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26 High Street   I   Dulverton   I   Somerset   I   TA22 9DJ 
01398 323 397 for reservations  

NEW OPENING TIMES  
OPEN 6 EVENINGS 

LUNCH SATURDAY & SUNDAY ONLY 
CLOSED TUESDAY 

www.tongdam.com

 

Tongdam is still serving the community with Takeaways, 

available 6 Nights a Week, 6pm-to-9pm and for Lunch Saturday 

and Sunday, 12noon-to-1.30pm.   C
losed on Tuesdays. Check 

out our Facebook, or Website www.tongdam.com for full details.
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Best wishes, Ceri Keene and Claire Savill
E: exmoornews@gmail.com   T: 07497 914441  W: www.exmoornews.co.uk

Post: The Old Stores, Brushford, Dulverton, Somerset, TA22 9AH 
We take our responsibility to maintain high editorial standards seriously.

Should an error occur please do not hesitate to contact us.          

Cover image 2021: © Ueli Zellweger

If you would like to see your photo on the cover send us a low resolution 
copy for our library. If used we will ask for a high resolution version and you 
too could be in print.

There is a lot more going on. It’s good 
to see more events are being planned, 
things are opening up again carefully - 
we are all looking forward to a summer 
on Exmoor. 
Centre pages - about us and our new 
Social Media Digital Services.

Spot the dog answer 
from May-June issue. 
New Spot the dog on 
page 65.

Exmoor News - Our Story see 
centre pages

Meet the editors – 
Ceri Keene and Claire Savill
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A Talk by Penny Adie, meeting subject to Covid rules, at the 
Town Hall, 15th July, 7.00pm for 7.30pm
And all because of a  violet…

...’An insight into the inspiration behind Penny Adie’s fund-raising 
book, Hope in the Hedgerows, that went on to raise, through sales, 
£10,000 for Help Musicians. The project turned out to be more than 
the challenge she could ever have envisaged. Combining her photos of 
country flowers with many literary contributions submitted by people 
from all walks of life, they formed a telling book giving an appreciation of 
the far-reaching effect of the crisis that hit the globe in 2020. 

Mad, as ever, Penny is now embarking on a sequel and this time to be sold in 
aid of the music in Exeter’s Cathedral.

 

A Talk by Elizabeth Holman, meeting subject to Covid rules, at 
the Town Hall, 19th August, 7.00pm for 7.30pm
The Creative Shrub Garden

‘Shrub gardens by their very nature often need a little help to make 
them more colourful all the year round.

‘The Creative Shrub Garden’ suggests ways of adding colour, form 
and variety by introducing other plants to enhance the 
shape and form of the shrubs and add interest for 
every season’.

Dulverton Town Hall, 15th July, 7.00pm for 7.30pm

Dulverton Town Hall, 19th August, 7.00pm for 7.30pm
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EXMOOR SOCIETY GUIDED WALKS 2021

All walks will take place under Government Covid regulations. 
Please check the Exmoor Society website for information relevant at the date of the event. 

www.exmoorsociety.com
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL using the form on the Exmoor Society website page for each walk.

Wednesday 7th July 2021, 10.30am – 12.30pm | 
Murder and Mystery at Wheal Eliza

On this short walk along the River Barle, hear the 
history of the Knight family, mining in this part of 
Exmoor and the tragic murder and mystery at Wheal 
Eliza. One or two short climbs but overall an easy walk 
along the valley. Return to Simonsbath for optional 
pub lunch or bring a picnic. 2.5hrs/2.5miles. Dogs on 
leads.

Meet 10.30am, Ashcombe Car Park, Simonsbath TA24 
7SH. (SS 775 394)

Refreshments available afterwards at the Exmoor 
Forest Inn, Simonsbath, subject to Covid restrictions.

Friday 9th July 2021, 1pm – 3pm | Hawcombe Nature 
Reserve Butterflies

This walk with ENPA Woodland Officer, Graham 
McVittie, will look at some of the coppice 
management work in this National Nature Reserve 
to help the recovery of the heath fritillary butterfly 
(aka the Woodman’s Follower), though sight of the 
butterfly is entirely weather dependent. We will 
follow a circular route through the woods to see 
other butterflies, including the silver washed fritillary 
(hopefully). 3mls/2hrs. Dogs on leads.

Meet Car-park on south of A39, 400m west of cattle 
grid at top of Porlock Hill. TA24 8LT but do not go 
down to Bromham Farm.

Wednesday 14th July 2021, 10am – 1pm | Porlock’s 
Coastal Wildlife - July

A spectacular circling walk starting in the picturesque 
village of Bossington, via the dramatic cliffs at 
Hurlstone Point, continuing around the sweeping 
shingle ridge and across the ever-changing 
saltmarsh.  The walk will provide many opportunities 
to discover coastal and marine wildlife, historic 
landscape features and the dynamic morphology 
of this nationally important coastline. 3mls/3hrs. No 
dogs.

Meet 10.00am at the National Trust car park in 
Bossington village TA24 8H

Refreshments available at Kitnor’s Tearoom, 
Bossington, subject to Covid restrictions.

Tuesday 3rd August 2021, 10.00am – 12.30pm | 
Historic Lynton and the Valley of Rocks - August

A fascinating 2.5-hour walk from the Valley of Rocks 

into Lynton and back, to look from a different angle at 
how the Victorians influenced what we see today and 
how they were drawn to this majestic coastline and 
the splendour of the Valley of Rocks.

2.5 mls/2.5 hours.

Meet: 10am Valley of Rocks ENPA car park & picnic 
area (car park near public toilets). EX35 6JH / SS 7113 
4968.

Tuesday 10th August 2021, 10am – 1pm | North Hill 
with a Compass

This walk is designed to demonstrate map and 
compass navigation on the open moorland of North 
Hill (please bring a compass if you have one; there will 
be a few spares on the day).  We will also visit some 
of the remains of the WWII tank training ground, and 
if there is time we will return on the contour path 
around Bratton Ball. 4-5mls/3hrs. Dogs on leads.

Meet 10.00am at the old tank training ground car 
park on North Hill (SS 9547 4746).

Directions: leave Minehead on Moor Rd (becomes Hill 
Rd), pass the camping club site, then 1/4 mile later 
turn right on a wide concrete drive (not the gravel 
track). TA24 5LB will take you on to Hill Road.

Wednesday 18th August 2021, 2pm – 4.30pm | The 
Natural Capital assets of Molland Moor and Exmoor

A walk around Molland Moor to consider the topical 
subject of Natural Capital Assets and how Exmoor 
contributes to them. What are the benefits from 
this wild environment to visitors and the wider 
public? The walk will be over rough moorland going. 
3mls/2.5hrs. Dogs on leads.

Meet 2pm at Molland Moor Gate (between Molland 
and Anstey Commons). SS 835 298 – approx. postcode 
TA22 9QT.

Participants take part in events at their own risk. 
BOOKING IS REQUIRED on the Exmoor Society 
website page for each walk - www.exmoorsociety.
com/events/category/events. 

Our guided walks are free to members and non-
members alike but donations are welcomed to cover 
administration and printing costs.

The Exmoor Society | 01398 323335 | info@
exmoorsociety.com 
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Exmoor’s Newest 
Theatre - ‘The Twelve 

Pound Look’ 
When is a Bank not a Bank? When it’s a 
theatre! Dulverton’s Bank, closed for six 
years, has been restored as a mini theatre, 
recording studio and radio station. 
Renamed Exmoor Studios it has been 
developed by local enthusiasts after 
achieving change of use from Exmoor 
National Park. 

Over two weekends at the end of May and 
at the beginning of June, they welcomed 
Pleasuredome Theatre Company, famous 
for their Valley of the Rocks, open air 
Doones and Shakespeare in an exciting 
collaboration with touring theatre 
company Betwixt-and-Between. Four 
professionals from Scotland and the West 
Country delivered colourful and dynamic 
performances of this unexpectedly 
powerful playlet.

The 60 seat theatre in the round, opened 
with its first half full (C19 restricted) 
audiences for a riveting and quite 
unexpected one hour play, The Twelve 
Pound Look, by the author of Peter Pan, 
J.M. Barrie. 

A prolific writer, the leading playwright 
of his day, Sir James Barrie, was 110 years 
ahead of his time with this one hour 
comedy of male hubris, blind arrogance, 
and female liberation.

As well as being a period piece and 
splendid costume drama, it is bang up-
to-date with the equalities issues of 
today. The company secured the services 
of Susan George (Straw Dogs; The Real 
Marigold Hotel) to guide us through the 
nuances of the plot. This is a ‘grown-up’ 
play in which Susan also invites each one 
of us in the audience to imagine we are 
one of the leading characters, to then 
be challenged by our own foibles and 
choices, humorously.

 Susan George

Those leading characters are Kate, played 
with just the right balance of power, 
feminine wiles, and subtlety by Charlotte 
Ellen, and pompous, vain, myopic Harry, 
‘Sir’ to you and me, by strutting Daniel 
Arbon. Their ex-marital duel plays out so 
engagingly you realise your attention has 
not slipped once, riveted throughout.

Director Scott le Crass skillfully weaves in 
the creative, colourful extras of Charlotte 
Ellen’s new adaptation with an opening 
and closing allegory that pulls together, 
in a mythical, mystical manner the 
warnings to all of us about complacency 
versus attentiveness in our relationships.

Barrie is clearly a women’s champion. 
“The law, like you Harry, has a profound 
understanding of women” offered by 
Kate with pithy sarcasm. “You were a 
good husband according to your lights”. 
“Ambition is the last infirmity of noble 
minds”, she says, as they play with truth 
and sensitivity in a battle of the sexes, 
which inflates and deflates the puffing, 
puffed up Harry throughout.
So many themes are covered in one 
short hour. This play was reported at 
the time as “one of the most ‘nearly’ 
perfect one act plays of contemporary 
drama”. Charlotte Ellen’s adaptation rids 
it of this ‘nearly’ problem by adding a 
fascinating introduction in which Harry, 
starting out as the common man, is 
seemingly transformed later. Likewise 
the denouement brings the allegory to 
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Ele Davidson
Painter & Decorator
North Devon Area

07775 600298
eledav1@btinternet.com

       painterdecoratorcommissions

a moving and slickly managed climax 
demonstrating the many sides of each of 
us - humble, nervous, decisive, hopeful - 
when we learn that we are wrong.”
In between the main Kate and Harry 
contests, Helena Payne (Valley of the 
Rocks summer performances, and Abbey 
Road singer) and Ben Fensome, an actor- 
playwright, coloured the whole plot with 
a series of a brilliantly timed, obsequious 
or gentle cameo interventions.

Costumes and set were 
perfect for this newest West 
Country mini Theatre – a 
phenomenal enterprise led 
by Dulverton Player and 
Knackershole Garden Theatre 
impresario, Steve Hall and 
friends - soon to include a 
recording studio and an FM 
radio station serving the 
out-of-radio-reach dwellers 

from Wheddon Cross to Bampton, and 
Simonsbath to Morebath.

A test of any production might be “Did 
the audience rush away?” No they didn’t. 
They lingered at the bar, talking to the 
cast, and exploring the labyrinth of 
Dulverton’s old bank. Exmoor’s very own 
Studios, add another dimension to this 
dynamic Town’s performances of the arts 
in their Town Hall, Heritage Centre, and 
Churches.
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Boxercise - Bootcamp - Kettlercise - Fitness Pilates

Enjoy Fitness
classes, fun for all
ages and abilities

Monday – 9.30am Body Conditioning,
10.30am Fitness Pilates

5pm Fitness Pilates, 6pm Fitness Pilates,
7pm Boxercise

Tuesday - 10am Legs, Bums & Tums,
6.30pm Kettlercise

Wednesday – 9.30am Fitness Pilates
12pm Body Conditioning

Thursday - 6pm Kettlebell HIIT,
7pm Men's Fitness Pilates
Friday - 6am Bootcamp

9.30am Boxercise, 10.30am Fitness Pilates
Saturday - 8am Circuits/Legs, Bums & Tums

Fitness Pilates, block booking only 6 week course
All other classes pay as you go

Booking is essential
Jackie Kelly Fitness, Parish Rooms, Rosemary Lane,

Dulverton TA22 9DP
Email: jackiekelly416@gmail.com

Tel: 01398 323959 Mob: 07487 711445
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The First Dulverton Vintage Fair - Sunday 5th September 2021
A Festival of vintage for all the family, with singing, dancing, historic 

vehicles and vintage stalls. Admission Free!

Ali Pegrum 
Visit Dulverton 
Dulverton, Exmoor, Somerset 
hello@visitdulverton.com 
07785 901017 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

THE FIRST DULVERTON VINTAGE FAIR IS TO TAKE PLACE IN THIS PRETTY 
EXMOOR MARKET TOWN ON SUNDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 2021 –  

A FESTIVAL OF VINTAGE FOR ALL THE FAMILY, WITH SINGING, DANCING, 
HISTORIC VEHICLES AND VINTAGE STALLS. ADMISSION FREE! 

 

 
To reignite the visitor economy after the Covid restrictions, the lovely Exmoor town of Dulverton has 
created a brand new event to encourage holidaymakers and visitors to the town.  The announcement of 
the event coincides with the town’s fresh new Visit Dulverton branding and the relaunch of the Visit 
Dulverton Facebook and Instagram pages.  
 
The Dulverton Vintage Fair is planned as a mini festival of vintage, primarily celebrating the 1940’s and 
1950’s – with an array of vintage stalls, singing by the fabulous Liberty Sisters (from ‘Buttercup’, their 
vintage yellow truck – pictured above), dancing with the South West Lindy Hoppers and the Hot House 
Combo playing their wonderful swinging jazz to encourage others to jump up and dance along too! 
 
Historic cars from the North Devon Sports and Classic Car Club will be there, as well as some rare and 
exquisite WWII military vehicles (and tractors – this is Exmoor, after all!).  Everyone will be encouraged to 
dress in period costume if they fancy – you may even find a 1940’s hair and make up stall at the event. 
Cream teas, a Pimms Bar and other refreshments will keep visitors fed and watered. 
 
The Fair will take place on the Exmoor Lawns, an area of lawn that sits beside the River Barle close to 
Dulverton’s iconic medieval bridge.  Admission to the Vintage Fair is FREE and it will be held from 12 to 
5pm on Sunday 5 September 2021 - with the hope is that it shall become an annual event for the town. 
Keep an eye on the Visit Dulverton social media pages for more information about the event. 
 

# ENDS # 
 

For all press and event enquiries, please contact Ali Pegrum at hello@visitdulverton.com or 07785 901017 

To reignite the visitor economy after the Covid 
restrictions, Dulverton has created a brand 
new event to encourage holidaymakers and 
visitors to the town. The announcement of 
the event coincides with the town’s fresh new 
Visit Dulverton branding and the relaunch of 
the Visit Dulverton Facebook and Instagram 
pages.

The Dulverton Vintage Fair is planned as a 
mini festival of vintage, primarily celebrating 
the 1940’s and 1950’s – with an array of 
vintage stalls, singing by the fabulous Liberty 
Sisters (from ‘Buttercup’, their vintage yellow 
truck – pictured here), dancing with the 
South West Lindy Hoppers and the Hot House 
Combo playing their wonderful swinging jazz 
to encourage others to jump up and dance 
along too!

Historic cars from the North Devon Sports and 
Classic Car Club will be there, as well as some 
rare and exquisite WWII military vehicles (and 

tractors – this is Exmoor, after all!). Everyone 
will be encouraged to dress in period costume 
if they fancy – you may even find a 1940’s hair 
and make up stall at the event.

Cream teas, a Pimms Bar and other 
refreshments will keep visitors fed and 
watered.

The Fair will take place on the Exmoor Lawns, 
an area of lawn that sits beside the River Barle 
close to Dulverton’s iconic medieval bridge. 
Admission to the Vintage Fair is FREE and 
it will be held from 12 to 5pm on Sunday 5 
September 2021 - with the hope is that it shall 
become an annual event for the town.

Keep an eye on the Visit Dulverton social 
media pages for more information about the 
event.

Ali Pegrum 
Visit Dulverton 
Dulverton, Exmoor, Somerset 
hello@visitdulverton.com 
07785 901017 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

THE FIRST DULVERTON VINTAGE FAIR IS TO TAKE PLACE IN THIS PRETTY 
EXMOOR MARKET TOWN ON SUNDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 2021 –  

A FESTIVAL OF VINTAGE FOR ALL THE FAMILY, WITH SINGING, DANCING, 
HISTORIC VEHICLES AND VINTAGE STALLS. ADMISSION FREE! 

 

 
To reignite the visitor economy after the Covid restrictions, the lovely Exmoor town of Dulverton has 
created a brand new event to encourage holidaymakers and visitors to the town.  The announcement of 
the event coincides with the town’s fresh new Visit Dulverton branding and the relaunch of the Visit 
Dulverton Facebook and Instagram pages.  
 
The Dulverton Vintage Fair is planned as a mini festival of vintage, primarily celebrating the 1940’s and 
1950’s – with an array of vintage stalls, singing by the fabulous Liberty Sisters (from ‘Buttercup’, their 
vintage yellow truck – pictured above), dancing with the South West Lindy Hoppers and the Hot House 
Combo playing their wonderful swinging jazz to encourage others to jump up and dance along too! 
 
Historic cars from the North Devon Sports and Classic Car Club will be there, as well as some rare and 
exquisite WWII military vehicles (and tractors – this is Exmoor, after all!).  Everyone will be encouraged to 
dress in period costume if they fancy – you may even find a 1940’s hair and make up stall at the event. 
Cream teas, a Pimms Bar and other refreshments will keep visitors fed and watered. 
 
The Fair will take place on the Exmoor Lawns, an area of lawn that sits beside the River Barle close to 
Dulverton’s iconic medieval bridge.  Admission to the Vintage Fair is FREE and it will be held from 12 to 
5pm on Sunday 5 September 2021 - with the hope is that it shall become an annual event for the town. 
Keep an eye on the Visit Dulverton social media pages for more information about the event. 
 

# ENDS # 
 

For all press and event enquiries, please contact Ali Pegrum at hello@visitdulverton.com or 07785 901017 

hello@visitdulverton.com
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Dulverton Weir 
Project Awarded 
Funding

by Somerset 
Rivers Authority

Dulverton Weir & Leat Conservation 
Trust is delighted to advise its supporters 
that the Somerset Rivers Authority has 
awarded Somerset West and Taunton 
Council (partners in the Dulverton Weir 
& Leat Restoration Project and owners 
of Dulverton Weir) a grant to carry out a 
Phase I assessment with the restoration 
of the ancient weir forming part of flood 
alleviation scheme.

Most DWLCT supporters will be aware 
of the flooding which has occurred in 
Dulverton, particularly in recent years 
and the part which a restored weir 
structure with proper maintenance and 
management could play in alleviating 

future flooding.

The funding by Somerset Rivers Authority 
will include:

*	Flood alleviation modelling

*	Carrying out ecological surveys by 
Westcountry Rivers Trust (Partners in 
the project)

*	Finalising designs for repairs and 
improvements

*	Obtaining necessary approvals

*	Putting the second phase (physical 
restoration work) out to tender and 
agreeing costs

*	Seeking funding for the second phase

It is anticipated that this Phase 1 work will 
be completed this year in preparation for 
the second phase (restoration).

We will, of course, keep supporters 
informed of future developments.

Advance Notice of DWLCT Garden Party with 
Lord & Lady Dulverton in Attendance

Dear DWLCT Supporters,

Lord & Lady Dulverton and the Trustees 
would like to give you advance notice of 
our Garden Party to celebrate the fifth 
anniversary of the founding of the Trust.

This will be held on Wednesday 
14th July at 5.00pm at Witheridge 
Farm, Bridgetown, Dulverton by kind 
permission of Mr & Mrs Michael Archer.

The format will be a little different 
this year, the event being held on 
a charitable donation basis with a 
suggested contribution of £10 (of course 
this is optional) on the day. This will be 
an opportunity for the Trust to update 
supporters on progress to date with 
displays by Project Partners (including 
Somerset West & Taunton Council) 
explaining their work and their part in 
the Dulverton Weir Restoration Project. 

Participants in the DWLCT July art events 
will also be displaying some of their work.

As most of our supporters will be aware, 
the Trust sends out formal printed 
invitations to the Garden Party by post 
with more details and a location map 
nearer to the date (we also send the 
invitation by email but many supporters 
like to have a printed invitation card). 
We would like to use the time in hand 
to make sure our records of supporter 
postal addresses are up to date. If you 
have not received a printed invitation 
before, or have changed address perhaps 
you might send an email to info@
dulvertonweir.org.uk advising us where 
to send the printed invitation.

Thank you for your support - we look 
forward to meeting you again at the 
Garden Party.
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B U I L D I N G S E R V I C E S L T D

KEITH FARMER BUILDING SERVICES LTD

01823 666223

• ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN • PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT • 
• BUILDING REGULATIONS • BUILDING CONTRACTORS • PROJECT MANAGEMENT •

• New Builds/ Conversions/ Extensions/ Commercial/ Industrial/ Listed Buildings • 

FREE INITIAL ADVICE AND ESTIMATE
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Belinda Hopkins
01398 324 053

sew_n_sew@hotmail.co.uk
www.sew-n-sew.co.uk

Quality bespoke made to measure curtains,

roman blinds and cushions.

Curtains adapted and altered to fit

Curtain poles, tracks, venetian & roller blinds

Range of fabrics available including iLiv and

Clarke & Clarke

■ Patio Driveway and
Decking Cleaning

01398 323696 - 07984 057527

EDWORTHYS
OVEN CLEANING

The Flat, Abbeyfield House, Dulverton,
Somerset TA22 9BY

01398 323 696

Professional, Reliable, Friendly
and Competitive Pricing.

For a free quotation, please call
us on 01398 323 696 and we will

happily arrange a date and time to
suit you.

■ Gutters ■ Facias
■ Roof Cleaning ■ Upholstery

Please contact Tom for a free quotation.



exmoornews@gmail.com          EXMOOR NEWS          exmoornews.co.uk12

The Gunsmith’s Tale

It was one of those all too frequent very wet days this 
May, shortly after ‘non-essential’ shops reopened, 
when Exmoor News caught up with Patrick (Pat) 
Veale, who runs Lance Nicholson, Dulverton’s 
specialist fishing, shooting and gun shop. Despite the 
weather, the shop was busy throughout the morning, 
with visitors to the town in search of waterproofs and 
regular customers in need of fishing supplies and 
repairs. The shop opened in 1968 and Pat has been 
part of the Lance Nicholson story since 1979.
Born in Exeter, he grew up on Exmoor at the family 
farm, first at Bottreaux Mill and later at Brompton 
Regis. After leaving school at 16, Pat joined the RAF 
and trained as an engine fitter but, as he explains: ‘In 
1977, a motorcycle accident in which I broke my back 
put an end to my time in the RAF.’ A brief spell with 
British Airways followed, at which point he decided 
to return to Exmoor and went to work with Lance 
Nicholson in 1979. ‘And I’ve been here ever since,’ says 
Pat, with a wry smile.
In due course, he became Lance’s business partner 
and in 1984 Pat and his wife, Jackie, bought the 
business. Although Lance died in 1996, his name lives 
on in the shop’s name, which has become something 
of an Exmoor institution. So much so that some of 
Pat’s current customers are the grandchildren of 
those he served over 40 years ago. ‘I’m pretty sure 
that I’m the longest serving shopkeeper in Dulverton,’ 
he says, with understated pride.
Covid-19, lockdown, and months of being closed 
presented a real threat but local and central 
government support for businesses provided an 
essential lifeline and helped keep things afloat. 
While many shops switched to online sales, it was 
not an option that appealed, not least because of 
the level of personal service that Lance Nicholson 
provides. Like many shopkeepers, however, Pat is 
more than familiar with that frustrating 21st century 
phenomenon – the customer who walks in, sees 
something they like, takes photos, walks out … and 
then looks online for the cheapest price. 
On a more positive note, Pat’s own history with the 
shop was repeated when James Hughes started 

working alongside him in 1998, becoming a partner 
in 2008.  So, with one eye on retirement, Pat feels 
hopeful that Lance Nicholson’s legacy is secure for 
the future. 
Country sports are as much a part of Pat ’s life away 
from the shop as when he is working. ‘I do some 
shooting and particularly enjoy fishing,’ he says. 
Pat is a firm believer in the way fishing can benefit 
wellbeing and is chairman of South West Fishing 
for Life, which supports people affected by breast 
cancer. He is also the founder of the Dulverton 
Angling Association, which is committed to making 
fishing accessible to everyone – a cause very close to 
Pat Veale’s heart.
Find out more: 
www.lance-nicholson.co.uk		
www.southwestfishingforlife.org.uk
www.dulvertonanglingassociation.org.uk
Diane Trembath

Patrick (Pat) Veale



Lance Nicholson
Country Pursuits

9 High Street, Dulverton
01398 323409

Shotguns, rifles, 
ammunition, clays etc. 

All your game fishing needs 
plus details of the 

Dulverton Angling Association.
Large range of Barbour clothing.

www.lance-nicholson.co.uk
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Bespoke Dog Walking and
House Sitting Service

Fully Insured

Clair Weaver
07774 673314

clairweaver16@gmail.com
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Tickets £10 - available at Dulverton Post Office or book online -
https://bookwhen.com/exmoorstudios#focus=ev-svl2-20210730183000

Please bring your own seating. You are
most welcome to picnic before or
after the show. Bring a picnic rug. Due
to covid restrictions the audience
should expect to be spread out to
ensure a clear view for all.

Organised in partnership with Take Art Totally Local project, Dulverton Development Forum
and Exmoor Studios

Friday July 30th

Tor Theatre

THE RIME OF THE ANCIENT MARINER
The Bluebirds Theatre

THE POPERA HOUSE WITH THE
REDUCED RING CYCLE

Grounds open for
picnics from 5pm.

The show starts at
6.30pm.  Cash bar.

ADVANCE NOTICE.  WE WILL BE RE-
STARTING OUR MONTHLY TALKS WITH 

EFFECT FROM WEDNESDAY 29th 
SEPTEMBER IN THE USUAL WAY.

Obviously dependent on the continuing 
opening up by the Government.

We will be sending out personal notices 
to all members in advance.

Save the dates!
BAMPTON PLAYERS 

PRESENT
‘Relative Values’ by Noel 
Coward in Riverside Hall, 

Bampton for three nights 23rd 
to 25th September. 

The play is a light-hearted comedy 
with some very funny twists and turns 

in the plot.

Tickets £8 will be available from 
Bampton Fresh from 23 August

www.elementaldesignandbuild.info 
07794594916    07534043059

ELEMENTAL 
  GARDENS 

GARDEN DESIGN 
LANDSCAPING 

GARDEN ROOMS 
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Wild Wellies (Tales&Treasures)
Author

Outdoor Ed & Forest School Leader Level 3 

E X P L O R E  C R E A T E

S T O R I E S A C T I V I T I E S  

                       Why not inspire your
children (whatever their age!) with the wonders
of our beautiful Exmoor? 
Visit enchanting forests, and take part in story-
walks, themed crafts, bushcraft activities. Maybe
enjoy marshmallows over an open fire? Led by
Ema Rowe, local Forest School teacher and
author of “My Favourite Tree”.  

Booking & Wellies Essential. 
Meet out and about or at your holiday 
 front door*. 
Prices start at £25 for 2hrs including
crafts and activities*, 
Children must be accompanied by 
an adult at all times. 
*(T’s & C’s apply).

Ema took my children on a new
adventure, gathering treasures and spotting

animal tracks; their confidence and
curiosity blossomed. 

We didn’t even notice the weather 
as we were having so much fun!
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Local , Reliable Exmoor Business offering a
variety of services:

Lawn Care and  Mowing,
Weeding, Plant Care, Pruning, Hedge

Trimming, Tree Care, Planting, Garden
Maintenance, Patio Cleaning, Internal &

External Painting & Decorating, 
 Courier service.

 
Contact Rod Mitchell on

rodmitchell252@gmail.com or call on 
 07856589565  for a FREE quotation

Hollam Painting &

Gardening Services

‘OUT OF 
BOUNDS’ 

– the latest 
w a l k i n g 
p u b l i c a t i o n 
from Bampton 
H e r i t a g e 
and Visitor 
Centre.

F o l l o w i n g 
on from the successful ‘Bampton 

Bounds’, published in 2020, in which all 
the walks start and finish in Bampton, 
this latest book contains walks within a 
10 mile radius of this pretty Devon town.

‘Out of Bounds’ has 11 walks from 2 
miles (3.2km) to 9.25 miles (14.75 km) 
in length, plus a 26.75 mile (43.25km) 
Challenge Walk.  It is designed to appeal 
to residents and visitors alike with walks 
chosen, described and tested by our 
volunteers. 

All the profits from sales of both books go 
towards the work of the Centre. 

The recognition of the benefit walking 
brings to our physical and mental well-
being has now moved beyond a few 
enthusiasts. 

The quick sell out, update and reprint 
of the first book confirmed that more 
people are embracing walking than ever 
before.

Both ‘Bampton Bounds’ and ‘Out of 
Bounds’ are available from the Bampton 
Heritage and Visitor Centre, situated in St 
Michael and All Angels Church, Bampton 
Game in Newton Square, The Bridge 
House Hotel and on-line at bhvcsales1@
outlook.com They cost £5 and £6 
respectively and £10 when bought 
together. 

Liz Redfern, chair of the Bampton Heritage 
and Visitor Centre said ‘‘We owe so much 
to our volunteers especially Wendy 
Boothroyd and Rachel Macdonald who 
have led the development of both books. 
Their passion is to help people enjoy our 
beautiful surroundings on foot. We must 
have some of the fittest volunteers in 
Devon! 

We are also grateful to Bampton Town 
Council and Devon County Council for 
financial support.  A special thank you 
too, to Alan Loftus at Bampton Game 
who undertook to sell copies of Bampton 
Bounds when the ‘lockdowns’ caused the 
Centre to close. 

By publicising the wonderful walking 
around the area, we hope to increase 
visitor numbers to Bampton and support 
the local economy.  There are many great 
places to stay and eat here and the town 
is a very attractive tourist destination.”

Further details, comments or press 
enquiries can be obtained by emailing 
bamptonheritage@btinternet.com or 
calling Liz Redfern on 07966 260058
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Reliable, professional and friendly service for sole traders, partnerships,   
not-for-profit organisations and small businesses

	Bookkeeping
	Self Assessment Tax Returns
	Payroll Management including Auto Enrolment
	CIS
	VAT Returns and MTD
	Final Year End Accounts
	Bookkeeping Software Set Up and Training

To discuss your business needs please call Rebecca on 01643 831638 
or email info@barlebookkeeping.co.uk

Licensed and regulated by the Institute of Certified Bookkeepers (ICB)
Practice Licence Number: 22357

 
 
 

 

75th Hawkridge Revel & Gymkhana Bank Holiday Monday 
August 30th 2021 

                                                                                                                              
Commencing at 10.30am with Showing Classes, including Hunter 
Class. 
Mountain & Moorland and Exmoor Pony classes - ridden & in-hand 
and Veteran Class 
Show Jumping commencing at 11 am.  – including Nursery Stakes, 
Novice Class & Open Classes. 
 

Gymkhana & Family Dog Show at 2pm. 
 

Other attractions – Children’s Mounted Fancy Dress, Foot Races, 
Side Shows, Stalls, Ice cream & Refreshments.  
 

Fun day out for all the family.  
 

Enquiries Tel:  01398 341520/ 01643 831320 
Website: hawkridgeexmoor.co.uk 

 
Schedules SAE: 

Mrs V Lock, Old School House, Hawkridge, Dulverton TA22 9QN 
Email: veronica.lock@btinternet.com 
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www.exmoordistillery.co.uk
01398 323 488
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THE TWO MOORS FESTIVAL – Save the dates!

The Two Moors Festival 2021 will be 
held over two weekends - Friday 1st to 
Sunday 3rd October on Dartmoor and 
Friday 8th to Sunday 10th October 
on Exmoor, under the artistic direction 
of violinist, Tamsin Waley-Cohen, with 
the theme of ‘Arcadia Unlocked’. Exmoor 

highlights will include pianist Pavel 
Kolesnikov, tenor Nicky Spence and viola 
player Lawrence Power. Huw Watkins will 
be the Composer-in-Residence. Dartmoor 
will hear, among others, soprano Ruby 
Hughes and lutenist Jonas Nordberg, 
Stile Antico and the Barbican Quartet. 

Please check the website in the coming 
weeks for updates on times, venues, 
programmes and ticketing: www.
twomoorsfestival.co.uk
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EXFORD AT HEART OF 
NEW ‘DARK SKIES HUB’ 

FOR EXMOOR
The central Exmoor village of Exford is 
hosting the National Park’s very first ‘Dark 
Sky Discovery Hub’, whilst nearby work has 
started on a new Dark Sky Discovery Trail.
Following a successful grant application to 
the Exmoor National Park Authority, local 
businesses Wild About Exmoor and Exford 
Bridge Tea Rooms are collaborating to 
create a focal point for visitors interested 
in experiencing the area’s incredibly dark 
skies. Together they will be hosting regular 
guided stargazing sessions and expert talks 
throughout the year, along with advice and 
an array of star charts, books and guides.
Jennie and Malcom Wild, from Wild About 
Exmoor, offer a range of outdoor experiences 
but their most popular of late have been 
exclusive or group guided stargazing 
sessions. Jennie said: “Visitors are keen to 
learn more about what they can see here on 
a clear night – even with the naked eye you 
can see thousands of stars, the milky way, star 
clusters and sometimes even the smudge of 
our next nearest galaxy, Andromeda.
“We can help them find constellations and, 
with our telescopes, we can also introduce 
them to the wonders of deep sky through 
planets, distant stars and galaxies.  In addition 
to offering guided outdoor stargazing 
sessions, we will also be running indoor 
presentations in Exford Bridge Tea Rooms 
using their new 50” screen and some amazing 
planetarium software. This will enable groups 
of up to 30 people of all ages to learn about 
the night sky.”
The popular Exford Bridge Tea Rooms is 
owned and run by Claire and Bruce Jenner-
Laurens. The young family developed a keen 
interest in astronomy after a stargazing 
session with Wild About Exmoor and are 
now keen to help visitors understand and 
experience the wonders of Exmoor’s dark 
skies. Bruce said: “We are so lucky to live and 
work in an area with such low levels of light 

pollution here in the middle of Exmoor’s 
internationally recognised Dark Sky Reserve. 
We’re delighted to be able to partner with 
Wild About Exmoor to host events and 
provide seasonal stargazing information to 
visitors.
“By inspiring and engaging with customers 
during the day, we hope they will feel more 
confident to go out and enjoy the spectacle 
of a clear Exmoor night. We’ve redesigned 
our interior, invested in new signage and will 
be filling our tea rooms with astro-related 
material. Our business will be hosting year-
round events and we pride ourselves on 
a tasty home cooked menu using quality 
local ingredients. We also sell amazing hot 
chocolates and cocktails so visitors will be in 
for a treat!” added Bruce.
Katrina Munro, Sustainable Economy Officer 
at Exmoor National Park, commented: 
“The new Dark Sky Discovery Hub, with its 
year-round events and focus, will perfectly 
complement our Dark Sky Friendly Business 
scheme and annual Dark Skies Festival in 
October. Careful consideration has gone into 
developing a series of Covid-safe events at the 
Hub starting in June, so once these activities 
can proceed safely, there will be plenty to 
keep visitors busy and develop their love and 
understanding of the National Park and all its 
special qualities, including our dark skies. For 
anyone wanting to know more about why 
Exmoor is the perfect place for astronomy 
we have just published a free downloadable 
Astronomer’s Guide to Exmoor National Park 
on our stargazing webpage.”
Meanwhile signage for a new Dark Sky 
Discovery Trail due to launch this summer 
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Exterior House Decoration and 
Rendering 

has begun to be installed near Exford. Once 
finished the 2-mile way-marked route will 
take visitors on a mini nightime adventure out 
over open moorland.
Katrina added: “Situated in such a deeply rural 
part of Exmoor, with minimal light pollution 
and 360-degree views, on a clear night 
thousands of stars and the Summer Milky 
Way will be visible from the trail. But it’s not 
just about the star-lit sky – there’s the sense of 
tranquility and exhilaration that comes from 
being immersed in the sounds of Exmoor at 
night including the stillness, the wildlife, the 
winds and the trickling of water from nearby 

streams.”
The two initiatives form part of a wider dark 
skies tourism project supported by the 
Hinkley Tourism Action Partnership, including 
a ‘Dark Sky Friendly business’ accreditation 
scheme providing astro-tourism and 
stargazing training to local businesses.
For further details and dates of events at the 
Dark Sky Discovery Hub at Exford, starting in 
June this year, call 01643 831759 or visit www.
wildaboutexmoor.com and for the Exmoor 
Dark Skies Festival, new Astronomy Guide and 
more see www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/
stargazing.

Nano-brewery near Morebath. High quality, small batch, bottle-conditioned beers.
Now selling online, at local events and selected outlets.                    Gift cards online.
Free delivery within 15 miles of Morebath (minimum order applies)
Order online, find news and offers at:                          www.cottagebeerproject.co.uk

Tel:
07422 731152

‘Buy local’
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OIL BURNER SERVICE
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

with over 15 years experience
OFFERING YOU THE BEST QUALITY
OIL BURNER SERVICING AROUND

COMPETITIVE RATES
BEST QUALITY SERVICE

ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN

Call now on 01643 831384
or 07811 600694

PAUL JONES
EXFORDMobile Vehicle

Valeting
Professional

Affordable Reliable
Your local vehicle
cleaning company

07896 154 176

phil46yam@hotmail.com

Diamond
Shine

Exmoor Wellness Clinic, 36 High Street, Dulverton TA22 9DJ

 07703 627813
Contact Lyanne:

Contact Laura:
07980 059807

Do you suffer from corns,
callus -hard skin, fungal

nails, athletes foot or
ingrowing toenails? 

LYANNE MOTTERAM

LAURA HARDING
MCTIMONEY CHIROPRACTOR

Appointments available on 
Monday, Wednesday, 

and Saturdays

Step-Ahead
Foot Health Practitioner

Foot pain? Not sure what it
is? Or just want to maintain

good foot health?

By appointment only
 in Dulverton

@LauraHchiropractor

Offering chiropractic
 & remedial massage

appointments in
Dulverton

laurahardingdc@gmail.com
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Follow us on facebook on WebbersEstateAgentsDulvertonandExmoor.

LOWER GOOSEMOOR COTTAGE – EXMOOR Guide Price £595,000

A Country Property Diary
“You only get once chance to 
sell your home to the right 
buyer and for the right price”!

As I have said many times over the years “As a 
seller you only ever get the once chance to get 
the best sale and secure the best price, so how any 
home is marketed and how your agent acts for 
you is really critical” in today’s sellers’ market, this 
is as true as it has ever been, if not even more so.
Selling a property to the first buyer that offers 
is easy, it is however not always the best way 
of securing either the best buyer or the best 
price in this sort of market and therefore having 
a proactive agent “with a plan” on how best 
to maximise your sale and your eventual sale 
price, is really important. At Webbers and Fine & 
Country we are neither the cheapest agent or the 
most expensive but one thing I have always felt 
comfortable with, is that we focus on ensuring 
that our clients get the very best “value for 
money” as myself and my team concentrate on 
how we maximise the marketing of your home to 
secure the very best buyer and price that we can.
There have been dozens of such examples over 
recent months (and too many to remember 
over 36 years) where we could have all too easily 
just advised our clients to accept the first good 
offer that came along. A prime example of the 
difference that we can make is this wonderful 2 
bed detached cottage with 4.8 acres (Guide Price 
£595,000). It’s a home I know quite well having 
sold it before over the years and from the day we 
arrived to prepare the sales details and photos we 
could actually have sold it that afternoon for the 
asking price without too much trouble. However, 
it wouldn’t have been the best advice for our 
clients at the time.
Instead we took the view that the property needed 
to be heavily marketed and we needed to create 
as much interest and viewing appointments as 
we could to see if buyers were prepared to offer 
at or above the Guide price. There were obstacles 
in so much that as a Holiday rental there were 
restrictions on when we could actually gain 
access to the property and knowing how much 
interest we were likely to create this was going to 
become an extreme logistical exercise bar none 
on our part.
Knowing in advance when the cottage might be 
free we set about engineering a start date to the 
marketing about 4/5 days before, anticipating 
that this gave us enough time to deal with the 
first wave of viewings as they came in. We also 
knew that we then had a second window of 
about 4 days about a week later and we used 

Napoleon
Napoleon Wilcox – Director of 
Webbers Exmoor/Dulverton and 
Mid Devon office at Dulverton
Head of Webbers Fine & Country 
Somerset, Devon, Cornwall, London.

this to pre book overflow appointments from the 
first viewing window and had over 37 viewing 
requests during this time.
The first 3 viewings on the first day enticed two 
offers (both already in excess of the asking price) 
and we could have accepted any of those offers 
at that time, as many agents probably would 
have done (it would have saved us about 40 
hours’ worth of accompanied viewings, dozens 
of hours of booking and vetting and chasing 
the appointments). However, we knew that by 
sticking with the plan, despite the additional 
workload, that we could secure our clients a figure 
substantially in excess of the asking price (We 
might earn an extra £1,000 for the work done 
but our client could potentially earn many tens of 
thousands of pounds more by the extra effort on 
our part and that was always our prime objective).
At the time of preparing this “Country Diary” the 
property is due to be now sold by “Sealed Bids” 
(Informal Tender) and we anticipate multiple 
offers on the day considerably in excess of the 
Guide Price (our client could achieve over 100 
times more in additional income than the increase 
in our fee due to our commitment in making sure 
that our client gets the very best price on the day – 
I would like to feel that equates to incredible value 
for our clients).
At Webbers and Fine & Country our aim is always 
“To make a difference”. Put us to the test as we 
would be delighted to take up the challenge for 
you and to make sure that when you sell your 
home that you know that every avenue has been 
explored to maximise the interest and price for 
your home. (as we can only sell this property the 
once, we anticipate having dozens of disappointed 
buyers all seeking a rural home with or without 
land, all pre vetted and ready to buy the right local 
property).
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AB Plumbing
Your local plumber

All work considered
No job too small

24 hour Emergencies
Credit and Debit cards accepted

07779 348724
Landline 01398 351436

andyboakford@icloud.com

Bampton
Framing

Bespoke
Picture Frames
Locally Made

Colin Williams
07954 846452

www.bamptonframing.co.uk

colintheframer@gmail.com

“Try again, Whittington, thou worthy 
citizen, Lord Mayor of London!” The 
Dulverton Players hope to stage their 
long-postponed production of “Dick 
Whittington” at the end of October. Dates 
have been booked provisionally for a 
run from Wednesday, 27th October to 
Saturday, 30th October. There will be a 
performance each evening at 7.30 pm and 
a matinee on the Saturday at 2.00 pm.

A final decision to go ahead will be 
made at the beginning of August. The 
production was less than a month away 
from its original dates in April 2020 when 
the Covid epidemic struck.

“The Town Hall is all ready for us when 
we restart. Scenery and costumes are as 
we left them. It’s encouraging news. It will 
be such a good community boost when 
it is safe to go ahead” stressed director 
Olga Owen. “Please be assured that we 
are very keen to bring you this wonderful 
show. We had been rehearsing hard and 
preparing the costumes and sets before 
the pandemic.”

Olga Owen directs a traditional version 
of the famous pantomime story in which 
poor boy Dick Whittington, played by 
Anne Markwick, comes to London to make 
his fortune. Ben Crocker’s hilarious script 
features all your favourite characters, 
including Idle Jack, the beautiful Alice 
Fitzwarren, Sarah the Cook, and, of course, 
Tommy, Dick’s famous cat. Queen Rat and 
her verminous pack provide the villains of 
the piece.

In the meantime follow the Players on 
Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
DulvertonPlayers. They can’t wait to get 
back on the Town Hall stage.
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BRIDGWATER |  WELLINGTON |  MINEHE AD |  YEOVIL |  MARTOCK |  E XETER

A M I C U S L A W . C O . U K  |  0 1 6 4 3  7 0 1  8 8 8 

9 PARKHOUSE ROAD | MINEHEAD | SOMERSET | TA24 8AB 

SHARED 
OWNERSHIP

DISPUTE 
RESOLUTIONS

CRIMINAL LAW 
& MOTORING 
OFFENCES 

EMPLOYMENT 
LAW

WILLS  
PROBATE  
& TRUSTS

AGRICULTURAL 
LAW

BUYING 
& SELLING  
PROPERTY

FAMILY LAW  
& DIVORCE

•Extensions •Renovations •Barn Conversions
•Plastering

•Rendering •Lime Rendering
•DryLining

•General Building •Mini Digger Hire

07808 523348
garnettplasteringandbuilding@gmail.com
www.garnettplasteringandbuilding.co.uk
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www.elementsbyelemental.co.uk 
07794594916    07534043059

ELEMENTAL 

BESPOKE        STEEL

STAINED    GLASS

Skid Steer Loaders 44”, 48” & 66” wide

Mini Diggers ranging from 1.5 ton to 6 ton

Available with Hydraulic Auger, Breakers,
Post Banger, Grab and Tree Shear Grab

Self Drive/Competitive Rates

Tel: 01598 740406
Mob: 07970 914070

Richard Smith – Agricultural Engineer
North Molton, Devon

Bobcat Hire
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We are still here to help you

Meals on Wheels
If you would be interested in booking a meal, delivered to your 
door at lunchtime by one of our Meals on Wheels volunteers, please 
contact Sandy Takel at Hanover Court for a menu and booking 

details: Sandy Takel 07875 820911.

Good Neighbours
Do please remember that we are here to help you if we can. If you need extra help
with shopping, gardening, collecting prescriptions, walking the dog etc please ring
the Good Neighbours Helpline 07395 171409 between 10am and 4pm Monday to
Friday and Jill or Sandra will contact a volunteer to get in touch with you.

The Dulverton Health Group Walk 

We meet each Tuesday at 10am. Walks are not too strenuous 
and last about 1 1/2hrs and are completely free of charge.  
The Group is very friendly and the walks end with a flask 
and usually homemade cake, so why not join us.  If you are 
interested then please contact either Richard Clarke on 
01398 341141 or  richardclarke567@btinternet.com  OR  
Richard Archer on 0777 3160 222 or. archerr@hotmail.co.uk “
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NEW SELF-GUIDED WALKING ROUTES
LAUNCHED ON EXMOOR
Exmoor National Park have created a series 
of ten easy-going, self-guided walks to help 
people discover the incredible scenery, 
wildlife and history of the National Park, 
following the easing of travel restrictions 
last week and reopening of many shops, 
outdoor hospitality and attractions, and 
self-contained accommodation.

From the heather-clad heights of Dunkery 
Beacon and shaded ancient oak woodlands 
of Horner, to the riverside beauty of 
Heddon’s Mouth and romance of the Doone 
Valley, the routes take in different aspects of 
Exmoor’s distinctive landscape and history. 
Each is accompanied by OS mapping plus 
a short video available at exmoorwalks.org.

After browsing the website to choose 
your favourites, accompanying route 
guides are available to purchase online or 
from  National Park Centres  in Lynmouth, 
Dunster and Dulverton (RRP £1 each or £8 
for the complete set). Printed in full colour 
and on water and tear resistant paper, the 
routes are easy to follow, with relatively 
gentle terrain, and last between under an 
hour to about two and a half hours. It’s 
hoped they will particularly help those 
planning future trips to Exmoor, or who 
have never been before, to plan their visit 
carefully and form a deeper connection 
with the landscape.

Dan James, Rural Enterprise Manager for 
Exmoor National Park, said: “It’s been great 
to see the gradual return of visitors to 
Exmoor, with communities, businesses and 
partners all working together to encourage 
safe, responsible visits ahead of a busy 
summer. Our Explorer Walks are a great way 
to find your new favourite place on Exmoor 
and discover not just its best-known parts, 
but also lesser-known ones.

“We want to help people really get under 
the skin of the place, to understand 
something of the story of people and 
nature that has given rise to this amazing 
landscape, and to do so in a way that is 
sustainable and accessible to most visitors. 
So whether this is your first or 50th trip 
to Exmoor, we hope you’ll enjoy learning 
about this special place and discovering its 
many wonders.”

There are ten stunning walks to choose 
from:

Doone Valley, 7.8km - Beautifully romantic 
– an inspiration to writers and poets 
throughout history.

Dunkery Beacon, 3.9km - Heather moorland 
amid Exmoor’s highest point.

Dunster Village, 2.2km - One of the country’s 
best-preserved medieval villages.

Haddon Hill, 2.3km - Spectacular views and 
the chance of seeing Exmoor ponies.

Heddon’s Mouth, 3.6km - Follow a babbling 
stream to this wild smuggler’s cove.

Horner Woods, 5.4km - Winding combes 
along one of the country’s finest oak 
woodlands.

Lynmouth and Watersmeet, 5.9km - Explore 
the tree-lined banks of the fast flowing East 
Lyn River.

Porlock Marsh, 5.8km - Where the sea and 
the land combine and the views change 
with the tide.

Simonsbath and Wheal Eliza, 3.8km - This 
there-and-back walk takes in a classic 
Exmoor Valley steeped in history.

Tarr Steps, 3.5km - The home of Exmoor’s 
famous clapper bridge.

The new walking series has been informed 
by work with Exeter University researchers 
to explore key drivers of tourism behaviour 
on Exmoor, which identified a link between 
the special qualities of the National Park and 
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With access to the whole of market, including large 
high street and small niche lenders, we’ll ensure you 

get the most suitable mortgage for you.*

*Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up 
repayments on your mortgage.

01769 574674 
info@devonfinancialadvisers.co.uk

16-18 East Street  |  South Molton  |  EX36 3BU 

Let us find the right 
mortgage for you 

and your pocket

Simply contact Town & Country Financial Advisers to discuss your options.

opportunities to experience them. Long 
before the pandemic, research pointed to 
walking as the top activity undertaken by 
visitors to Exmoor. In a survey 70 per cent 
were found to undertake short walks of 
under two hours, whilst 43 per cent said 
they enjoyed longer walks over 2 hours. 
This new collection aims to cater for the 
majority seeking a shorter walk, while 
helping to disperse visitors more widely.

In recent years the National Park Authority 
has also put significant investment into 
the rights of way network and particularly 
some of Exmoor’s most iconic long distance 
walking routes – The Two Moors Way, The 
Coleridge Way and the South West Coast 
Path being among the most well-known. 
Thanks to this sustained effort, and despite 
increased extreme weather patterns and 
visitor pressure, the condition of Exmoor’s 
rights of way network is perhaps the best 
it’s ever been.

Emma Thomasson, Director of Visit Exmoor, 
said: “Many people have discovered the 
joys of walking in lockdown and are 
perhaps looking for inspiration take their 
new hobby to the next level, which is one 
of the reasons we’re so excited to see the 
launch of these new self-guided walks. 
Exmoor has inspired poets, writers and 
artists for centuries, and put simply is an 
absolute paradise for walkers.

“We’re expecting some places will get 
busy, especially during bank holidays 
and weekends, so please do your bit by 
planning ahead and always having a plan 
B in case it’s too crowded when you arrive. 
As well as helping with social distancing, 
this will also minimise your impact on this 
special place, ensuring we can all enjoy its 
unique beauty and history for generations 
to come.”

“For those not quite ready to visit yet do 
join us on social media.”
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At one time, if you wanted to  find out 
about local events and activities, the 
shared parish magazine that covered 
Southern Exmoor was where you looked. 
Then in 1988 Jan Ross, then Community 
Education Manager at Dulverton Middle 
School, became the driving force behind 
the launch of a new bi- monthly magazine 
– Exmoor News. From the outset, the 
aim was to combine local information 
with advertising, to support the costs of 
printing and keep the magazine free. The 
magazine continued and in 2016 it was 
taken over by joint editor-owners, Ceri 
Keene and Claire Savill.

Meet the editors – 
Ceri Keene and Claire Savill

Ceri Keene and Claire Savill have been 
at the helm of Exmoor News since 2016, 
taking it in turn to put each issue to bed.

As well as being neighbours in Brushford, 
they have both worked on magazines, 
have shared and complementary 
professional skills, and have worked 
together on the Brushford’s Parish Plan. 
So, when Ceri was offered the opportunity 
to take over Exmoor News she knew that 
she and Claire, who ran Printing at the 
Vicarage in Dulverton, would make the 
ideal team. In that time Exmoor News has 
gone from strength to strength.

Ceri Keene

Born and brought up in Zambia, 
Ceri settled in the UK, training 
as a graphic designer and 

working with the BBC’s News and Current 
Affairs team. It was demanding and fast- 
paced work and the team won a BAFTA 
award for their memorable coverage of 
the 1997 general election – the first time 
that interactive graphics had been used 

for broadcasting election results. It was a 
job she loved but her husband, Tony, who 
also worked for the BBC, was missing his 
South West roots and in 2000 the couple 
relocated permanently to Brushford.

Claire Savill

Claire also moved to the edge 
of Exmoor from elsewhere – in 
her case, Sussex – and, like Ceri, 

this meant leaving a job she enjoyed. 
Her working life started in an advertising 
agency but, after her brother introduced 
her to an Apple Mac, she became hooked 
on computers and a new and successful 
career in IT sales and marketing took 
off. But... love conquers all and, having 
married, Brian, an Exmoor-based wool 
grader, Claire accepted that a move to the 
South West was inevitable and, in 1999, 
Brushford became their home. After 
working for a local IT firm, she launched 
Printing at the Vicarage, then operating 
from the old Parish Office but since 2013, 
with Claire at the helm, at its own office 
in picturesque Church Walk in Dulverton.

What our readers think

Ceri and Claire pride themselves on 
staying true to the original spirit of 
Exmoor News, while taking the much-
loved publication into new and exciting 
directions, with extra pages, regular 
contributors, and more photographs and 
colour throughout, as well as widening 
the distribution area to reach even more 
readers within Exmoor and beyond. 
Exmoor News has proved the perfect way 
for family members and friends who have 
moved away to keep in touch with local 
news and events, and it is equally popular 
with regular holidaymakers who enjoy 
reading about what is happening in this 
beautiful and unique area.

Exmoor News – our story
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Exmoor News – our story

Exmoor News - Bringing community news across southern exmoor since 1985

Social Media Services
Exmoor News Digital Services

NEW SERVICE

Look out for us on Facebook and 
Instagram, where you will find up-to-the-
minute local updates, stories and photos.

 https://www.facebook.com/Exmoornews

 Instagram @Exmoornews

What our advertisers think
Exmoor News is rated highly by its 
loyal advertisers, whose numbers have 
doubled since 2016, and there is now a 
waiting list. For some local businesses, 
regular advertising has proved so 
successful that it is their preferred way to 
promote their services.
This solid advertising base is what 
enables Exmoor News to continue as a 
free publication, now distributed widely 
(including volunteers and box drops) 
across southern Exmoor and just beyond 
the national park boundaries. It is 
available to download from their website 
at www.exmoornews.co.uk.

Book Publishing
Another exciting venture 
for Exmoor News in recent years has been 
a publishing service for authors. The 
current list includes both fact and fiction, 
family and wartime memoirs, poetry, 
cookery, fishing and birdwatching, art, 
and children’s books and more. This 
service is proving to be popular for both 
print and supply and print on demand 
available through Amazon.

Rural Enterprise Award  
Finalist
The special bond between 
Exmoor News, its publishers, 
readers, contributors and 

advertisers, and the communities it 
serves, has been recognised by the 
Countryside Alliance. We are very proud 
to be one of the  finalists in its Rural 
Enterprise Awards (held over from 2020 
due to Covid-19). We should be hearing 
the results soon.

Making social media work well can be a challenge: it’s a minefield 
of hashtags, tags, @ signs, channels,  insights, and jargon, not to 
mention algorithms and rankings. What’s more, making sure that 
your social media accounts are doing what they should involves monitoring and 
frequent updating. All this can take up far too much of your time… But that’s where 
our new Social Media Marketing service, run by the Exmoor News team, can make 
a difference - by working closely with our clients to launch a highly effective social 
media presence or manage existing accounts to ensure successful results.
What’s best for you? We’re full of ideas and will work with you to identify the customers 
or businesses who are most likely to want or need what you have to offer, and then 
plan how best to reach them through social media. Not only that, we’ll monitor your 
social media strategy or campaign to see to see how well it’s working, and fine tune 
it  accordingly for constant peak performance.
To find out more about what we - and social media - can do for you, or simply for an 
informal chat, just contact us on exmoornewsmedia@gmail.com.
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To Zara Media & Design:
Please make any amendments I have indicated and proceed with printing.
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Please return the completed form by Monday 26th September 2016 to:

Zara Media & Design, 14 Kingfisher Court, Venny Bridge, Pinhoe, Exeter EX4 8JN

Full Design Service Project management
Comprehensive range of fabrics Curtain making

Upholstery Lighting Accessories Sourcing
Bed linen China

Rupert White Interiors
20 Fore Street, Bampton, Devon EX16 9ND 
T: 01398 332 444     M: 07789 377 412

E: rupert@rupertwhiteinteriors.co.uk
Opening hours – Monday to Friday10.00am to 5.00pm.

Saturday 10.00am to 1.00pm.

Full Design Service
 

Project  
management

 
Comprehensive 
range of fabrics

 
Curtain making

 
Upholstery 

 
Lighting 

 
Accessories 

 
Sourcing

 
Floor coverings

Rupert White Interiors 
3a Brook Street, Bampton, Devon EX16 9LU

Tel: 01398 332444
enquiries@rupertwhiteinteriors.co.uk
Please ring to make an appointment

The Stables, Bampton, Devon,  EX16 9LA
Tel : 07789 377 412

• 7 day turnaround (or less)
• Free collection and delivery  

for 5 or more rugs
• Quantity discounts

• Repairs undertaken at £10ph
• Nikwax products used

Rug Wash ... £11.00 Reproof ... £7.00
Fleeces and Fly Rugs ... £9.00

07740 865600
THE COMPLETE HORSE RUG  

WASHING AND REPAIR SERVICE

www.prismequinelaundry.co.uk

Exmoor News.indd   1 08/01/2020   10:40
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Cars, 4 x 4’s & Light

 

Upton Garage 
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2 Newton Square
Bampton

EX16 9NE
01398331420

07949 534687
info@figsshop.co.uk
www.figsshop.co.uk

Figs Shop

EMERGENCY CALL OUTS
Septic Tank/Cess Pool Emptying - Any Size
Grease Traps
Drain Blockage Clearance
Various Commercial Liquid Waste Disposal
Servicing
CCTV Drainage Surveys
Pump Repairs & Renewals
Installation of Septic Tanks & Sewage Treatment Works
Mantair Units

Spirebourne Limited
Liquid Waste Disposal and Drainage Co.

FREEPHONE 08000 855185

spirebourne@hotmail.co.uk
www.spirebourne.co.uk
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BRENDON HILL
TREE SERVICES
01823 461789 • 07971 531333

www.brendonhill.co.uk 
info@brendonhill.co.uk

FREE WRITTEN QUOTATIONS

All Aspects of Arboriculture &Tree Surgery
Agricultural and Domestic Fencing

Hedge Laying, Coppicing and Felling

Kiln Dried Logs and Woodchip for Biomass Boilers BSL REGISTERED

FULLY INSURED - NC ARB & NPTC QUALIFIED
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10 Parishes Festival
Plans are gaining pace for this year’s 10 
Parishes Festival which runs from 11th-19th 
September in and around Wiveliscombe.

The Festival is well known for its wide variety 
of artists’ open studios, where visitors can 
see how the works are conceived as well as 
meeting artists themselves.

The theme for this year’s Festival is New 
Leaf and very appropriately the major 
sponsor for this year is New Leaf Workplace 
Wellbeing.

New Leaf Workplace Wellbeing was founded by Becky Wright, an award-winning mental health 
trainer, psychotherapist and coach facilitating high-quality, intuitive wellbeing sessions for 
heart-centred businesses and individuals looking to make meaningful change.

Becky will be providing two free online talks for artists that develop upon this understanding 
of how and where they work.

Valuing Yourself and your creativity more will take place on Monday June 21st at 10am (book 
here https://bit.ly/3vCgYYW) and then on Thursday July 8th at 6pm will be Creating your Life 
Design for wellbeing (book here https://bit.ly/3uHCH0s)

The Festival’s popular Market Day and Carnival Procession will take place on Sunday 12th 
September from 10am – 4pm. The procession will take place at 3pm, as usual adopting 
the Festival theme which is always a brilliant spectacle. Check the Festival website 
www.10parishesfestival.org.uk for updates and details of performances over the 9 days and 
look out for the Festival guide which will be available from early August.
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Friendship & sons 
Funeral directors 

tel: 01398 324590 (24 hours)
Mobile: 07940349960

website: www.friendshipandsons.co.uk
email: nick@friendshipandsons.co.uk

For the personal touches that matter
A local family run funeral home based in Dulverton   

dedicated to providing the highest levels of personal care 
24 hours a day 

• Private Chapel of Rest 

• Golden Charter Funeral Plans

• Traditional Funerals 

• Horse drawn funerals

Traditional Funeral Package 
£2695.00

Direct Cremation
£1095.00

Est 2013
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Good news – we are open for all of our 
riding sessions now. If you would like to 

ride, bookings must be made in advance for 
our Treks, Walk and Trot the Lanes, Tasters or 
Group Funs. Half term was particularly busy 
and fully booked with many holiday makers 
enjoying seeing the ponies and riding in the 
sunshine. We are still taking pre bookings for 
our visit sessions too so please call or email to 
make a booking.
You may remember the arrival of two ponies, 
Goldie and Quince, who came to us having 
been around many different homes. The kind 
followers of the Exmoor Pony Owners and 
Riders Facebook page fundraised to enable 
them to have a forever home with us here at 
the charity. During the winter they enjoyed 
a lovely stay with one of our local grazers, 
and in May they travelled with two others 
to a permanent conservation grazing site in 
Sussex. The four ponies coped brilliantly with 
the journey and have settled in well to their 
new surroundings. A great outcome for these 
ponies!
In late Autumn, we were asked if we could 
help with a mare and her young foal. The foal 
had been born very late in the year and he 
and his mum needed a little more shelter 
and some extra grass to help them survive 
the cold winter months. This cheeky chap 
was named Elmo and with his mum they 
spent the winter with our geldings Yorick and 
Dylan. The beginning of May saw the time for 
Elmo to be weaned. He is now residing at the 
centre where he has been micro chipped and 
begun his training. Elmo has two new friends 

who keep him company so as not to miss 
his Mum – Winston and Almond make great 
uncles and are looking after him brilliantly. 
We hope that seeing visitors throughout 
the summer will increase his confidence and 
help him become a friendly and social pony.
You may remember in 2021 our amazing 
volunteers undertook a team challenge to 
raise funds for our ponies during the summer 
lockdown. Well, they have been at it again.  
Having recently completed their latest 
Team Challenge, which involved completing 
over 300 miles in teams within a fortnight, 
virtually travelling to our northern base in 
Hexham.  Their incredible efforts raised over 
£1000.  You can still donate to their challenge 
and see their brilliant, and at times hilarious, 
photos throughout their challenge on www.
justgiving.com/fundraising/volunteer-team-
challenge Thank you to everyone who has 
already donated and supported our fabulous 
teams.
We hope all our friends are staying safe as the 
restrictions ease and please keep up to date 
with us via our website and online platforms.

Website: www.exmoorponycentre.org.uk

Facebook: www.
facebook.com/
TheExmoorPonyCentre

Email: info@
exmoorponycentre.org.uk

Tel: 01398 323093

Exmoor Pony Centre, Ashwick, Dulverton TA22 9QE

Elmo
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NHS Symphony Steppers 
Stride Out!
On Saturday 10 July, team members from 
Exmoor Medical Centre in Somerset and Lyn 
Health in Devon are jointly stepping out on a 
social walk.

Exmoor Medical Centre, already a practice 
within Symphony Healthcare Services (SHS) 
will be joined by Lyn Health Centre who hope 
to join SHS this summer. SHS have a strong 
team ethos and encourage communication 
between practices socially as well as in the 
workplace. Both practices hope that this will 
be the first of many events to come.

The Compassionate Friends, a leading UK 
bereavement support charity for anyone 
who has lost a child, grandchild or sibling 
has been chosen as the recipient for fund-
raising donations, gratefully received via 
the Just Giving link at www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/exmoor-medical-centre

The cross country route takes in some of the 
beautiful surroundings of Exmoor, which 
by its nature contains a number of hills and 
dales, and represents quite a challenging 
environment.

The walk will start in the morning, leaving 
from Exmoor Medical Centre in Dulverton and 
walking to Tarr Farm (7.3 miles), where there 
will be a refreshment/comfort break. The 
route will then follow the Exe Valley and the 
Two Moors Way for another 3.8 miles to the 
final destination of Withypool.

The walkers include team members from 
all areas of the practices: clinical, reception, 
admin, secretarial, dispensary and nursing.

The idea for the walk was put forward by 
Exmoor GP Dr Daniel Bunce and Advanced 
Nurse Practitioner, Mr Stephen Moakes.

Dan is an experienced member of Exmoor 
Search and Rescue and Stephen a keen 
moorland walker and runner; therefore 
they are ideally placed to plan the route 
with the necessary health and safety/ Covid 
precautions.

Dan says, “This walk is a fantastic way for the 
teams at both Exmoor Medical Centre and 
Lynton to get to know each other.

Raising money for such a deserving charity is 

that extra motivator for us all to see it through.

It has been great to see our team getting 
out on practice walks, enjoying the fresh air 
and experiencing the beauty of Exmoor. I’m 
keeping my fingers crossed that the good 
weather will hold for the day!”

Steve adds, “Times have been hard for 
everyone during the Covid pandemic with 
both mental and physical wellbeing being 
important for everyone.  This is a fabulous 
opportunity for us as a Practice team to not 
only spend time together in a safe way, but to 
promote our own health and wellbeing, too”.

Clare Hartgen, Practice Manager at Lyn Health 
says, “We are really looking forward to meeting 
staff from our nearest SHS neighbour, Exmoor 
Medical Centre, and raising well needed funds 
for a fantastic cause”.

Lead GP at Exmoor, Dr Kelsey Boddington 
and Lead GP at Lynton, Dr Glen Allaway both 
applaud the idea of the walk and hope to 
participate on the day.

Some of us are generally more sedentary than 
sporty! -  but staff have been training hard 
in informal sessions; everyone is determined 
to complete the number of miles they feel 
comfortable with.

Please show your support for this worthy 
venture and if you are locally based and 
happen to see the team on our walk, do cheer 
us on!

Andrea Corrie                                                                                                                  
Medical Secretary/Editor, Exmoor Medical 
Centre 



exmoornews@gmail.com          EXMOOR NEWS          exmoornews.co.uk 45

DC AMP

Also Qualified McTimoney Animal Therapist
MAA RAMP

Horses, Dogs, Cats, Farm Animals

Bickham, Timberscombe, TA24 7UA
Delivery can be arranged.

BERNARD DRU 07920 516225
email: bernard.dru@oakfloor.co.uk

Kiln dried oak
firewood £85

Seasoned oak
firewood £62

per large dumpy bag (0.72m3)

Haddeo Firewood
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DEFRA TRIAL ON EXMOOR 
FARMS HELPS GUIDE FUTURE 
OF FARMING IN PROTECTED 

LANDSCAPES
A Defra-funded trial  on 26 Exmoor farms and 
smallholdings has helped provide evidence to 
Government for the true cost of delivering public 
goods in a National Park alongside a viable farm 
business.

Working with the  Exmoor Hill Farming 
Network  (EHFN) and environmental consultancy 
firm  Rural Focus, Exmoor National Park Authority 
was commissioned by Defra to test principles for 
mapping the delivery of public goods on individual 
farms, to help identify key areas for investment 
and collaboration. It’s hoped the findings will 
help identify ways to better support farmers in 
protected landscapes ahead of the transition 
to the government’s new flagship scheme 
for Environmental Land Management (ELM), and a 
new pilot due to take place later this year. 

Chris and Paula Williams (pictured)  work in 
partnership with Chris’s parents to run two 
farms on Exmoor - a family-owned Exmoor hill 
farm on the edge of Winsford Hill and a National 
Trust tenanted farm on the Holnicote Estate near 
Minehead. They have a family of 3 boys, around 70 
suckler cows and 700 ewes, and are in the process 
of setting up a luxury glamping enterprise.

Commenting on why they got involved in the trial, 
Paula said: “For us it’s about building resilience 
across our farms to help sustain the business and 
ensure that a future in farming is as viable for the 
next generation. We want to get to know every 
aspect of our farm’s potential and play our part in 
helping Defra understand the true contribution hill 

farming makes towards caring for the landscape.”

At an online EHFN event held last night (Wednesday 
26th May) to report on the findings, Robert Deane 
of Rural Focus told farmers: “We combined several 
layers of data to build a picture of what each farm 
delivers for the environment and for people and 
created heat maps to show the potential to scale 
up these activities. The outgoing basic payments 
scheme simply isn’t set up to account for this level of 
detail and in some ways hasn’t properly incentivised 
farmers wanting to ‘do the right thing’ for nature. 
This is particularly true in upland areas like Exmoor, 
where a volatile market and tighter margins leave 
very little room for manoeuvre. Based on our 
findings, we hope the new system will be fairer and 
simpler.”

Key findings fed-back to Defra in the  final 
report include:

• Potential threats to important designated habitats 
in upland areas like Exmoor. Any fall in farm payments 
could drive a drop in land under agri-environment 
schemes. Sites such as heather moorland, wetlands 
and wood pasture were identified as particularly 
vulnerable, because the grazing regimes that 
sustain them often only marginally benefit the 
farm business. Figures reported by  National Parks 
England  already show a downward trend, with a 
nearly 17% drop in the amount of farmland on 
Exmoor under such schemes since 2015.

• Potential barriers to farms being able to access ELM 
funding. The report draws attention to high demand 
for skilled advisors to help draw up ELM proposals, 
with 88% of respondents to a survey of EHFN 
members stating they expect to need the services 
of an adviser to help them complete their ELM Land 
Management Plan, but only around half knowing 
where they might get this advice.

•   Opportunities for achieving nature recovery at 
landscape scale.  Mapping of farm clusters helped 
provide evidence for collaborative working on shared 
environmental outcomes. For example helping to 
create nature corridors or deliver improvements 
to water quality or flood resilience. This could help 
with mapping out Nature Recovery Networks, which 
may become a requirement for Local Authorities if 
proposals in the new Environmental Bill are enacted.

• Difficulty accounting for farming’s contribution 
to ‘sense of place’  – the features of the landscape 
and local culture that come together to create the 
overall experience. The report highlights more 
research is needed to be able to quantify aspects 



exmoornews@gmail.com          EXMOOR NEWS          exmoornews.co.uk 47

JANE PENFOLD
EQUESTRIAN SERVICES

Equine Bodywork –
The Masterson Method®

and more!

Independent
Saddle Fitting Advice

     www.flexiblehorse.co.uk
07711 130371

Jane@flexiblehorse.co.uk     

such as cultural heritage, historic features, wildlife, 
public access and engagement.

The work builds on an earlier ‘Exmoor’s Ambition’ 
report  presented to former Secretary of State 
Michael Gove on a visit to Exmoor in June 2018.

Dave Knight, Chair of the EHFN, said: “An idea that 
started with farmers around the kitchen table has 
grown into a living example of how the future of 
farm policy might work under a new system of 
awarding public money for public goods. Around 
56% of the national park is farmland and we hope 
this report goes some way towards demonstrating 
to Government what we have to offer, and how best 
our industry can be supported to deliver multiple 
benefits for people and nature.”

Alex Farris, Conservation Manager at Exmoor 
National Park Authority, who ledthe trial, said: “What’s 
been particularly encouraging about this trial is the 
sheer opportunity for farm clusters to link up their 
assets, like field margins, hedgerows, wood pasture 
and restored hay meadows, to make an even greater 
contribution. It’s this kind of landscape scale nature 
restoration that hasn’t been achievable until now 
and that could prove the lifeline for many of our 
native species as we face the realities of climate 
change.”

• Help animals to be healthier 
naturally
• Get information and free training 
advice 
• Buy premium aloe vera 
healthcare for animals and people
• Plus business coaching for animal 
care businesses

www.taranet.co.uk     info@taranet.co.uk     07979 861870     FB: @HolisticAnimal

FOREVER ANIMAL CARE
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Larchwood Cattery 
East Anstey EX16 9JL 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purpose built 
Individually heated chalets 

Spacious outdoor runs 
Tel: 01398 341100/07598813621 

Email: Info@larchwoodcattery.co.uk 
www.larchwoodcattery.co.uk 

  
 

Reward based training for the perfect 
companion

Learn by playing games - the fun way!! 
Games for: 

Obedience . Rally . Hoopers . Starter Agility Skills
Working at the moment is outside, either at a sand school

or in a barn. Covid permitting!

Learn skills that will enable your dogs to participate
in all sporting and country pursuits.

Activities, either in class or 1:2:1

All dogs are welcome - any age!

Don’t forget your older dog, they love to do something fun 
& it gives them a new lease of life.

To book:
Call: 01643 851281or 07784 182328
Email: dilly7a@yahoo.com
Facebook page: Suzy and Canines

1:2:1’s available 7 days a week
For behaviour issues & training to get ahead!!

The Winsford Dog School

07792233649
david.trailerservices@gmail.com

Horse / Livestock
Trailer servicing

Exmoor and
surrounding

district

TRAILER
SERVICES

I come to you
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A Dog’s Day Out –  
Pen Pals
When she was at school she 
was encouraged to write to 
another child at a school in 

France. “It helped with our language skills 
and we visited each other too” she said. 
Isn’t that a great idea Honey? I’m going 
to write to Charlie Brown’s dog Snoopy 
in America. I’ve always wanted to visit the 
USA. He looks great in his pictures and 
he’s always dozing on his kennel by their 
mail box waiting for a letter to arrive. “Do 
you think you might be related to him 
Buddy?” I dunno. That’s the first thing I’ll 
write and ask him! Although he does look 
a bit like a beagle and I’m a terrier but 
hey-ho it’s a good opening line for my 
letter.

You better get out of bed Honey it’s 
nearly 8.30. You’ve already missed the 
refuse collectors and you know how 

much they like to see us at the gate. And 
the postman will be here soon. Yippee. 
He might have a reply to the letter I sent 
to Dilyn. “You need to watch out for that 
dog Buddy, he’s been nicking some of 
your ideas for his column in the Private 
Eye.” Imitation is a form of flattery Honey. 
Great minds think alike and we all need 
to pull together. You do really need to get 
up now it’s nearly quarter to nine. “But it’s 
still raining and she put clean sheets on 
the bed last night and I love the feel of 
fresh bed linen.” If the bin men and the 
postal workers waited until it stopped 
raining, the world would stop turning. 
“That’s very profound for a dog, Buddy” 
Quick make a note then. I’ll send it in my 
introduction to Snoopy as well. “Better 
still Buddy, send it to Dilyn. He’ll get it 
published.”

Buddy Brown (pure Jack Russell) a roving 
reporter

Reference: Charles M. Schulz (1922 - 2000)

INSPIRED DIGITAL COMMUNICATION

EXMOOR CREATIVE

WEB DESIGN 
MARKETING 
PR 
HOSTING
EMAIL

PHOTOGRAPHY
BRANDING 
COPYWRITING
STRATEGY 
PLANNING

w: exmoorcreative.co.uk e: info@exmoorcreative.co.uk 
t: 07725815802 / 07725810907

Exmoor Creative LLP Registered in England & Wales. Reg OC430498
Registered office: Linden Lea, Ellersdown Lane, Brushford, Somerset, TA22 9BH
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Albums, Folios

Scrapbooks &

Journals

made to order.

Exmoor
 BookBinding

 01643 841116
sarah@the-burns.com

Repairs & Restoration to
all your favourite books.

  

Genealogy and family history 
 

Advice on the care and conservation 
of historical and family papers 

 
Dr.Helen.Blackman@gmail.com 

https://drhelenblackman.wixsite. 
com/archives 

Tel. 07443  655803 

Nikki Routledge
Cert CBS

Human Bowen
Practitioner

Tel: 07890 968 115
www.mimi.me.uk

Gentle and light therapy
suitable for musculoskeletal
pain, asthma and allergies,
migraines, MS and other
chronic conditions in adults,
infant colic and bed-wetting
or growing pains in children.
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A beauty salon situated just 1.6 miles from the historic charter town of Bampton, on the
outskirts of Shillingford. Here at Remote Therapies we offer a range of treatments to suit all.

~Waxing ~Gel & Acrylic Nails

~Eye Treatments ~Dermalogica Skin Care

~Eyelash Extensions ~Massage

~Manicures & Pedicures ~CryoSthetics

~Spray Tanning ~Treatments for Men

Free onsite parking

        T: 07845 925907      E: remotetherapies@gmail.com w: www.remotetherapies.co.uk

Unit 2d, Fourwinds, Shillingford, Bampton, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 9AU

Fruit and
veg

Fresh local
milk

Logs and 
kindling

Open 8 - 5.30       Monday - Saturday 
07483 277090       finley.kelland9@gmail.com

1 Fore Street  Dulverton  TA22 9EX
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t: 01398 323 745 m: 07833 376 737 www.lcbuildingcontractors.co.uk 

Plastering 
Stonework 
Extensions 
Groundworks 

Renovations 
New Builds 
Lime Plastering  
Restoration 
 Treatment plant installation 

Joshua Waygood Historic Building Conservation
Providing traditional lime restoration and repairs to historic 

buildings throughout Somerset & Devon
Lime plastering, lime rendering & lime pointing, lime washing, 

traditional stonework, stone repairs cob wall repairs
07795 967292                             josh_waygood@hotmail.co.uk

Roofing & Leadwork Specialists 

Slating - Tiling - Leadwork - Flat roofing - Cedar shingles - Chimney works
Fascia/soffits Guttering - Residential - Domestic - Conservation - Heritage - Listed 

Independent family run Roofing & Lead works specialists. 
All sizes of projects.

01884 252768
ssroofingspecialist@hotmail.co.uk    ssroofingspecialists.co.uk

ROOFING
SPECIALISTSSS. . EST 30 years
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Tarr Farm Inn
Tarr Steps, Dulverton, Exmoor, TA22 9PY

Telephone: +44 (0)1643 851507
Email: enquiries@tarrfarm.co.uk

tarrfarm.co.uk

We are delighted to welcome you
again in-line with current Government
Covid-19 guidance. Please check our
website or contact us for up-to-date
information on dining and staying with
us and to see our latest events.
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FAMILY FIRM SUPPORTING COMPUTERS IN YOUR HOME SINCE 1981

We can offer the right solution for the 
fi rst time & experienced user

Is your computer running slowly?
Contact Chris for a MOT & service to keep it in tip top condition

chris@rhcomp.co.uk

Wifi , Broadband and Smart TV connections

01884 257288

computing without tears!

New Systems    Upgrades    Virus & Problem Solving

omputers

oy
artart
omputersomputersomputersomputers

artartartart
R
H
C
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Service, maintenance and
repair of all types of

sewage treatment plant
and pumping equipment.

All manufacturers. Domestic and
commercial systems.

Emergency Call Outs. Biennial diarised visits.
Annual Service Contracts with a

Service Level Agreement.

01984 623404   |   wci.co.uk
enquiries@wci.co.uk

British Water Accredited Service Engineers.

Call or email us today to arrange a 
service visit or discuss your options

Responsive  Professional

Fully Insured Family Run
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Providing support and 
housing for older people at         
Abbeyfield House, Dulverton

Please call 01398 324136 
for more information

Making time for you to enjoy life

Dulverton Society
Making time for older people

Registered National Office: The Abbeyfield Society, St Peters House, 2 Bricket Road, St Albans, Hertfordshire AL1 3JW
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IF YOU LOVE ME

The smell of the farm clings to his coat;

Of old cattle and barley straw

And the pungent smell of hoof polish

Ingrained into his nails.

And he always carries cow cake

Crushed in the lining of his pockets.

If you ask him where he is happiest he 
just points

“In yonder cow shed, wi’ old Beauty.”

On his mantle shelf stands a row of 
bright red ribbons

And photos, lots of photos of Highland 
Beauty,

His ‘Beauty’, Champion of Show,

With her broad ginger head and proud 
curling horns

Standing aloof from the scent of polish.

It is a sunny day,

a May Bank Holiday

for them,

with their dog from the streets

without its lead

that race and chase

with its bright black eyes

and flopping ears

that flaps in the air;

and they don’t care.

And there is a cliff

with an edge, falling over

a wide open space;

it’s the perfect picnic place

where Highland Beauty runs

and the street dog chase

wild and free without its lead

flying over their picnic bags

flying in the breeze

falling not flying

over the cliff where the shingles are 
washed in red

by sunset.

They stand and watch as beauty is 
washed away;

Never understanding.

© Fran Bridger

Exmoor Plumbing
Reliable Plumber no job too small

Radiators, cylinders, tanks, bathroom
suites, taps, ballvalves, washers, showers,
soilpipes, wastepipes, gutters.

All plumbing work covered

01984 639629 / 07970 632 114
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General Builder
All Building Work Undertaken

Tel: 01398 323687

Mob: 07790 711 125

N. H. Hopkins
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Elsworthy
Longhorn Beef

Bred and grown in Skilgate,
this is high welfare beef from 

animals reared on grass

No cereals - No drugs

Family slaughterhouse

Vacuum packed and labelled

A 10kg box contains a mix of 
cuts - joints - steaks - mince

£140 per box delivered to 
your doorstep

Call 01398 331415
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Think Safe

Here is an important message from 
local resident Andrea Corrie, who 
strives to raise awareness following 
personal tragedy.

“As the restrictions lift, are you 
planning to have some waterside 
fun?  Whether that involves a lake, 
reservoir, river, ocean, canal, may 
I urge you to ... Think Safe  - Think 
Savvy - Think Respect the Water...

You may wonder what qualifies me 
to give this advice?

Nearly 16 years ago my 19-year-old 
son James lost his life to accidental 
drowning on a night out in Kingston 
upon Thames.  He became detached 
from his friend group and fell into the river. His 
death was a tragic accident.

That was a long time ago now; you might 
think “She must be over it.”  

Sadly, you never get over such a loss.  But you 
learn to live with it and I do whatever I can to 
prevent other families going through such 
loss and trauma.  I remain well supported 
by the bereavement organisation The 
Compassionate Friends, which offers peer 
support to anyone who has lost a child, of any 
age.

My husband Shaun and I moved to Bampton 
in 2017 and we love living here, enjoying the 
sense of community and exploring the local 
area, when we can. It was not long before 
we realised that as well as being equidistant 
from the Devon and Somerset coastline, we 
are close to many different bodies of water – 
the rivers Barle and Exe, the Canal at Tiverton, 
Wimbleball Lake and other Exmoor reservoirs.  

Any water, however innocuous it may look, 
carries the potential for danger.  I say this not 
to be a killjoy, but to raise awareness that all of 
us need to look out for our own safety around 
water.

Please don’t let my son’s death have been in 
vain, nor my water safety advocacy work over 
the years.  Some simple tips:  

• When you are out, take care of yourself and 
look out for your friends.

• Curb the desire for that last drink, which 
disinhibits you from the dangers of a dip in 
the water.

• Keep your wits about you when you walk, jog 
or run with your dog near water.

• If you find yourself in difficulties in the water, 
remember the RNLI message, Float to Live 
- extend your arms and legs like a starfish, 
and you will have more chance to rest and 
recover.  

Andrea’s second grief support book, Living 
in the Mourning Light, was published in 
paperback and e-format in 2020 and is also 
available as an audio book, narrated by 
Caroline Cook, local BBC radio presenter and 
journalist. 

Living in the Mourning Light and Into the 
Mourning Light are available to purchase at 

www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1916271804/

Andrea’s positive blog can be found at https://
andreacorriesblog.wordpress.com

Other links:

www.tcf.org.uk 

www.rnli.org.uk/respectthewater

#FloattoLive
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Lime Plastering • Lime Rendering
Traditional Damp Management

Solutions • Cob Work • Stonework
Lime Pointing • Fireplace Restoration

01984 629131
07788 810576

“Restoring properties throughout Somerset & Devon”

www.woodlouseconservation.co.uk

Craftsmen you can rely on, Quality you can trust...

“Recognised Specialists
In Lime Rendering,
Lime Plastering &

Building Restoration”

After...

After...

Before...

Before...Before...
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Friendly, useful, honest pots that people can enjoy and use every day
Find me on www.etsy.com/uk/shop/NicolaMaryCeramics

Nicola Mary
Ceramic Decorations and Gifts

Agents for:

Makita

Castel and
Lawn King
Ride Ons and
Mowers

Tanaka Brush
Cutters and
Hedge Cutters

Units 1 & 2A, Carnarvon Arms Garage,
Brushford, Dulverton, Somerset TA22 9AG.

Tel: 01398 32 44 55      Email: gsgardenmachinery@gmail.com

Sales and Repairs of all Garden Equipment

New and Secondhand
Friendly Service
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Please send an email over to 
exmoornews@gmail.com with the 
coordinates of which square you think 
the dog’s head is in (eg F1) and we will 
keep an eye out for the winner.

Details shown in the next issue of the 
Exmoor News. Good luck.

The competition in May-June issue is 
shown here. Nobody got it this time but 
a few were very close!

Local, National & International
Quality Flags for sale

Flagpoles supplied
Special flags made to order

ROBIN ASHBURNER
01398 323700

robinashburner@aol.com
www.reddragonflagmakers.co.uk
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All house and garden work undertaken

PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS
Bampton T.C.: Clerk: Penny Clapham	 clerk@bamptontowncouncil.gov.uk	 01647 253066 
Brompton Regis P.C.: S Buchanan 	 brpcclerk@gmail.com	 01984 641706 
Brushford P.C.: Clerk: Clive Knight, 	 cliveknight@me.com	 01398 324140
Cutcombe P.C.: Clerk: Nic Kemp	 cutcombeclerk@gmail.com	 07852 813983
Dulverton T.C.: Sec: Miss A. Rose	 clerk@dulvertontowncouncil.co.uk	 01398 324561
East Anstey P.C.: Clerk: Mrs Jill Larcombe	 eastansteypc@yahoo.co.uk	 01884 252647
Exford P.C: Clerk:  Nic Kemp	 clerk@exfordparishcouncil.org 	 07852 813983 
Exmoor P..C.: Clerk: Charlotte Hornsby	 exmoorparishcouncil@gmail.com	 01643 831535
Exton P.C.: Clerk: Andrew Moore	 clerk@extonparishcouncil.co.uk	 01984 641539
Oakford Parish Council: Chair: Mr Richard Brain	 cllrrbrain.oakfordpc@gmail.com	 07583 146498
Upton P.C.: Clerk: Mrs P Purvis	 uptonparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk	 01398 371548
Winsford P.C.: Clerk: Nic Kemp	 winsfordparishcouncil@gmail.com  	 07852 813983
Withypool & Hawkridge P.C.: Clerk: Charlotte Hornsby	 withypoolhawkridgeparishclerk@gmail.com	 01643 831535 
Wiveliscombe T.C.: Clerk: Sarah Towells	 townclerk@wiveliscombe.com  	 01984 631914
LOCAL CHURCHES AND CHAPEL CONTACT NUMBERS 
All Saints Church, Dulverton: The Rev. Martin Collett, Assistant Curate	 01398 324211
Dulverton Benefice/All Saints/Community choirs: Gary Cooper	 07419 212354
All Saints Church, Dulverton, Bell Tower: Anne Markwick 	 01398 323823
Brushford: The Rev. Martin Collett, Assistant Curate		  01398 324211
Exmoor Benefice: The Rev. David Weir, The Rectory, Exford, TA24 7LX	 01643 831330
Catholic Church: Priest: Father Michael		  01643 702201
Dulverton Congregational Church, Chapel Street: Mr P Donnelly 	 01398 324010
The Traditional Anglican Church:  Loxbeare, Priest Reverend Aird	 01769 581042 
Exmoor Benefice Choir: Mrs B. Staples		  01643 851396
St Peter’s Church Oakford: Rev’d Stephanie Gordon-Jeffs     office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org	 01884 250417
ARTS
The Arts Society Exmoor:   Mrs Penny Pulver (Chair)            www.theartssocietyexmoor.oreg.uk     	 01398 331007
Community Music Events: Gary Cooper www.allsaintsdulverton.org.uk	 07419 212354
Dulverton Art Group: Sec: Mrs G Rose, 2 Stable Mews, The Square, Witheridge	 01884 860495
Dulverton Camera Club: Sec: Peter Main, 4 Valley View, Morebath, Tiverton, EX16	 01398 331556
Dulverton Players: Chair: Les Silverlock	  	 01398 341850
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IF YOU NOTICE ANY OF THESE ENTRIES NEED UPDATING PLEASE DO LET US KNOW - EMAIL EXMOORNEWS@GMAIL.COM
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Oakford Players, Chair: Chair Mr Tony Holmes	 tholmes556@btinternet.com	 01398 351665
SPORTS CLUBS
Anstey Short Mat Bowls: Chris Dale		  01398 341615
Bridgetown Cricket: Sec: Mr. D. Sherring, Mid-Wicket, Bridgetown, Dulverton TA22 9JN administrator@bridgetowncc.co.uk
Brushford Short Mat Bowling: Sec: Sam Takle		  01398 324147
Cutcombe Cricket: Sec: Mrs Maria Adams, 1 The Beeches, Wheddon Cross 	 01643 841036
Dulverton Angling Assn: c/o Pat Veale, 9 High St., Dulverton, TA22 9HB	 01398 323409
Dulverton Badminton Club: Sec Judy Smith		  01398 324353
Dulverton Cricket Club: Carl Hooper                          dulvertoncricketclub1858@gmail.com 07866 256769/01398 324494
Dulverton Cricket Club, Colts: Mrs Christine Dubery		  01398 323474
Dulverton & District Tennis Club: Orla Jones    		  07783 930700
Dulverton & Exmoor Squash Club: Membership Sec: Chris Winter. chriscwin@aol.com 	 07710 046107
Dulverton Jnr. F.C: Sec: Mrs Christine Dubery		  01398 323474
Dulverton Netball Club: Sec Lindsay Smith, 25, Nicholas Close, Brushford	 01398 323834
Dulverton Snooker: Sec: Mr. D. Bodger, 39 Fishers Mead, Dulverton, TA22 9EN	 01398 323899
Dulverton Sports and Social: Chair: Carl Hooper		  01398 324494
Dulverton Sportsfield Management: Adrian Smith		  01398 323834
Dulverton Senior Table Tennis: Richard Archer		  01398 324160
Dulverton Town F.C: Sec: Mr. J. Atkins, 1 Exebridge, Dulverton. TA22 9AY	 01398 323787
Exmoor Croquet Club: Chair: Connie Heywood		  01398 341556
Moorland Hall Sports:	 info@wheddoncross.org.uk
Wimbleball Fly Fishers: 	 enquiries@fishingthewest.co.uk
PRE-SCHOOL GROUPS
All Saints School & Nursery: 	                                                             01398 323231 & 01398 323223
Anstey Parent and Toddlers Group: E A School		  01398 341369
Little Owls Nursery at All Saints C of E School, Dulverton	 01398 324360
Rhythm n’Brews Toddler Group: Sabine Cooper		  07419 212354
SCHOOLS
All Saints C of E School: Fishers Mead TA22 9EN		  01398 323231
Brompton Regis Toddlers: Mrs.S. Julian, Court Place Farm, Skilgate	 01398 331031
Cutcombe C of E First School: Wheddon Cross, TA24 7DZ		  01643 841462
Dulverton Junior School: Barns Close West, TA22 9EE	 01398 323223 
Dulverton Children’s Centre: All Saints School, Fishers Mead TA22 9EN	 01398 324360
Dulverton Family and Toddlers Group: 		  01398 324329
Dunkery PreSchool: Supervisor: Mrs. S. Matravers, Shute Close, Cutcombe, Minehead	 01643 841008
East Anstey Primary School: East Anstey, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 9JP	 01398 341369
Little Owls Nursery: All Saints School, Fishers Mead TA22 9EN	 01398 324360
WOMEN’S ORGANISATIONS
Anstey W.I.: Cynthia Butcher		  01398 341445
Brompton Regis W.I.: disbanded
Cutcombe & District M.U.: President, Pam Anson		  01643 851616 
Cutcombe & District W.I.: Mrs. Pam Anson 		  01643 851616      
Dulverton & Brushford M.U.: Mrs A. Gregory, 22 Jury Road, Dulverton, TA22 9DU	 01398 323587                                                                                                      
Exford Moorhens: Chairman: Mrs. I. Collett   		  01643 831016
Oakford Moorland Ladies Club: Chair: Mrs Jennie Chappell   smilerjenniec@hotmail.com 	 01398 351666
YOUTH ORGANISATIONS AND ACTIVITIES
Bampton Scouts/Cubs/Beaver748s: Tony Weiss		  01398 331901
Dulverton & District Young People’s Project: Chair: John Preston	 01398 323862
Dulverton Ballet: Mrs Wightmore, Flat 3, Easter House, St. Andrews St. Tiverton	 01884 253999
Exmoor Community Youth Club: Organiser Laura Tasker, Fridays 6 – 8 pm	 01643 831125 
OTHERS
Abbeyfield House 		  01398 324136

 - Bampton Heritage and Visitor Centre (inside St Michael and All Angels Church, Bampton) -  
        www.bamptonheritage.org.uk - email bamptonheritage@btinternet.com

Bampton Library and Resource Centre, Station Road	 01398 332466
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Westcars of Tiverton 11 Blundell’s Road, Tiverton EX16 4DB

Telephone: 01884 257143 or 01884 230807  
or search Westcars Tiverton or       Westcars Approved

www.westcars-tiverton.com
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New Website
Come and take a look at our brand

for great offers, a fantastic  
range of new & used cars and 

unrivalled customer excellence!
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Brushford Parish Hall: Bookings enquiries@brushfordparishhall.org.uk 	 07941 139846 
Brushford Luncheon Club: Treasurer: Margaret Albery	 01398 324587
Care Direct for help and advice: www.somerset.gov.uk 	 0300 1232224
Cutcombe Flower & Produce Show: Tracy Beviss 		  01643 841257
Dulverton Action Group: Magdalena Harding 		  01398 323 785
Dulverton & District Civic Soc: Kathy Currie	    	 07493  518350
Dulverton & Southern Exmoor Twinning: Chair: Steve Ford, Dulverton	 01398 323016
Dulverton Bridge Club: Sec. Brian Hughes, www.Bridgewebs.com/dulverton	 01398 331219
Dulverton Dance: 		  01398 341850
Dulverton Ballroom Dance: Sec: Mrs Christine Dubery	 01398 323474
Dulverton Development Forum: Sec: Mrs J. Ross		  01398 323818
Dulverton Films: Jan Ross		  01398 323818
Dulverton Fellowship for Mental Health: Marion Silverlock 	 01398 341850
Dulverton Gardening Club: Roger Hammmond		  01398 323954
Dulverton Group Exmoor Society: Sec: Dr Ken Mills		  01398 331482
Dulverton Vets		  01398 323285
Dulverton Vintage Films: Magdalena Harding 		  01398 323785
Dulverton Voluntary Drivers: Mike Beale		  07743 885115
Exe Valley Market Bus: Jennie Chappell smilerjenniec@hotmail.com	 01398 351666
Exmoor Patient Group: Chair: Sandra Wilson, W Nightcott, Dulverton TA22 9RT	 01398 324687
Exmoor BeeKeepers Association: Sec: Caroline Ralph  exmoorhoneyshow@gmail.com 	 01984 656240
Exmoor Community Bus Assn: Temporary contact -S Buchanan 	 01984 641706 
Exmoor Pony Centre: Ashwick, Dulverton, Somerset, TA22 9QE	 01398 323093
Exmoor Pony Society: Sec: Sue McGeever, Woodmans, Brithem Bottom Cullompton, Devon EX15 1NB 	 01884 839930
Exmoor Rotary Club: Humphrey Berridge (PRO), Station Hse,  Luke St, Bampton	 01398 332324
Good Neighbours: Sandra Collett 		  01398 324211
Oakford Village Hall: Bookings: Mrs Dawn Williams	 dawnwilliams1@gmail.com	 01398 324035
Royal British Legion Dulverton: Peter Donnelly		  01398 323030
TA22 Voluntary Lift Scheme (formerly Brushford Voluntary Lifts): Chair: T. Wilson	 07528 326880
Tiverton Model Aero Club: Sec: Mr. P Veale, 9 High St., Dulverton TA22 9HB	 01398 323409
U3A Exmoor: Yvonne Moorfoot, 3 Lamb Back, Dulverton	 01398 323529
Village Agent Jane Lillis	 janel@somersetrcc.org.uk	 07958 415270
West Somerset Advice Bureau:  		  01643 704624



exmoornews@gmail.com          EXMOOR NEWS          exmoornews.co.uk 69

Local and reliable

Clearance and ground
works

Stonewalling and steps

Patios and ponds

Fencing and treework

Turf supplied and laid

Exmoor Landscaping

Tel: 01984 640530
or Mobile: 07974 141790

or visit www.exmoorlandscaping.co.uk




