - 07984 057527

EDWORTHYS
OVEN CLEANING

The Flat, Abbeyfield House, Dulverton,
Somerset TA22 9BY

01398 323 696

Professional, Reliable, Friendly
and Competitive Pricing.

For a free quotation, please call
us on 01398 323 696 and we will

happily arrange a date and time to
suit you.

■ Gutters ■ Facias
■ Roof Cleaning ■ Upholstery

Please contact Tom for a free quotation.

01271 813777     marsdens.co.uk 

• Competitive commission rates

• Local, friendly, expert  
advice and support

• Comprehensive marketing

• Fully managed services to  
suit your needs

• Mobile-optimised website

• Over 97% of our owners would  
recommend us - find out why...

Request a FREE homeowner pack online today!
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AB Plumbing
Your local plumber

All work considered
No job too small

24 hour Emergencies
Credit and Debit cards accepted

07779 348724
Landline 01398 351436

andyboakford@icloud.com

Bampton
Framing

Bespoke
Picture Frames
Locally Made

Colin Williams
07954 846452

www.bamptonframing.co.uk

colintheframer@gmail.com

Bickham, Timberscombe, TA24 7UA
Delivery can be arranged.

BERNARD DRU 07920 516225
email: bernard.dru@oakfloor.co.uk

Kiln dried oak
firewood £85

Seasoned oak
firewood £62

per large dumpy bag (0.72m3)

Haddeo Firewood
  Covid-19 special offer on welly socks

  Buy local to help out
For quality winter warmth

Dulverton, Dunkery and Dunster socks

www.exmoorhornwool.co.uk

 £15, normally £27.50
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING! 
SO SHOP LOCAL AND SHOP EARLY

Reminding people that Christmas is coming, too early, is often a little unpopular. 
However this year that is exactly what we should be doing.

Remember the packed shops and supermarkets in the lead up to Christmas (in 
normal years) as we all try to prepare a wonderful Christmas for our friends and 
family. How packed to the rafters they are with queues (not socially distanced 
queues either!) reaching way back into the depths of the stores.

I know you can’t necessarily ‘buy’ a great Christmas and things can be honed 
down and maybe simplified but we will all want to make things as normal as 
possible in this strange year.

The answer you say, to some degree correctly, is to shop online but there are a 
couple of problems here. The first is the usual - that you can’t always find what you 
want without seeing the item in the ‘flesh’. Secondly I suspect that as we get closer 
to Christmas the delivery companies and suppliers will be way overstretched.

So what’s the answer? Shop local of course and shop early. Don’t drive for an hour 
only to be stressed and disappointed. And if you do need anything online get it 
really early.

Support your local shops and businesses this Christmas



exmoornews@gmail.com          EXMOOR NEWS          exmoornews.co.uk 31

Nikki Routledge
Cert CBS

Human Bowen
Practitioner

Tel: 07890 968 115
www.mimi.me.uk

Gentle and light therapy
suitable for musculoskeletal
pain, asthma and allergies,
migraines, MS and other
chronic conditions in adults,
infant colic and bed-wetting
or growing pains in children.

News from the Exmoor Pony Centre, 
Ashwick, Dulverton TA22 9QE

Wow, we just can’t thank everyone enough 
for their ongoing support over the last few 
months.  After a difficult lockdown, it has 
been amazing to welcome people back to the 
Exmoor Pony Centre throughout July, August 
and September.  The positive response to our 
new ways of working and booking system has 
been a real boost and we hope to see lots of 
people throughout October before we close 
for the Winter.

However this year our door will not be 
completely closed and will be left a jar so that 
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday afternoons 
1-3pm people can drop by to have a look at 
our shop and hopefully stock up on Christmas 
cards, gifts and our 2021 Calendar.  Usually 
we are able to attend several Festive events 
to sell our charitable items which are a vital 
part of our annual income, of course this year 
there are no such events being held so we are 
hoping people will support us by popping 
up to the Centre or visiting our website and 
purchasing items online.

On 1st October the law changed, and all 
equines of any age must be microchipped. Our 
team has been busily catching up with some 
old pony pals who needed to be chipped in 
readiness. Linzi and Lauren visited some of 
our ponies who graze the Quantocks to help 
with the process. They were able to headcollar 
and successfully micro-chip 3 ponies who had 
not been handled for 7 years!

By the time you read this, the round up of the 
moorland foals will be well underway and 
we will be awaiting the arrival of some to 
the Centre for handling through the Winter 
months. This is always an exciting time as 
we never know quite how many we will get! 
Government restrictions allowing we shall be 
holding our Youngstock Handling Courses 
this winter, please contact the Centre for more 
information. 

The autumn and winter months see our ridden 
team getting the chance for a few months 
holiday which allows our team to work with 
the younger and less experienced ponies, so 

we are always kept very busy.  Our fundraising 
efforts also continue, and we will be holding 
an Online Auction in November to help raise 
funds towards our work with the unwanted 
foals.  Please check out our website and social 
media channels to view our awesome auction 
lots.

And don’t forget, it won’t be long now until 
Christmas and we have cards and calendars for 
sale in our online shop via our website.  Cards 
are £4 (pack of ten) and the 2021 Calendar is 
a bargain at £7.50 all featuring Exmoor Pony 
photographs taken at the Centre, on the Moor 
and on conservation grazing sites throughout 
the UK. Every penny goes to help our ponies.

Website: www.exmoorponycentre.org.uk

Facebook: www.facebook.com/
TheExmoorPonyCentre 
Email: info@exmoorponycentre.org.uk 
Tel: 01398 323093
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Belinda Hopkins
01398 324 053

sew_n_sew@hotmail.co.uk
www.sew-n-sew.co.uk

Quality bespoke made to measure curtains,

roman blinds and cushions.

Curtains adapted and altered to fit

Curtain poles, tracks, venetian & roller blinds

Range of fabrics available including iLiv and

Clarke & Clarke

BRIDGWATER |  WELLINGTON |  MINEHE AD |  YEOVIL |  MARTOCK |  E XETER

A M I C U S L A W . C O . U K  |  0 1 6 4 3  7 0 1  8 8 8 

9 PARKHOUSE ROAD | MINEHEAD | SOMERSET | TA24 8AB 

SHARED 
OWNERSHIP

DISPUTE 
RESOLUTIONS

CRIMINAL LAW 
& MOTORING 
OFFENCES 

EMPLOYMENT 
LAW

WILLS  
PROBATE  
& TRUSTS

AGRICULTURAL 
LAW

BUYING 
& SELLING  
PROPERTY

FAMILY LAW  
& DIVORCE
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Local and reliable

Clearance and ground
works

Stonewalling and steps

Patios and ponds

Fencing and treework

Turf supplied and laid

Exmoor Landscaping

Tel: 01984 640530
or Mobile: 07974 141790

or visit www.exmoorlandscaping.co.uk

INSPIRED DIGITAL COMMUNICATION

EXMOOR CREATIVE

WEB DESIGN 
MARKETING 
PR 
HOSTING
EMAIL

PHOTOGRAPHY
BRANDING 
COPYWRITING
STRATEGY 
PLANNING

w: exmoorcreative.co.uk e: info@exmoorcreative.co.uk 
t: 07725815802 / 07725810907

Exmoor Creative LLP Registered in England & Wales. Reg OC430498
Registered office: Linden Lea, Ellersdown Lane, Brushford, Somerset, TA22 9BH
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Westcars of Tiverton 11 Blundell’s Road, Tiverton EX16 4DB
Telephone: 01884 257143 or 01884 230807
or search Westcars Tiverton or       Westcars Approved

at Westcars of Tiverton

Come and meet our most fun Corsa ever at Westcars of Tiverton.

ALL-NEW CORSA
Including the 

latest coolest tech, 
and zippy new 

engines with and an 
all-electric option.

The Dulverton Health Walk 
Our very friendly group meet each 
Tuesday morning at 10am at various 
locations. We spend an hour or so walking 
our glorious countryside. The walks are 
not difficult and we stop frequently to 
‘catch up’ and to admire the beautiful 
terrain and, sometimes, wildlife. 

If you would like to join us, please contact 
either:- richardclarke567@btinternet.
com  OR   archerr@hotmail.co.uk. We look 
forward to seeing you soon.

Covid restrictions adhered to

Great Exercise Right Here
Want to enjoy indoor exercise and fun, with 
your family? Safe in your bubble even while 
we are restricted. Right here, in Dulverton, is 
the only publicly available indoor, exercise 
and games, sports facility on Exmoor. 
Rackets and balls are there for young people 
and beginners to use. There is space for local 
groups to do yoga, dance, and keep fit. 

Where? Milham Lane in Dulverton, down 
on the award-winning Sportsfield. Built by 
the local community. Going strong after 36 
years. You can use the building morning, 
noon, and night, seven days a week. Under 
14s are free and in full time education only 
£10 per year. That’s where you will find 
Dulverton and Exmoor Squash Courts, solar 
panel heated, thanks to the Exmoor Trust 
and Rob Brown, with spacious female and 
male hot showers and changing rooms 
(once Covid has passed and they are C19 
secure). Find out how to keep fit and score 
points with your loved ones.

Keen to try it? Contact Chris Winter, 
Secretary chriscwin@aol.com  Tel. 07710 
046107 / 01398 351561



exmoornews@gmail.com          EXMOOR NEWS          exmoornews.co.uk 35

BRENDON HILL
TREE SERVICES
01823 461789 • 07971 531333

www.brendonhill.co.uk 
info@brendonhill.co.uk

FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS

All Aspects of Arboriculture &Tree Surgery
Agricultural and Domestic Fencing

Hedge Laying, Coppicing and Felling

Kiln Dried Logs and Woodchip for Biomass Boilers BSL REGISTERED

FULLY INSURED - NC ARB & NPTC QUALIFIED
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Therapies with Pippa Canney DipCNM  MANP  ITEC  MCThA 
Nutritional Therapy and Naturopathy – health and wellbeing 
from the inside out. Digestive issues, cancer support, eczema, 
depression, high cholesterol, insomnia, arthritis, infertility, diabetes, 
obesity, recurrent infections are a few of the things that can be helped. 

Bowen Therapy Reflexology Reiki Healing 
A gentle form of hands 

on therapy suitable for all 
ages. Releases blockages 
to rebalance and regain 

function. 

Specialist foot massage 
to help the body regain 

function. Great for 
stress/reproductive/ 

digestive issues. 

A settling and reassuring 
therapy helpful for times 
of distress or imbalance. 
Emotionally supportive. 
Gentle hands on healing. 

Wellbeing and Skin Care 
The Old Blacksmiths, Bridge Street 

Dulverton TA22 9HJ 
01398 324155 

 
9 Orchard Road 
Minehead TA24 5JY 

www.pippacanney.co.uk 
pippacanney@gmail.com 

07779 748315 
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 £1995 plus disbursements

Dulverton 01398 324590
Office and Chapel of Rest, Unit 7 Barle
Enterprise Cenntre, Dulverton TA22 9BF
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Full Design Service Project management
Comprehensive range of fabrics Curtain making

Upholstery Lighting Accessories Sourcing
Bed linen China

Rupert White Interiors
20 Fore Street, Bampton, Devon EX16 9ND 
T: 01398 332 444     M: 07789 377 412

E: rupert@rupertwhiteinteriors.co.uk
Opening hours – Monday to Friday10.00am to 5.00pm.

Saturday 10.00am to 1.00pm.

Full Design Service
 

Project  
management

 
Comprehensive 
range of fabrics

 
Curtain making

 
Upholstery 

 
Lighting 

 
Accessories 

 
Sourcing

 
Floor coverings

Rupert White Interiors 
3a Brook Street, Bampton, Devon EX16 9LU

Tel: 01398 332444
enquiries@rupertwhiteinteriors.co.uk
Please ring to make an appointment

The Stables, Bampton, Devon,  EX16 9LA
Tel : 07789 377 412

Simonsbath, Minehead, Somerset, TA24 7SH
telephone: 01643 831341 • info@exmoorforestinn.co.uk

www.exmoorforestinn.co.uk  

 Our large entrance hall is an ideal place to leave walking gear, 
muddy boots and coats. Towels provided for damp dogs. 

Ideally located in the middle of Exmoor
A warm welcome • Family & dog friendly

Delicious freshly prepared meals  and snacks 
Local and guest cask ales

Beverages and cream teas • Party bookings invited
Bed & Breakfast accommodation
2 bedroom self c2 bedroom self catering cottage
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Somerset charity CCS (The Community 
Council for Somerset) is calling on the 
generosity of Somerset’s people to 
donate their second-hand cars, that 
are in working order but that they 
no longer need, to help get West 
Somerset moving.

The innovative scheme is supported by 
the West Somerset Opportunity Area. 
Outcomes for disadvantaged children 
and young people in West Somerset 
are well below the national average. 
The West Somerset Opportunity 
Area, one of 12 Opportunity Areas 
in England, aims to overcome these 
challenges through working in 
partnership with local organisations, 
businesses, schools, nurseries and 
colleges.

CCS is appealing to potential donors 
who have cars they no longer want 
– they may have already purchased 
another vehicle or perhaps they are 
giving up driving. Suitable cars are 
those that are in working order and are 
economical to run, ideally smaller-size 
cars that use less fuel and are cheaper 
to insure than larger vehicles.

Following a very successful appeal 
for donations of bikes earlier this year, 
this new campaign aims to further 
improve access to employment and 
education for local people who may 
need to travel longer distances to take 
up opportunities.

Minor mechanical problems and no 
MOT are not a barrier as qualified 
mechanics, working at local not-for-
profit social enterprise Rusty Road 2 
Recovery, will carry out a full service 
and safety check before handing the 

vehicles over. Any vehicles that are 
beyond repair will be sold for parts, 
with all the profits put back into the 
project.

Katherine Armstrong, CCS Community 
Involvement Officer, says:

“Please donate your unneeded cars 
to provide transport for lower-income 
people to get back into work and 
education.

First, we will service the vehicle and 
undertake any minor repairs to gain 
a 12-month MOT. At the time of being 
given the vehicle, the recipient will 
be shown how to undertake basic 
checks to maintain the vehicle in 
working condition. On top of that, our 
partners at West Somerset Advice and 
Rusty Road 2 Recovery will support 
recipients with financial advice and 
a free vehicle check within the first 6 
months of ownership.”

Raj Singh, CCS Deputy Chief Executive, 
says:

“Your generosity will make a huge 
difference to those unable to access 
work or education because they have 
no affordable means of getting there. 
We urge you to consider donating your 
unwanted car to offer a life-changing 
opportunity to someone in your local 
community.”

If you have a car to donate please 
get in touch with CCS Community 
Involvement Officer Katherine via 
email katherine@Somersetrcc.org.uk 
with your name and phone number 
and a brief description of the car, or call 
07985 744623, to discuss the donation 
further.

‘Lets Get West Somerset Moving Again’ Car Appeal
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FAMILY FIRM SUPPORTING COMPUTERS IN YOUR HOME SINCE 1981

We can offer the right solution for the 
fi rst time & experienced user

Is your computer running slowly?
Contact Chris for a MOT & service to keep it in tip top condition

chris@rhcomp.co.uk

Wifi , Broadband and Smart TV connections

01884 257288

computing without tears!

New Systems    Upgrades    Virus & Problem Solving

omputers
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artart
omputersomputersomputersomputers

artartartart
R
H
C



exmoornews@gmail.com          EXMOOR NEWS          exmoornews.co.uk40

 

Remember your 
precious pet with one 
of my handcrafted pet 

markers 

Laurence Beckford 
Dulverton 

01398 323746 
0772 4452 961 

 
 

www.beckfordsartworks.co.uk  
laurencebeckford@hotmail.com 

 
 

 

TONY TAKLE (1935 – 2020)
Tony Takle was well-known and much-loved 
throughout Exmoor. Originally from Wheddon 
Cross (where he went to work at Thorne Farm as 
soon as he could leave school), he later settled at 
Kendle Farm, Exton, where he raised his family 
and stayed until retirement. He once told me that 
he had two ambitions as a young man – to own 
his own farm, and to marry the prettiest girl on 
Exmoor, and told me proudly: ‘I managed both by 
the time I was 24!’ (He married Hilda Stevens in 
1957, two years before moving to Kendle.) Tony 
loved farming, and loved showing his livestock 
at local shows, but he was a man of energy and 
drive, and enjoyed many interests outside the 
farm. He was a born entertainer, with a fine voice 
and a love of singing, as well as a great talent for 
storytelling. The years he spent with The Village 
Minstrels brought pleasure to him as much as 
to the audiences they entertained, and many on 
Exmoor will remember him in this way. Cutcombe 
Young Farmers Club benefited from Tony’s gifts, 
as he brought his talents to bear in directing 
productions for the drama competition, taking a 
production all the way to the national finals in the 
early nineteen-eighties.

He had a well-developed sense of humour, and 

perhaps also a keen sense of mischief: asked 
once by a visitor to Bridgetown if he was ‘local’ 
he replied ‘no, I used to live at Wheddon Cross’. 
Tony’s Christian faith went deep, and his record of 
service to the church on Exmoor is hard to equal: 
he served St Peter’s, Exton, as Churchwarden for 
51 years, and as Tower Captain for nearly as many, 
as well a singing in the Benefice Choir.

It is hard to avoid clichés when talking of such a 
simple, straightforward, and utterly extraordinary 
man, but clichés would hardly do him justice. 
When Peter and I moved to Exmoor he was warm 
and sincere in his welcome, and I can only say 
that I feel privileged to have known Tony Takle. 
My prayers are for his family at this time, and will 
be for time to come.

He lies next to his beloved Hilda (who died in the 
spring) in the spot that he chose, at the foot of 
the bank between the ‘old’ and ‘new’ graveyards, 
where there was once a hedge which he dug out 
by hand to create the ‘new’ graveyard. It is a good 
spot, with a wonderful view of Exmoor hills and 
fields, and a fitting resting-place for a true Exmoor 
farmer and a storyteller of whom stories will now 
be told.

Mary Le Coyte

Exmoor Plumbing
Reliable Plumber no job too small

Radiators, cylinders, tanks, bathroom
suites, taps, ballvalves, washers, showers,
soilpipes, wastepipes, gutters.

All plumbing work covered

01984 639629 / 07970 632 114
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- How to help your horses and   
dogs to be healthy naturally

- Build your animal care 
business with bespoke 
coaching

- Enjoy quality aloe vera 
healthcare for your horse, dog 
and you

- Free training and careers 
advice on holistic horse and 
dog care

www.taranet.co.uk  info@taranet.co.uk   07340 672920  FB: @HolisticAnimal

- How to help your horses and   
dogs to be healthy naturally

- Build your animal care 
business with bespoke 
coaching

- Enjoy quality aloe vera 
healthcare for your horse, dog 
and you

- Free training and careers 
advice on holistic horse and 
dog care

www.taranet.co.uk  info@taranet.co.uk   07340 672920  FB: @HolisticAnimal

• 7 day turnaround (or less)
• Free collection and delivery  

for 5 or more rugs
• Quantity discounts

• Repairs undertaken at £10ph
• Nikwax products used

Rug Wash ... £11.00 Reproof ... £7.00
Fleeces and Fly Rugs ... £9.00

07740 865600
THE COMPLETE HORSE RUG  

WASHING AND REPAIR SERVICE

www.prismequinelaundry.co.uk

Exmoor News.indd   1 08/01/2020   10:40
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Larchwood Cattery 
East Anstey EX16 9JL 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purpose built 
Individually heated chalets 

Spacious outdoor runs 
Tel: 01398 341100/07598813621 

Email: Info@larchwoodcattery.co.uk 
www.larchwoodcattery.co.uk 

  
 

The Winsford Dog School
Winsford Village Hall

Training for that perfect companion!

Classes on Monday evenings:
RESERVE YOUR PLACE NOW

Puppies - 5:30pm
Improver - 6:30pm

Advanced Adults- 2:30pm

Courses run for 10 weeks.

All welcome from pups to geriatrics.

To book a place please contact
Suzy on 01643 851281

www. suzyandcanines.co.uk
dilly7a@yahoo.com

1:1 is always available for behavioural issues
or training to get ahead!
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A Dog’s Day Out 
– Thank you very 
much Mr. President

Ouch! Ger..roff Honey your elbow - Ouch, is 
digging in my shoulder. Move over, you weigh 
a ton!

Have you put on a bit of weight? “It’s all 
those extra lunches we had at the pub. Do 
you remember, the smoked salmon?” And 
the poached chicken. I remember. What 
was going on? It was wonderful. All seems 
to have stopped now. “She said it was a gift 
from Ritchie Su Knack for being good.” I don’t 
think we know him, do we? He’s extremely 
generous. “She calls him the PPP. President of 
the Public’s Purse”. Well thank you very much 
Mr. President. Still, your girth is looking a bit 
tight Honey and Christmas is coming.

“Christmas has been cancelled”. What? Don’t 
be daft, I’ve already written to Santa. I’m 
hoping that he’ll send me a quad bike this 
time. “The whippets up the road told me. No 
Christmas parties because they were going 

to have one and invite us. In any case, how 
is Santa going to get a quad bike down our 
chimney, Can’t you make life simple and just 
stick to the flying helmet and goggles?” I’m 
gob-smacked. Why can’t we have a party? 
She’s got the shiny paper out and already 
wrapping things up.

I’ve watched her. “It’s something to do with 
President Su Knack, no more than 6 dogs at a 
party and they’ve all got to be from the same 
family.” Does that mean we can’t go back to the 
pub and have some more of their lovely food? 
She promised us after all those lunches. She 
said we’ll come back here again and sit round 
the fire at Christmas time for their raspberry 
panacotta with exotic fruit salad and lime 
sorbet. She promised. “I’m only repeating 
what the whippets told me, only 6 from the 
same family unless something has died, then 
you can have 30 guests”. That’s okay then, that 
old spider behind the wardrobe is on his last 
legs. Sorted, we can have our party, I’ll let the 
whippets know Christmas is back on!

Buddy Brown (pure Jack Russell) a roving reporter

Reference: The Crown Hotel, Exford.

Wishes everyone a
fun filled

Christmas and a
happy New Year

Christys' of
London

fashion hats and
Balmoral caps

Stormchase
wrist and

handwarmers
and riding

gloves

Exmoor
Honey
and

Beeswax
Candles

Hoggs of Fife
shirts

Oriele Bronze
animal

sculptures and
table lamps

Andrew
Partridge

‘Over the Hill’
cartoon prints

Hunting Horns
Saddle Flasks

Saddle Sandwich
Pouches

David Thorne
thumbsticks and

hunting crops

John Arbon
Textiles alpaca
and wool socks

Telephone: 01643 831151
www.pickedstones.co.uk

Army Surplus and
Equipment

Waterproof Workwear
Hunting Apparel

Secondhand riding clothing
and tack

(updated regularly on line)

Exford

Mail Order: Home Delivery  All major
credit and debit cards accepted
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Albums, Folios

Scrapbooks &

Journals

made to order.

Exmoor
 BookBinding

 01643 841116
sarah@the-burns.com

Repairs & Restoration to
all your favourite books.

  

Genealogy and family history 
 

Advice on the care and conservation 
of historical and family papers 

 
Dr.Helen.Blackman@gmail.com 

https://drhelenblackman.wixsite. 
com/archives 

Tel. 07443  655803 

Lance Nicholson
Country Pursuits

9 High Street, Dulverton
01398 323409

Shotguns, rifles, 
ammunition, clays etc. 

All your game fishing needs 
plus details of the 

Dulverton Angling Association.
Large range of Barbour clothing.

www.lance-nicholson.co.uk
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Service, maintenance and
repair of all types of

sewage treatment plant
and pumping equipment.

All manufacturers. Domestic and
commercial systems.

Emergency Call Outs. Biennial diarised visits.
Annual Service Contracts with a

Service Level Agreement.

01984 623404   |   wci.co.uk
enquiries@wci.co.uk

British Water Accredited Service Engineers.

Call or email us today to arrange a 
service visit or discuss your options

Responsive  Professional

Fully Insured Family Run
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Mobile Vehicle
Valeting
Professional

Affordable Reliable
Your local vehicle
cleaning company

07896 154 176

phil46yam@hotmail.com

Diamond
Shine

Skid Steer Loaders 44”, 48” & 66” wide

Mini Diggers ranging from 1.5 ton to 6 ton

Available with Hydraulic Auger, Breakers,
Post Banger, Grab and Tree Shear Grab

Self Drive/Competitive Rates

Tel: 01598 740406
Mob: 07970 914070

Richard Smith – Agricultural Engineer
North Molton, Devon

Bobcat Hire
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01398 331885  home     15 West Street

07971 983093  Bob            Bampton 

07812 037716  Graham         Devon   Ex16 9NJ

Providing support and 
housing for older people at         
Abbeyfield House, Dulverton

Please call 01398 324136 
for more information

Making time for you to enjoy life

Dulverton Society
Making time for older people

Registered National Office: The Abbeyfield Society, St Peters House, 2 Bricket Road, St Albans, Hertfordshire AL1 3JW
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Book lovers 
back browsing 

at Dulverton 
Library

Dulverton Library has welcomed back 
local book lovers to browse the shelves 
and access key services.

Somerset County Council has been 
rolling out a phased opening of libraries 
by offering an order-and-collect service. 
Dulverton Library is now allowing the 
public in to browse their shelves – all 
done with strict social distancing and 
infection control measures in place.

Councillor David Hall, Somerset 
County Council’s Cabinet Member with 
responsibility for Libraries, said: “We are 
very pleased to be able to invite visitors 
back to the library to browse our shelves 
and make use of our other community 
services.

“I’d like to thank our staff in Dulverton for 
all their hard work in adapting the library, 
so that the community can return in a 
safe and socially distanced way.”

On entering the library visitors are being 
asked to use the hand sanitiser provided 
and wear a face covering if they are able 
to – staff are also wearing visors or masks.

Once inside there is a one-way system 
with two-metre social distancing 
marked out along the aisles. Books can 
be checked out using the self-service 
machines.

The popular public computers are also 
available at the library. Computers need 
to be pre-booked and are available for 
one-hour slots, with time built in for 
cleaning.

Somerset libraries have been running a 
host of online events and activities for 
families, which have been available every 
day and have proved very popular – 
including story-times, performances and 
activities as part of the 2020 Summer 
Reading Challenge – delivered this year 
by ‘The Silly Squad’. Visit http://www.
somersetlibraries.co.uk for information 
or find ‘Somerset Libraries UK’ on 
Facebook.

Library staff have been busy creating 
a range of videos for grown-ups too; 
such as nature walks, a gardening club, 
cookery tips and tips to help with health 
and wellbeing.

What’s more, anyone who is a member 
of Somerset Libraries can also download 
audiobooks, magazines, books, comics 
and access other online services such as 
Ancestry UK all free of charge!

You can keep up-to-date with 
what is happening at Wellington 
Library by going to www.facebook.
com/Wellingtonlibrary/ , via the 
Somerset Libraries website – www.
somersetlibraries.co.uk or by contacting 
l i b r a r i e s m a i l @ s o m e r s e t . g o v. u k . 
Somerset Libraries are also contactable 
by telephone on 0300 123 2224.

Correct at time of receiving copy, please check 
online for current situation  - Ed
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General Builder
All Building Work Undertaken

Tel: 01398 323687

Mob: 07790 711 125

N. H. Hopkins
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Based in Withiel Florey and Chichester
tel 07584 038222

mail@janejoneswarner.com
www.janejoneswarner.com

Call or email for a no-obligation visit.

Bespoke packages or one-off advice to suit your 
needs.

We also design contemporary, new build projects
using traditional materials.

Two partners accredited in building conservation.

   Private houses
   Churches
   Farm buildings
   Museums and monuments
   Stately homes
   

We specialise in all aspects of work to Grade I, II*
and II listed buildings as well as some unlisted in
historic settings. 

ARCHITECTS AND
HISTORIC BUILDING

CONSULTANTS
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LEO’S JOURNEY
Leo Braukmann-Pugsley from East 
Liscombe has just completed an 
enormous bike ride in support of MADRE, 
a charity that strengthens grassroots 
women’s organizations in war, disaster 
and their aftermath.

He aimed to cycle 1000m around England 
and raise £500. After 19 days of cycling 
and carrying 31kg, he has now done 
closer to 1500m, raising nearly £1000. 

The trip was undertaken alone, with a 
mixture of wild camping and staying 
in the fields and gardens of generous 
strangers. 

He couldn’t have done it without the 
support of Peggy, his vintage steel-frame 
road bicycle. 

See Leo’s journey on ‘Just Giving’: 

https://bit.ly/2RBEAKY

DULVERTON 
PLAYERS

The Dulverton 
Players have 
p o s t p o n e d 
their “Dick 
Wh i t t i n g to n” 
for a second 
time because 
of the Covid 
19 epidemic. 

The Exmoor 
t h e a t r e 
c o m p a n y 
now hopes 
that the 
p r o d u c t i o n 
will go ahead in April 2021. 
“Decisions will be made around 
November time when we know a little 
more about a possible Covid second 
wave,” cautioned director, Olga Owen. 
“The Town Hall is all ready for us when 
we restart.  Scenery and costumes are as 
we left them. It’s disappointing news but 
it will be such a good community boost 
when it is safe to go ahead.” 

In the meantime follow the Players’ 
“Salute Our Stars” on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/DulvertonPlayers , a 
weekly feature on one of our local actors. 

They can’t wait to get back on the Town 
Hall stage.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

t: 01398 323 745 m: 07833 376 737 www.lcbuildingcontractors.co.uk 

Plastering 
Stonework 
Extensions 
Groundworks 

Renovations 
New Builds 
Lime Plastering  
Restoration 
 Treatment plant installation 
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LAURENCE J. W. BECKFORD
MONUMENTAL MASON & CARVER

LVT

2 - 4
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Lime Plastering • Lime Rendering
Traditional Damp Management

Solutions • Cob Work • Stonework
Lime Pointing • Fireplace Restoration

01984 629131
07788 810576

“Restoring properties throughout Somerset & Devon”

www.woodlouseconservation.co.uk

Craftsmen you can rely on, Quality you can trust...

“Recognised Specialists
In Lime Rendering,
Lime Plastering &

Building Restoration”

After...

After...

Before...

Before...Before...
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Joshua Waygood Historic Building Conservation
Providing traditional lime restoration and repairs to historic 

buildings throughout Somerset & Devon
Lime plastering, lime rendering & lime pointing, lime washing, 

traditional stonework, stone repairs cob wall repairs
07795 967292                             josh_waygood@hotmail.co.uk

Agents for:

Makita

Castel and
Lawn King
Ride Ons and
Mowers

Tanaka Brush
Cutters and
Hedge Cutters

Units 1 & 2A, Carnarvon Arms Garage,
Brushford, Dulverton, Somerset TA22 9AG.

Tel: 01398 32 44 55      Email: gsgardenmachinery@gmail.com

Sales and Repairs of all Garden Equipment

New and Secondhand
Friendly Service
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NEW WATER CAM 
AT DULVERTON 

WEIR
Fishermen, Canoeists, Statutory Authorities 
and others interested can now monitor river 
levels at Dulverton Weir via the Dulverton 
Weir & Leat Conservation Trust Water Cam 
which has placed at the head of the weir to 
give a clear view of the whole weir structure.

The Water Cam was supplied by Farson Digital 
the largest commercial provider of high 
definition Water Cams in the UK with over 160 
cameras sited at waterside locations in the UK 
and Ireland.

Philip Hull Trustee of Dulverton Weir & Leat 
Trust says “We are grateful to Farson for 
technical support and expertise, to have a 
Water Cam of such high specification is a great 
asset to our project. It would be the icing on 
the cake if we manage to capture images of 
wildlife activity such as Otters or Kingfishers. 
We can’t of course monitor the camera all 
the time so if anybody is watching and sees 
something of interest they should let us know 

via the DWLCT website so that we can look 
back in the camera files”.

Glyn Howells Managing Director of Farson 
Digital comments “We are delighted to be 
involved with such a great local project”

The WaterCam on Dulverton Weir can be 
accessed via the DWLCT website at www.
dulvertonweir.org.uk. All of Farson Digital’s 
160 Water Cams can be accessed via their 
website at www.farsondigitalwatercams.com.

A beauty salon situated just 1.6 miles from the historic charter town of Bampton, on the
outskirts of Shillingford. Here at Remote Therapies we offer a range of treatments to suit all.

~Waxing ~Gel & Acrylic Nails

~Eye Treatments ~Dermalogica Skin Care

~Eyelash Extensions ~Massage

~Manicures & Pedicures ~CryoSthetics

~Spray Tanning ~Treatments for Men

Free onsite parking

        T: 07845 925907      E: remotetherapies@gmail.com w: www.remotetherapies.co.uk

Unit 2d, Fourwinds, Shillingford, Bampton, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 9AU
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All house and garden work undertaken

PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS
Bampton T.C.: Clerk: Penny Clapham clerk@bamptontowncouncil.gov.uk 01647 253066 
Brompton Regis P.C.: S Buchanan  brpcclerk@gmail.com 01984 641706 
Brushford P.C.: Clerk: Clive Knight,  cliveknight@me.com 01398 324140
Cutcombe P.C.: Clerk: Nic Kemp cutcombeclerk@gmail.com 07852 813983
Dulverton T.C.: Sec: Miss A. Rose clerk@dulvertontowncouncil.co.uk 01398 324561
East Anstey P.C.: Clerk: Mrs Jill Larcombe eastansteypc@yahoo.co.uk 01884 252647
Exford P.C: Clerk:  Nic Kemp clerk@exfordparishcouncil.org  07852 813983 
Exmoor P..C.: Clerk: Charlotte Hornsby exmoorparishcouncil@gmail.com 01643 831535
Exton P.C.: Clerk: Andrew Moore clerk@extonparishcouncil.co.uk 01984 641539
Oakford Parish Council: Chair: Mr John Phillips patsyphili@aol.com,   07583 146498
Upton P.C.: Clerk: Mrs P Purvis uptonparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk 01398 371548
Winsford P.C.: Clerk: Nic Kemp winsfordparishcouncil@gmail.com   07852 813983
Withypool & Hawkridge P.C.: Clerk: Charlotte Hornsby withypoolhawkridgeparishclerk@gmail.com 01643 831535 
Wiveliscombe T.C.: Clerk: Sarah Towells townclerk@wiveliscombe.com   01984 631914
LOCAL CHURCHES AND CHAPEL CONTACT NUMBERS 
All Saints Church, Dulverton: The Rev. Martin Collett, Assistant Curate 01398 324211
Dulverton Benefice/All Saints/Community choirs: Gary Cooper 07419 212354
All Saints Church, Dulverton, Bell Tower: Anne Markwick  01398 323823
Brushford: The Rev. Martin Collett, Assistant Curate  01398 324211
Exmoor Benefice: The Rev. David Weir, The Rectory, Exford, TA24 7LX 01643 831330
Catholic Church: Priest: Father Michael  01643 702201
Dulverton Congregational Church, Chapel Street: Mr P Donnelly  01398 324010
The Traditional Anglican Church:  Loxbear, Priest Reverend Aird 01769 581042 
Exmoor Benefice Choir: Mrs B. Staples  01643 851396
St Peter’s Church Oakford: Rev’d Stephanie Gordon-Jeffs     office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org 01884 250417
ARTS
The Arts Society Exmoor:   Mrs Penny Pulver (Chair)            www.theartssocietyexmoor.oreg.uk      01398 331007
Community Music Events: Gary Cooper www.allsaintsdulverton.org.uk 07419 212354
Dulverton Art Group: Sec: Mrs G Rose, 2 Stable Mews, The Square, Witheridge 01884 860495
Dulverton Camera Club: Sec: Peter Main, 4 Valley View, Morebath, Tiverton, EX16 01398 331556
Dulverton Players: Chair: Les Silverlock   01398 341850

TH
E 

LO
C

A
L 

D
IR

EC
TO

RY

IF YOU NOTICE ANY OF THESE ENTRIES NEED UPDATING PLEASE DO LET US KNOW - EMAIL EXMOORNEWS@GMAIL.COM
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Oakford Players, Chair: Mr A Holmes tholmes556@btinternet.com 01398 351665
SPORTS CLUBS
Anstey Short Mat Bowls: Chris Dale  01398 341615
Bridgetown Cricket: Sec: Mr. D. Sherring, Mid-Wicket, Bridgetown, Dulverton TA22 9JN administrator@bridgetowncc.co.uk
Brushford Short Mat Bowling: Sec: Sam Takle  01398 324147
Cutcombe Cricket: Sec: Mrs Maria Adams, 1 The Beeches, Wheddon Cross  01643 841036
Dulverton Angling Assn: c/o Pat Veale, 9 High St., Dulverton, TA22 9HB 01398 323409
Dulverton Badminton Club: Sec Judy Smith  01398 324353
Dulverton Cricket Club: Robert Dubery  01398 323474
Dulverton Cricket Club, Colts: Mrs Christine Dubery  01398 323474
Dulverton & District Tennis Club: Orla Jones      07783 930700
Dulverton & Exmoor Squash Club: Membership Sec: Chris Winter. chriscwin@aol.com  07710 046107
Dulverton Jnr. F.C: Sec: Mrs Christine Dubery  01398 323474
Dulverton Netball Club: Sec Lindsay Smith, 25, Nicholas Close, Brushford 01398 323834
Dulverton Snooker: Sec: Mr. D. Bodger, 39 Fishers Mead, Dulverton, TA22 9EN 01398 323899
Dulverton Sports and Social: Chair: Carl Hooper  01398 324494
Dulverton Sportsfield Management: Adrian Smith  01398 323834
Dulverton Senior Table Tennis: Richard Archer  01398 324160
Dulverton Town F.C: Sec: Mr. J. Atkins, 1 Exebridge, Dulverton. TA22 9AY 01398 323787
Exmoor Croquet Club: Chair: Connie Heywood  01398 341556
Moorland Hall Sports: info@wheddoncross.org.uk
Wimbleball Fly Fishers:  enquiries@fishingthewest.co.uk
PRE-SCHOOL GROUPS
All Saints School & Nursery:                                                              01398 323231 & 01398 323223
Anstey Parent and Toddlers Group: E A School  01398 341369
Little Owls Nursery at All Saints C of E School, Dulverton 01398 324360
Rhythm n’Brews Toddler Group: Sabine Cooper  07419 212354
SCHOOLS
All Saints C of E School: Fishers Mead TA22 9EN  01398 323231
Brompton Regis Toddlers: Mrs.S. Julian, Court Place Farm, Skilgate 01398 331031
Cutcombe C of E First School: Wheddon Cross, TA24 7DZ  01643 841462
Dulverton Junior School: Barns Close West, TA22 9EE 01398 323223 
Dulverton Children’s Centre: All Saints School, Fishers Mead TA22 9EN 01398 324360
Dulverton Family and Toddlers Group:   01398 324329
Dunkery PreSchool: Supervisor: Mrs. S. Matravers, Shute Close, Cutcombe, Minehead 01643 841008
East Anstey Primary School: East Anstey, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 9JP 01398 341369
Little Owls Nursery: All Saints School, Fishers Mead TA22 9EN 01398 324360
WOMEN’S ORGANISATIONS
Anstey W.I.: President: Mrs. C Wood  01398 341472
Brompton Regis W.I.: Sec: Mrs. P. Beecham, Rose Cottage, Brompton Regis 01398 371407
Cutcombe & District M.U.: President, Pam Anson  01643 851616 
Cutcombe & District W.I.: Mrs. Pam Anson   01643 851616      
Dulverton & Brushford M. U.: Mrs A. Gregory, 22 Jury Road, Dulverton, TA22 9DU 01398 323587                                                                                                      
Exford Moorhens: Chairman: Mrs. I. Collett     01643 831016
Oakford Moorland Ladies Club: Chair: Patsy Phillips Patsyphili@aol.com 01398 351648
YOUTH ORGANISATIONS AND ACTIVITIES
Bampton Scouts/Cubs/Beaver748s: Tony Weiss  01398 331901
Dulverton & District Young People’s Project: Chair: John Preston 01398 323862
Dulverton Ballet: Mrs Wightmore, Flat 3, Easter House, St. Andrews St. Tiverton 01884 253999
Exmoor Community Youth Club: Organiser Laura Tasker, Fridays 6 – 8 pm 01643 831125 
OTHERS
Abbeyfield House   01398 324136
Bampton Library and Resource Centre, Station Road 01398 332466
Brushford Parish Hall: Bookings enquiries@brushfordparishhall.org.uk  07941 139846 
Brushford Luncheon Club: Treasurer: Margaret Albery 01398 324587
Care Direct for help and advice: www.somerset.gov.uk  0300 1232224
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Cutcombe Flower & Produce Show: Sue White   01643 841142
Dulverton Action Group: Magdalena Harding   01398 323 785
Dulverton & District Civic Soc: Kathy Currie     07493  518350
Dulverton & Southern Exmoor Twinning: Chair: Steve Ford, Dulverton 01398 323016
Dulverton Bridge Club: Sec. Brian Hughes, www.Bridgewebs.com/dulverton 01398 331219
Dulverton Dance:   01398 341850
Dulverton Ballroom Dance: Sec: Mrs Christine Dubery 01398 323474
Dulverton Development Forum: Sec: Mrs J. Ross  01398 323818
Dulverton Films: Jan Ross  01398 323818
Dulverton Fellowship for Mental Health: Marion Silverlock  01398 341850
Dulverton Gardening Club: Roger Hammmond  01398 323954
Dulverton Group Exmoor Society: Sec: Dr Ken Mills  01398 331482
Dulverton Vets  01398 323285
Dulverton Vintage Films: Magdalena Harding   01398 323785
Dulverton Voluntary Drivers: Mike Beale  07743 885115
Exe Valley Market Bus: Chairman: Colin Radford, cjrbutterdale@gmail.com
Bookings (To include private use) Jennie Chappell smilerjenniec@hotmail.com 01398 351666
Exmoor Patient Group: Chair: Sandra Wilson, W Nightcott, Dulverton TA22 9RT 01398 324687
Exmoor BeeKeepers Association: Sec: Caroline Ralph  exmoorhoneyshow@gmail.com  01984 656240
Exmoor Community Bus Assn: Sec: Mr. G Knock, 6 Pounds Close, Brushford TA22 9AL  01398 324555
Exmoor Pony Centre: Ashwick, Dulverton, Somerset, TA22 9QE 01398 323093
Exmoor Pony Society: Sec: Sue McGeever, Woodmans, Brithem Bottom Cullompton, Devon EX15 1NB  01884 839930
Exmoor Rotary Club: Humphrey Berridge (PRO), Station Hse,  Luke St, Bampton 01398 332324
Good Neighbours: Sandra Collett   01398 324211
Oakford Village Hall: Chair: Mr D Bannister davidbannister10@hotmail.com 01398 351135
Bookings: Mrs Dawn Williams dawnwilliams1@gmail.com 01398 324035
Royal British Legion Dulverton: Peter Donnelly  01398 323030
TA22 Voluntary Lift Scheme (formerly Brushford Voluntary Lifts): Chair: T. Wilson 07528 326880
Tiverton Model Aero Club: Sec: Mr. P Veale, 9 High St., Dulverton TA22 9HB 01398 323409
U3A Exmoor: Yvonne Moorfoot, 3 Lamb Back, Dulverton 01398 323529
Village Agent Jane Lillis janel@somersetrcc.org.uk 07958 415270
West Somerset Advice Bureau:    01643 704624
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Please follow me on facebook or visit
www.nicolamarydesigns.co.uk for the latest news.

The Piggery will be open most days but if you are making
a special visit please check on our website or contact

Nicky on 07746 721331.




